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PM orders swift privatisation of govt depts Pakistan and
Shehbaz Sharif says process must be transparent, with Maldives commit
legal hurdles addressed by hiring reputable lawyers :
egal hurdle ssed by hiring rep ve to strengthening
APP role of the government is to facilitate busi- .
ness and investment, rather than engaging dEfEllCE tlES
ISLAMABALD: Prime Mimister Shehbaz  directly in business operations.

Sharif has instructed officials to expedite the “The government's job is not to do busi- APP
process of privatising government depart-  ness, but to take policy measures and facili- o
ments, ensuring its completion within the  tate business and investment,” he stated. ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and

designated timeframe,

The directive was issued during a review
meeting in Islamabad on Thursday, where
the Task Management System for monitor-
ing the privatisation process was discussed.

The PM emphasised that the process must
be carried out with full transparency and
that any legal hurdles should be addressed
by engaging reputable lawyers, "The servic-
es of reputable lawyers should be hired 1o
remove legal obstacles in the privatisation
process,” he said.

PM Shehbaz added that the privatisation
initiative is part of the government's "Uraan
Pakistan" programme, underlining that the

He further noted that the country is pro-
gressing rapidly  towards economic
improvement thanks to timely reforms and
called for collective efforts to advance
Pakistan's development.

During the meeting, the PM was briefed
on the Task Management System for privati-
sation and was informed about the timeline
for the privatisation of various government
departments.

The privatisation process has been divid-
ed into three phases: ten departments will be
privatised in the first phase, thirteen in the
second, and the remaining departments in
the third phase.

Justice Mansoor Ali

Shah stresses urgent

need for climate justice, financing

NEWS DESK

ISLAMABAD: Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah, the Supreme Court's most senior
judge, has emphasised that the world is fac-
ing severe climate challenges, making envi-
ronmental justice a crucial necessity,

Speaking at an international conference
on climate change in Islamabad, he stated
that he would present the judiciary’s stance
on climate justice.

“Floods have caused Pakistan a loss of
Rs30 billion, making it one of the most cli-
mate-altected countries. Natural disasters
have significantly impacted the nation.”

Justice Shah pointed out that rapidly
melting glaciers were allecting the Indus
River system, posing threats to agriculture
and farmers. He stressed the need for under-
standing climate science and finding home-
grown solutions, including the establish-
ment of a climate court.

He further called for an immediate
response to environmental issues and a sys-
tem for climate accountability W ensure

transparency in funding.

“*Those responsible for pollution are often
bevond national borders, making global
cooperation essential.” he added.

Discussing the judiciary’s role, Justice
Shah mentioned that when climate issues
were raised in the High Court, the govern-
ment was unaware of their severity. He
emphasized that climate justice requires
financial resources, and without proper
funding, addressing climate change remains
a distant dream.

He also noted that climate change affects
every aspect of human life, making climate
finance a fundamental right.

“Pakistan urgently needs a Climate
Change Authority and a dedicated Climate
Change Fund, vet no funds currently exist,”
he maintained. Justice Shah concluded that
global funds were not arriving, necessitating
local financial solutions. He introduced
"nature finance” as a new concept and high-
lighted the importance of "climate democra-
ev." sugpgesting that Sukuk funding could be
an effective financial tool.

Finance minister calls for swift
implementation of climate-resilient policies

APP

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb on
Thursday stressed the need to adopt policies
framed to address climate change-related
Issues on a last-track basis, moving beyond
‘policy prescriptions.”

“There is no dearth of policy prescrip-
tions; it 1s all about how and who.

| sincerely hope this two-day conference
will address the operationalization 1ssues,”
he said speaking at the international climate
change conference titled *Breathe
Pakistan.” He said Pakistan was one of the
most vulnerable countries to climate change
and urgently needed to address ils mitiga-
tion efforts. However, he noted that the real
and bigger issue was the adaptation of poli-
cies in both letter and spirit.

The minister referenced the existing
Mational Adaptation Plan (NAP) and the

National Climate Finance Strategy (NCFS)
that Pakistan announced in Baku,
Azerbaljan, in November 2024,

The launch of the strategy took place at
the UN-led global climate conference,
COP29, setung forth a framework to scale
up climate-related investments. attract inter-
national finance and strengthen domestic
financial systems.

It also emphasized enhancing sectoral
resilience, clarifying institutional roles, and
improving access to diverse funding chan-
nels. He said the NCFS had been aligned
with Pakistan’s Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris
Agreement, with an aim to close the estimat-
ed $348 billion climate finance gap by 2030,

The minister expressed gratitude to the
Vulnerable Twenty (V20) group, which was
working on a comprehensive Climate
Prosperity plan, expected to be unveiled in
April.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharil meets
with the President of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F), Maulana Fazal-ur-

Rehman.

BELJING: : President Asif Ali Zardari meeting with the Premier of the State Council of the
People’s Republic of China, Li Qiang at Great Hall of the Peoples in Beijing.

Pakistan vows targeted measures to
ensure security of Chinese nationals

Pakistan commits to further increase input into security,
take measures to ensure safety of Chinese personnel

ONLINE

BEUING: Pakistan and China have reaffirmed
their commitment to strengthening their All-
Weather Strategic Cooperative Partnership, pledg-
ing enhanced security measures for Chinese nation-
als and mfrastructure projects in Pakistan, a joint

declaration said.

The joint declaration was issued following
President Asif Ali Zardari’s meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping as the Pakistani head of state is
in Beijing from February 4 to 8, where he will also
attend the opening ceremony of the Asian Winter
Games. The two leaders held extensive discussions
at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, focusing
on accelerating the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), regional security, and trade coop-
President Zardari also met Premier Li
Qiang and Chairman of the Standing Committee of

eration.

the National People’s Congress Zhao Lej, reaffirm-
ing the strength of Pakistan-China relations.

One of the key aspects of the joint statement was
Pakistan’s commitment to ensuring the safety of
(hinese personnel, projects, and institutions operat-
ing within its territory.

The two sides reiterated their commitment to

combating terrorism in all its forms and manifesta-

tions with a zero-tolerance attitude, and agreed to
further strengthen bilateral and multilateral cooper-
ation on counter terrorism. The Pakistani side will
continue to make all efforts to investigate into the
terrorist attacks involving Chinese personnel and
bring the perpetrators to justice. It will also further
increase input into security, and take targeted and
enhanced measures to effectively ensure the safety
and security of Chinese personnel, projects and
institutions in Pakistan, and create a safe environ-
ment for cooperation between the two countries,

3 cops
martyred, 6
injured in
Karak check-
post attack

INP

RARAK: Three cops
were martyred while anoth-
er six were injured in an
attack on a police checkpost
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’'s

Karak district late last
night. officials said on
Thursday.

Pakistan has recently wit-
nessed an uptick in terrorist
activities, especially in KP
and Balochistan. Attacks
increased after the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban  Pakistan
(TTP) broke a fragile cease-
fire agreement with the
government in 2022, vow-
ing to target security offi-
cials and the police force.

According to a statement
from the KP Police Central
Office, “Unknown terrorists
opened fire from all sides at a
checkpost  in Karak's
Bahadur Khel area, lﬂrg:ljng
police personnel using light
and heavy weapons in an
attempt to capture the check-
post.”

Policemen present at the
checkpost fired back in an
encounter which lasted two
hours, following which the
terrorists fled, the statement
said. Police personnel injured
in the firing were shifted to
Karak District Headquarter
Hospital, while three of the
injured  were  sent  to
Peshawar for further treat-
ment, according to District
Police Officer Shehbaz Elahi.

Acting President Gilani for facilitating
business community to promote investment

APP

ISLAMABAD: Acting
President Syed Yousuf Raza
Gilani on Thursday said that the
facilitation of the business com-
munity was inevitable to promote
investment in the country.

The acting president. address-
ing the inauguration ceremony of
a private hotel’s restaurant here,
said that Pakistan had immense
potential for private sector’s
growth. Pakistani cuisine recipes

Calling the Pakistani cuisine
globally popular, he said that the
country’s culture also held a
unique identity.

The acting president also
emphasized the concerted efforts
o make Pakistan an atiractive
tourist destination.

He recalled that while being the
tourism minister, he elevated the
country’s tourism sector to the
status of an industry.

He said that the Special
Investment Facilitation Council
was providing a one-window
facility to investors as the busi-
ness community needed encour-
agement.

Acting President Gilani also
stressed the need for removing the
unnecessary impediments for the
business community.

He told the gathering that while
serving as the minister and prime
minister, he had got completed
various development projects in
Islamabad besides taking multiple
steps 10 promote construction sec-
tor while being the housing minis-
ter.

PM Shehbaz, son Hamza Shehbaz
acquitted in Ramzan Sugar Mills case

ONLINE

ISLAMABAD: An anti-corrup-
tion court on Thursday acquitted
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and his son Hamza Shehbaz in the
Ramzan Sugar Mill case after the
defence and prosecution conclud-
ed their arguments.

In 2018, the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
had filed a reference against PM
Shehbaz — who was the chief
minister at the time — and his son
Hamza, alleging that they had
caused a loss of Rs213 million to
the national exchequer by com-
mitting the offence of misuse of
authority. It had said Shehbaz had
1ssued a directive for the construc-
tion of a drain in the Chiniot dis-
trict primarily for the use of
Ramzan Sugar Mills, owned by

oty |
his sons Hamza and Suleman.

On Oct 17 2024, an accounta-
bility court had transferred the
Ramzan Sugar Mills reference to
the anti-corruption court due to
lack of jurisdiction following
amendments introduced in the
MNational Accountability
Ordinance 1999, The NAB. after
the amendment, cannot prosecute
an alleged offence involving
money less than Rs500 million
and the offence amount in the
mills" reference was below the
minimum value.

FO condemns Trump’s ‘deeply troubling and unjust’ Palestinian displacement plan

"The Palestinian land belongs to the Palestinian people:" FO spokesperson affirms

ONLINE

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office (FO) on Thursday con-
demned US President Donald Trump's “decply troubling and
unjust” remarks that the United States would take over the
Gaza Strip and develop it economically after Palestinians

were resettled elsewhere.

Trump unveiled his surprise plan, without providing
specifics, at a joint press conference on Tuesday with visiting
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, The plan envi-
sions the US taking over Gaza, resettling Palestinians in other
countrics — secemingly whether they wanted to leave or not
— and turning the territory into “the Riviera of the Middle

East.

The world reacted with derision and insisted upon the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state following the shock announce-
ment. US Secretary of State Marco Rubio clarified today that
Trump’s proposal to resettle Gaza’'s population would only be
temporary, according to the BBC. Trump, however, had said
on Tuesday the displacement would be permaneni.

Reacting to the development, the FO said in a press release
1ssued today: *The proposal to displace the people of Gaza is
deeply troubling and unjust. The Palestimian land belongs to

the Palestinian people and the only viable and just option is
the two-state solution, in accordance with the UN Security

Council resolutions.”

The FO said Pakistan would continue to stand by the peo-
ple of Palestine in their “just struggle for self-determination™,
as well as for the establishment of a sovereign, independent
and contiguous Palestinian state based on pre-1967 borders,
with Al-Quds Al-Shant as its capital.

“Any attempts to displace the Palestinians tfrom their land
as well as 1o continue illegal settlements would be a blatan
violation of the international law, and undermine the peace
and security of the entire region.

“Pakistan reiterates its call for the return of all displaced
Palestinians to their homes, including in Gaza; complete
withdrawal of the Israeli forces from the occupied territories,
upscaling of the humanitarian assistance and end to all
obstructions, as well as concerted international efforts for the
carly reconstruction of Gaza,” the FO said.

In his weekly press briefing, FO Spokesperson Shafgat Ali
Khan condemned lsrael’s undue restrictions impeding the
flow of aid, shelters and necessary medical equipment to
Gaza in violation of the ceasefire deal.

“Amidst dire humanitarian needs, Israel’s undue restric-

entire region.”

tions are an outright violation of the ceasefire agreement, and
it will have dangerous and unprecedented implications for the

Pakistan called on the international community 1o ensure
that the ceasefire agreement was honoured and to “hold Israel
accountable for its war crimes and crimes against humanity™,

The FO spokesperson called for enhanced and unhindered

humanitarian assistance to those in urgent need, the opening

fully in Gaza.

of all access points of supply to Gaza and for allowing all UN
and international agencies, including UNRWA, o operate

Takistanis stranded in Congo amid ongoing conflict

viously stranded in

“With the active

The FO noted that approximately 150 Pakistanis were pre-

CGoma due to the escalation of the ongoing conflict in the
Democratic Republic of Congo.
engagement of

Pakistan’s High

Commissioner, the Rwandan authorities have allowed the

entry of stranded Pakistanis into Rwanda,” the FO said,
adding that it was expected that more Pakistanis would cross
the Rwandan border in the coming days.

Last week, the FO confirmed that 75 Pakistanis had been

moved o Rwanda amid the conflict.

Maldives, while underscoring the need
to strengthen defence ties, have reaf-
firmed commitment to broaden and
expand existing collaboration, including
military engagements and joint initia-
tives.

The resolve was expressed as Chief of
Defence Staft of Maldives, Major
General Ibrahim Hilmy, who is on an
official visit to Pakistan, called on
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee General Sahir Shamshad
Mirza in Rawalpindi today.

Major General Ibrahim Hilmy
remained appreciative of the high profes-
sional standards of Pakistan Armed
Forces, their achievements and sacrifices
in fight against terrorism.

Earlier, upon arrival at Joint Staff
Headquarters, a smartly tumed-out tri-
services contingent presented Guard of
Honour to the visiting dignitary.

Pakistan rejects
Gaza displacement,
urges a just
two-state solution

and urgent aid
ONLINE

ISLAMABAD: The proposal to dis-
place the people of Gaza is deeply trou-
bling and unjust. The Palestinian land
belongs to the Palestinian people and the
only viable and just option is the two-
state solution, in accordance with the UN
Security Council resolutions.

Pakistan has been and will continue to
stand by the people of Palestine in their
just struggle for self-determination, as
well as for the establishment of a sover-
eign, independent, and contiguous
Palestinian state based on pre-1967 bor-
ders, with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capi-
tal.

Any  attempts to displace the
Palestinians from their land as well as 1o
continue illegal settlements would be a
blatant vielation of the international law,
and undermine the peace and security of
the entire region.

Pakistan reiterates its call for the
return of all displaced Palestinians to
their homes, including in Gaza; complete
withdrawal of the Isracli forces from the
occupied territories, upscaling of the
humanitarian assistance and end to all
obstructions, as well as concerted inter-
national efforts for the carly reconstruc-
tion of Gaza.

Trump says Israel
would hand over
Gaza after
fighting, no US
troops needed
Bureau Report

WASHINGTON: US  President
Donald Trump has said that Israel will
hand over Gaza to the United States after
the fighting is over and the enclave's
population is already resettled else-
where, which he said meant ne US
troops would be needed on the ground,
Reuters reports.

Trump, who had previously declined
to rule out deploying LS. troops to
Gaza, clarified his plans in comments on
his Truth Social web platform.

“The Gaza Strip would be turned over
to the United States by Israel at the con-
clusion of fighting,” he said.

Palestimans “would have already been
resettled in far safer and more beautiful
communitics, with new and modem
homes, in the region.”

“*No soldiers by the US would be
needed!™ he said.

US President Donald Trump has said
that Israel would hand over Gaza to the
United States after fighting was over and
the enclave’s population was already
rescitled elsewhere, which he said meant
no US troops would be needed on the
ground, Reuters reports.

“The Gaza Strip would be turned over
to the United States by Israel at the con-
clusion of fighting.” he said. Palestinians
*would have alreadv been resettled in far
safer and more beautiful communities,
with new and modem homes, in the
region.”

“No soldiers by the US™ would be
needed!* he said.

*On the question of Gaza, the defini-
tion of insanity is attempting to do the
same thing over and over and over
again,”

Hegseth said before the start of his
meeting with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu at the Pentagon.

“The president is willing to think out-
side the box, look for new and unique,
dynamic ways to solve problems that
have felt like they were intractable |
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*KP to send jirga to Kabul after taking
Centre on board: CM Gandapur

INP

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) Chief Mimister Ali Amin Gandapur
announced on Thursday that a Jirga would
be sent to Afghanistan, after taking the
federal government into confidence, 1o
address the increasing incidents of terror-
ism in the province.

CM Gandapur said KP was affected by
Afghanistan, a country that had been a vic-
tim of wars for decades. KP and
Afehanistan share a border of more than
2,600 kilometres long.

With authorities in Kabul are reluctant
to take decisive action against terrorists’
sanctuaries, militants trom across the bor-
der have repeatedly targeted Pakistan's
security forces and innocent civilians.

Recently, the son of the deputy gover-
nor of Afghanistan’s Badghis province
was among four terronists Killed in KP.
Radio Pakistan reported.

CM Gandapur said today that they
would form a Jirga, comprising represen-
tatives of different tribes, to hold talks
with the interim government i Kabul.

Meanwhile, Adviser to KP Chief

Minister on Information Barrister
Muhammad Ali Saif said: “Peace in
Afghanistan and Pakistan is interlinked.”

Barrister Saif said they wanted peace
and brotherly relations between the two
countries. Both countries enjoy economic,
political, and culwural relations, he said,
adding that they want to increase the busi-
ness ties between the two sides.

Sources privy to the matter said the
Afghan authorities had contacted the
provincial government in this regard,
adding that a grand Jirga would be held
after initial talks between the two sides.

Last month, the KPP CM announced that
he would send a delegation of tribal elders
to Afehanistan for talks, saving: "The fed-
eral government has not achieved any suc-
cess in talks with Afghanistan.”

“We will find a solution to the prob-
lems.” he had added. "I hope they [the
Afghan side] will cooperate with our
Jirga," said the KP CM. Earlier this week,
the military's top brass expressed grave
concern over the continued use of Afghan
soil against Pakistan by terrorists and
demanded "concrete and tangible actions”
by the interim Afghan govemment.

Tl

JEDDAH: Federal Minister for Commerce,

Jam Kamal Khan, meets with Abdul Aziz Alsakran,
Deputy Governor of the General Authority of Foreign Trade, at the Made in Pakistan Exhibition in
Jeddah to discuss enhanced trade and investment cooperation..

JI to
observe

black day on
Feb 8

INP

LAHORE: Jamaat-e-
[slami will observe black
day on February 08, the
party’s chiet Hahiz Naeem ur
Rehman said in a statement
on Thursday.

“The J1 will stage strong
protest outside the election
commission’s  office in
Karachi,” Hafiz Naecem said.

JI Ameer also suggested
that the matters will be
streamlined if the judicial
commission being constitut-
ed, and it takes decision on
the basis of the Form 45.

He said the government
was not intending to tackle

Marco Rubio Confirmed as Secretary of State in Trump’s Second Term

the issue in this manner.
“The opposition was also not
prepared to launch a move-

Adviser to CM for WDD Dr. Rubaba
meets with Secretary Saira Atta

APP

Quetta :Adviser to Balochistan Chief Minister for
Women Development Department Dr. Rubaba Khan
Buledi met with the Secretary of the Women
Development Department (WDD), Saira Atta on
Thursday, The meeting included a detailed discussion on
departmental matters. ongoing projects, and the chal-
lenges being faced by women. Additional Secretary
Nasecbullah Khan was also present during the meeting.
Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi said that the development and
welfare of women is the government's top priority, and all
possible resources are being utilized for this purpose. She
cmphasized that practical steps are being taken to protect
women's rights, enhance their economic independence,
and provide them with better opportunities. She further
mentioned that reforms in the Women Development
Department are essential to make women more active,
ensuring quicker solutions to their problems.

One
Killed in
Quetta
Firing
Incident

APP

QUETTA: One person
was killed in a firing inci-
dent that took place near
Raisani
Quetta, tv channels quot-
ing police reported on
Thursday.

According to details,
unidentified motoreyclist
opened fire and Killed a

road area of

By Khawaja Farooq

WASHINGTON: In a move sig-
naling a firm stance on foreign poli-
cy, President Donald Trump has
appointed Senator Marco Rubio as
the United States Secretary of State.
Rubio, a Republican from Florida,
was confirmed unanimously by the
Senate with a 99-0 vote on January
20, 2025,

Rubio’s confirmation was notably
smooth, receiving bipartisan support
during his Senate Foreign Relations
Committee hearing on January 15,
2025, During the hearing. Rubio
emphasized the challenges posed by
China, describing it as “the most
potent and dangerous near-peer
adversary this nation has ever
faced.” He criticized the Chinese
Communist Party for having “lied,

cheated, hacked, and stolen their
way to global superpower status at
Our expense.”

Following his swearing-in by Vice
President JDD Vance on January 21,
2025, Rubio became the first
Hispanic individual tw hold the
office of Secretary of 5State. He
promptly engaged with foreign min-
isters  from the Quadrnlateral
Security Dialogue  nations—
Australia, India, and Japan—ito dis-
cuss strategies aimed at strengthen-
ing economic opportunities and
ensuring peace and security in the
Indo-Pacific region.

In alignment with President
Trump’s executive orders, Rubio has
already enacted significant policy
changes. OUn January 22, 2025, he
directed State Department staff to
freeze passport applications request-

ing “X" sex markers, aftecting some
transgender applicants, This mowve
led to confusion among applicants
and those who had already obtained
such passports.

Additionally, on Jlanuary 24,
2025, Rubio implemented a 90-day
Ireeze on all U.S. foreign aid, with
limited exceptions,

effective January 28, This action
has halted wnumerous USAID
humanitarian, development, and
security programs worldwide.

Rauf Rind expresses sorrow on

demise of Prince karim

ment on the basis of Form
43.

JI Ameer said that the sug-
gestion to hold fresh elec-
tions would

be boosting the govern-
ment and approving the rig-
oing in the polls.

Hafiz Naecem ur Rehman,
remains vocal about alleged
rigging and irregularities n
2024 elections held in
Pakistan on February 08 last
year.

He wvacated his Sindh
Assembly seat from
Karachi, citing discrepancies
in the wvote count that
favored his opponeni. He
emphasized the importance
of a fair and just electoral
process.

person travelling by car
near Raisani road area and
escaped from the scene.

A police team rushed to
the site and shifted the
dead identificd as Gull

APP

CQuetta: Sentor leader of the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) and former provin-
cial Minister Mir Abdul Rauf Rind
expressed his deep sorrow and grief over
the demise of Prince Karim Agha Khan IV,
the 49th spiritual leader of the lsmaili

including education, health, poverty alle-
viation and human development.He said
that under his leadership, the Agha Khan
Development Network (AKDN) complet-
ed health,

education, agriculture and infrastructure
projects in many countries of the world,
including Pakistan which benefited mil-

¢ o . :
QUETTA: Health workers administrating
polio drop to child during 5 day anti-polio

campaign in Provincial capital.

uhar to the hospi- : L
Muhammad to the hospi secl.In his condolence message, he said

tal. that Prince Karim Agha Khan's social and

Police started search | welfare services around the world are
operation for the perpetra- | unforgettable. Mir Abdul Rauf Rind said
lors, that Prince Karim Agha Khan rendered
numercous services in different fields

lions of people.

He noted that Prince karim Agha
Khan's services would always be remem-
bered. especially in Pakistan where his
development projects and welfare work
are a shining example.

QUETTA:
Balochistan President Agha Lal
Ahmedzai addressing a press conference .

Ittihad
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PCB, ICC silent over
Champions
Trophy gate-money
sharing formula

SPORTS DESK

LAHORE: It remains unclear about who will pocket
the gate money coming in from ticket sales of the
Champions Trophy.

Pakistan Cricket Board and tournament organisers
International Cricket Council with the query, but neither
had responded by the time this story was filed,

With India’s matches of the Champions Trophy set to
be held in Dubai as per a “hybrid model” — agreed
upon due to its government refusing to allow the team
to travel across the border — there is a substantial dif-
ference between the ticket prices of the matches in
Pakistan and those in Dubai.

Principally, the PCB reserves the right over gate
money of all Champions Trophy matches as the host
board but its silence over the matter and so of the 1CC
has created suspicion, with a hefty revenue potentially
al stake.

The most expensive ticket for the matches in Pakistan
costs Rs25,000, which, as compared to ticket prices in
Dubai is extremely cheap.

According to a media report, the Pakistan-India
match has fetched a record revenue of Rs3.47 billion in
ticket sales, while the total revenue to be earned from
India’s group matches against Bangladesh and New
Zealand is estimated to be Rs6.73 billion.

The report said the minimum price of the ticket for
the Pakistan-India was AED300, while the maximum a
ticket costed for the match was AED12,500.

All the tickets of the marquee fixture were sold out
within an hour. There are chances that strong financial
parties might have bought maximum tickets to sell out
at higher prices later.

In a recent press conference, PCB chairman Mohsin
MNagqvi had disclosed that the 1CC had agreed to hand
more amount to the PCB than what the event will gen-
erate through gate money. But whether the agreement
covers the Dubai revenue is vet to be clarified.

Mohsin had also said that the extra share coming
from the ICC would help settling up the exceeded costs
for the ongoing stadium upgradations in Lahore,
Karachi and Rawalpindi.

The PCB had set a budget of Rs12.80 billion for the
purpose but it is learnt that it has exceded to around
Rs21 billion. Dawn had reported earlier that the 1CC
had deemed all the three venues ready to hold
Champions Trophfy matches even before the upgrada-
tion, but the PCB still decided to carry on with its ambi-
tion.
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LAHORE: Pakistan batter Babar Azam plays a shot as skipper Mohammad Rizwan
looks on during an intra-squad practice match at the Ghani Glass Ground.

Aaqib rules out changes in Champions Trophy

squad, defends Faheem, Khushdil’s selections

seven. He also noted that wicket-keeper Haseebullah, who
had been with the national team in South Africa, could not
remain with the squad due to injury, making Usman Khan
a better option for selection.

In response to a question, Aaqib emphasised that his
team's goal should be 1o consistently put up totals of 325
or more in each match — a target he believed is entirely
achievable in modern cricket.

“In recent years, 200 runs have become the benchmark
in T20 cricket, so a score of 325 or even 350 is quite pos-
sible in ODIs,

especially with the change in fielding restrictions that
allow only four ficlders outside the cirele in the early
overs.” he explained.

Aagib further highlighted that the upcoming tri-nation
series would serve as an excellent opportunity for the
Pakistan team to prepare for the Champions Trophy.

Asked about India’s chances without their star fast
bowler, Jasprit Bumrah, who is sidelined due to injury,
Aaqib noted that it was a concern for the Indian side.
While Bumrah is undoubtedly a key player, Aaqib point-
ed out that no team should rely on one individual to secure
victories.

Regarding the selection of fast bowler Aamer Jamal,
Aaqib confirmed that the option had been discussed. but
since Aamer | had only played Test cricket and not ODls,
he was ultimately not considered.

Meanwhile, the New Zealand cricket team arrived in
Lahore to participate in the tri-nation series and later the
Champions Trophy.

Both Pakistan and New Zealand are scheduled to hold
practice sesstons at Gaddafi Stadium on Thursday, mark-
ing the first cricketing activity at the newly-renovated
venue. Workers are still putting the final wouches on the
stadium, which is set to be completed in a record |19
days.

LAHORE: While defending the selection of all-
rounders Faheem Ashraf and Khushdil Shah in the
Pakistan squad for the upcoming tri-nation series and the
ICC Champions Trophy, interim head coach and de facto
chief selector Aaqib Javed has ruled out the possibility of
changes in the roster before the tournament.

Seemingly nowhere near Pakistan reckoning three
months ago, Faheem and Khushdil were picked up for the
high-stakes tournament despite having no real perform-
ances to show for in the recent past.

The duo’s selection triggered heavy criticism from fans
and critics, but Aagib has stuck to his stance, saying that
there was no chance of them being dropped after the tri-
nation series — which involves South Africa and New
Zealand along with hosts Pakistan and is to precede the
Champions Trophy.

“It"s not right to make changes based on the perform-
ances of two matches and therefore it will most likely be
the same team for the Champions Trophy.” the former
Test pacer told reporters on the sidelines of Pakistan's
training session at the Ghani Glass ground here on
Wednesday.

Aaqib believed Faheem fitted into Pakistan’s require-
ment for a fast-bowling all-rounder.

“And when vou look into it specifically that you have
three pool matches against New Zealand, India and
Bangladesh, you need top seven batters with four bowling
options, including two all-rounders,” he said. “Both
Faheem and Khushdil are better choices to play in the
sub-continent conditions as compared to Australia or
South Africa.”

He explained that the absence of Saim Avub due to fit-
ness issues could not simply be filled by a batsman, but
required an all-rounder who could also bat at number

England win toss, bat
against Kohli-less
India in ODI opener

SPORTS DESK

England skipper Jos Buttler won the toss and elected
1o bat against India, who were without injured Virai
Kohli for the first of three one-day internationals on
Thursday.

The visitors welcomed back Joe Root, who last played
an ODI at the 2023 World Cup, for the maich in Nagpur.

England were well beaten 4-1 in a preceding T20
Series.

The QODIs come ahead of the Champions Trophy start-
ing February 19 in Pakistan and Dubai.

India handed ODI debuts to opener Yashasvi Jaiswal
and pace bowler Harshit Rana after star batsman Kohli
missed out with a sore right knee.

Skipper Rohit Sharma and kohli returned to the ODI
set-up after the two struggled in Test matches with both
lacking runs in a 3-1 loss in Australia last month.

Kohli was walking gingerly in the group with a
strapped right foor.

Teams:

India: Rohit Sharma (capt), Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shrevas
[ver, Shubman

Gill, Hardik Pandya, Axar Patel, KL Rahul, Ravindra
Jadeja, Harshit Rana, Kuldeep Yadav, Mohammed
Shami.

England: Ben Duckett, Phil Salt, Joe Root, Harry
Brook, Jos Buutler {capt), Liam Livingstone, Jacob
Bethell, Brydon Carse, Jofra Archer, Adil Rashid, Saqgib
Mahmood.

Umpires: KN Ananthapadmanabhan
Sharfuddoula (BAN)

TV Umpire: Chris Brown (NZ1)

Match Referee: Javagal Srinath (IND)

(IND),

e bl

-— —I-.-—

England’s Joe Root (R) plays a shot as
India’s KL Rahul looks on during the first
one-day international cricket match
between India and England at the
Vidarbha Cricket Association Stadium in
Nagpur.
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No time left

AKISTAN teeters on the edge of an envi-
ronmental abyss. Ranked among the
most climate-vulnerable nations, it
endures extreme heat, apocalyptic floods, pro-
longed droughts, and choking air pollution.
The annual smog that engulfs urban centres 1s not
merely an inconvenience — it 1s a broader gover-
nance faitlure. Meanwhile, rural communities
watch helplessly as their worlds disintegrate: gla-
ciers retreat, monsoons become erratic, and fertile
lands turn to dust.

Yet, climate change concerns continue to remain a
footnote as politics dominates the national dis-
course, surfacing only when disaster strikes. A
proactive approach, built on long-term resilience,
is the obvious way forward. But what are we will-
ing to do about 1t?

Dawn’s ‘Breathe Pakistan’® campaign 1s one
attempt to make it central to the national conversa-
tion. However, Pakistan needs much more — it
needs a revolution in environmental governance.
This demands unprecedented coordination among
stakeholders: government bodies, industry leaders,
international partners, researchers, CSOs, and
communities. The time for symbolic gestures and
non-binding commitments has passed.

The path forward requires fundamental shifts.
First, climate change must be elevated to the high-
est tier of national security concerns, alongside ter-
rorism and economic stability. This means over-
hauling environmental protection frameworks with
substantial fines for polluters, stringent emissions
controls, and massive investment in public trans-
portation.,

Urban planning must pivot from concrete-jungle
expansion to green development, with strict preser-
vation of remaining urban forests. Agriculture,
both a casualty and a contributor to climate
change, also requires urgent reform.

Pakistan’s excessive reliance on water-intensive
crops has depleted underground reserves. The
solution lies in introducing drought-resistant crop
varieties, implementing water-smart irrigation sys-
tems, and incentivising farmers to adopt climate-
resilient techniques. This revolution must be sup-
ported by a parallel energy transition, leveraging
our abundant renewable resources — solar, wind,
and hydroelectric power.

The private sector, often seen as part of the prob-
lem, must be brought into the solution. Corporate
accountability on carbon footprints should be non-
negotiable, with tax incentives for sustainable
business practices.

Pakistan’s international partners, too, have a role
— debt relief mechanisms tied to green develop-
ment, knowledge transfers, and climate finance
must be expanded to help chart a sustainable path.
Environmental education needs radical reimagin-
ing. Pakistan requires comprehensive climate liter-
acy programmes integrated into school and univer-
sity curricula.

Media outlets must move beyond disaster coverage
to sustained environmental journalism, investigat-
ing root causes and highlighting solutions. Change
begins at the grassroots, and public participation is
indispensable.

Pakistan’s survival hinges on its ability to treat cli-
mate change as the defining challenge of our time.
Either we act now, or we surrender to a future of]

escalating disasters.

By Khawaja Farooq

No Event, No Protest — Complete
Silence on Kashmir Day in the U.S.

Trioka has made the Kashmir
issue a joke; a so-called
meeting of a few individuals
brought embarrassment
Ignoring Kashmir is a betrayal
of the martyrs; diplomats
should be replaced:
Community, Kashmiris

0 eventy, no protest—com-
plete silence on Kashmir Day
in the U.S. The incompetent

“Trioka™ has turned the Kashmir
issue into a joke. While events,
protests, rallies, and demonstrations
were held across Pakistan and
worldwide on Kashmir Solidarity
Day, there was complete silence in
the U.S. A so-called meeting of just a
few individuals became a source of
embarrassment for Pakistan global-
lv. Frustrated by the incompetence
of the “Trioka” and their disregard
for the Kashmir issue, no Kashmiri
or Pakistani deemed it appropriate
to participate in any protest. The
Pakistani government’s Kashmir
policy has become a langhingstock in
the U.S.

According to sources, Indian circles
expressed satisfaction over yet another

failed protest, reporting to their gov-
ernment that there is no one left to raise
their voice for Kashmir in the U.S. The
incompetence of Pakistani diplomats
has further strengthened India’s stance.
On the other hand, Kashmiris and
Pakistanis living in the U.S. expressed
strong reactions, saying that yet anoth-
er chapter of diplomatic failure has
been written. The failure to remove the
“Trioka”™—Ambassador Rizwan Saeed
Sheikh, Permanent Representative to
the UN Munir Akram, and New York
Consul General Aamer Atozai—
despite their incompetence, raises seri-
ous questions.

Overseas Kashmiris and Pakistanis fur-
ther stated that these incompetent
diplomats openly claim that afller
India’s revoecation of Kashmir’s special
status, the issue is buried and nothing
more can be done.

They believe the focus should shifi to
economic matters and increasing trade
with India.

These diplomats do not even bother to
meet with Kashmiris.

Quaid-e-Azam declared Kashmir the
lifeline of Pakistan. Thousands of
Kashmiri brothers, sisters, children,
and elders sacrificed their lives for
freedom. lgnoring the Kashmir 1ssue 1s

a betrayal of these martyrs.

I'hese incompetent diplomats are only
working for their personal interests.
The Prime Minister and Army Chief
must take immediate notice and
replace the ineffective diplomatic staft
with individuals who genuinely care
about the country, the nation, and the
Kashmiris. A clear stance on Kashmir
should be taken, and the thousands of
Kashmiris and overseas Pakistanis in
the U.S. should be engaged to raise
their voices on every platform,

[f action is not taken now, Kashmiris
will be compelled 10 take extreme
measures.

Overseas Pakistani Kashmiris have
stated that the protest by the Pakistani
government on the Kashmir issue is
being observed in the same manner as
the strong condemnations of drone
attacks, while at the same time allow-
ing the U.S. 1o carry oul those attacks.
The symbolic protests in America indi-
cate that Pakistan’s “jugular vein™ was
sold out by Qamar Javed Bajwa, and
the current regime is covering up his
crime. Furthermore, Pakistan’s Foreign
Office has not provided diplomats with
any clear policy on Kashmir, which is
nothing short of a serious cause for
concern,

By E.S. Aijazuddin

Fatal decisions

IMING is everyvthing, espe-
I cially in politics. Mistiming

can be fatal, as three recent
leaders, now out of power, have
learned. In October 1999, PM
Mian Nawaz Sharif decided to
remove COAS Gen Musharraf,
even while Musharraft was return-
ing home from Sri Lanka. In June
2019, PM Imran Khan transferred
the then head of ISI, Gen Asim
Munir. Both prime ministers paid
for their misjudgment.
On July 21, 2024, US president Joe
Biden stepped aside in favour of his
vice-president Kamala Harris, a few
months before the elections. His self-
ish delay cost their Democratic party
the presidency.
Americans may recall the 1980 pres-
idential elections that lost Jimmy
Carter the presidency. A vyear earlier,
on Nov 4, 1979, Iranian students
seized the US embassy in Tehran and
detained 66 American diplomats and
staff. Fourteen managed to escape.
The remaining 52 were held hostage
for 444 days.
Carter ordered two rescue missions,
which failed. In September 1980, a
US-friendly Iraq invaded Iran. Two
months later, Carter contested the
presidential election and suffered a
landshide loss to Ronald Reagan.
Immediately after Reagan was sworn
into office, the Iranians obliged him
by releasing the embassy hostages.
Palestinians have lost both their lives
and land.
That scenario has been replaved 45
years later, this time with different
actors. Donald Trump replaces
Reagan, and Benjamin Netanyahu
and Hamas the hostage holders.
Over a year ago, on Oct 7, 2023, 250
hostages were captured by Hamas
when it attacked Israel. The attack
triggered Israel’s retaliatory military
offensive which, over the next 15
months, killed over 47,500
Palestinians, injured more than
110,000, and destroyed everything
above the ground in the Gaza Strip.
On Jan 15, 2025, five days before
Trump’s  swearing-in, it was
announced that an agreement had
been reached between Hamas and
Israel. Hamas agreed to release 33
out of 98 hostages in the first phase.
In exchange, Israel would release
more than 1,000 Palestinian prison-
ers. Not all the hostages were

[sraelis. Almost half were citizens
from other countries: Thailand,
Nepal, Philippines, the US, Russia,
France, Germany, UK, Ireland and
Argentina.

Over the period of their incarcera-
tion, these hostages were visited by
the International Red Cross and other
NGO teams.

One report was bureaucratese at its
best, or worst. Who but someone lux-
uriating in Geneva would describe
the condition of the hostages in Gaza
with this euphemism: thev were
“prone to immediate mortality™?

The unwise might be tempted to ask
why Israel had not tried to rescue the
hostages. It certainly had the capabil-
ity It had with precision targeted and
then annihilated Hamas’s top leader-
ship.

According to a recent BBC report,
specific Hamas victims were: Yahya
Sinwar (the architect of the Oct 7
attacks); Ismail Haniyveh who was
killed during a wisit to Tehran;
Mohammed Deif, the head of
Hamas’s military wing, the al-
Qassam Brigades: Marwan Issa, the
deputy commander of al-Qassam
Brigades, killed in a tunnel beneath
the Gaza Strip; and Mahmoud Zahar,
who was injured when an Israeli
plane dropped a bomb on his house
in Gaza City in 2003.

Perhaps the most intriguing was the
botched attempt in 1997 to Kkill
Khaled Meshaal (one of the founders
of Hamas). Under direct instructions
from Israeli Prime  Minister
Netanyahu, Israel’s Mossad spy
agency entered Jordan on forged
passports and injected, KGB-style, a
toxic substance into Meshaal. The
BBC disclosed: “The late King
Hussein of Jordan asked Israel’s PM
for the antidote for the substance
Meshaal was injected with. Fac-ing
pressure from then US Pres-ident Bill
Clin-ton, Mr Neta--n-yahu provided
the antidote.”

(riiven  such mur-ky  depths 1In
intern--ational politics, it is not
incon-ceiv-able that Hamas kept the
hostages in a place known to the
[sraelis and perhaps also the coun-
tries whose nationals had been
abducted. That may explain why the
impression was created that the
hostages were primarily Israelis and
therefore  bargaining  counters
between Israel only and Hamas. Why

did Hamas need to hold citizens of
Thailand, Ireland, Argentina and the
Philippines? Unless it was done at
Israel’s behest.

An lIsraeli-British hostage released
recently said that she and other
hostages were kept at facilities run by
UN’s agency for Palestinian
refugees. Interestingly, the day after
being sworn in, President Trump
halted support for UNRWA. Israel
proposes to ban it.

A generation ago, during the peace
talks in Shimla after the 1971 war
over Bangladesh, Mrs Indira Gandhi
offered Mr Z.A. Bhutto return of
5,000 square miles (approximately
13,000 square kilometres) of cap-
tured land, or 93,000 Pakistani PoWs
& CUPCs. He opted for the land. He
knew she could not hold the hostages
indefinitely. Israel and the US gave
the Palestinians no such choice. The
Palestinians have lost both their lives
and their land.

Since legislators are public figures
and mostly lead a fish-bowl life, it is
natural that their emoluments and
raises invite much greater attention.
However, populist rhetoric aside,
much of the criticism on the recent
increase i1s not justified. Being a leg-
islator is more than a full-time job,
and a member who has to do justice
to his or her duties within the assem-
bly,

parliamentary committees, a large
constituency and parliamentary
party, has to put in considerable time
and effort, often at a huge cost to his
or her personal life.

It is true that, in general, legislators’
performance leaves much to be
desired and that is what prompts
most of the criticism, but it is also the
strong preference of their con-
stituents which forces them to spend
a major part of their time outside the
assemblies focusing on resolving the
personal issues of their constituents
and trying to secure development
projects

for the constituencies. Unless the
quality of our governance consider-
ably improves and local governments
become effective, it 1s unlikely that
the legislators’ time will be spent dif-
ferently.

If we wish to attract accomplished
and professional persons to our legis-
latures, we should be prepared to pay
them salaries closer to market rates.
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'""No One is coming to Save Us: Sherry Rehman Warns of Climate Crisis at Dawn Climate Conference

ISLAMABAD: Chair of the Senate Standing Committee on Climate
Change, Senator Sherry Rehman, delivered a compelling keynote address at
the Dawn Breathe Climate Conference on Thursday, She emphasized the
urgent need tor a national reckoning on climate action, stressing that Pakistan
can no longer afford to treat climate change as an external crisis. She lauded
Dawn Media for this important initiative in fostering public dialogue on the

ONLINE

existential threat of climate change.

Senator Rehman underscored that while Pakistanis energy mix now coms-
prises 55% renewables, critical policy issues such as the National Clean Air
Policy must be at the forefront of national discourse. "Air pollution is a serial
killer," she stated, citing that 128,000 deaths annually in Pakistan are atributed
to air pollution, reducing life expectancy by an average of 3.9 vears. Smog
alone affects 11 nullion children, while air pollution costs Pakistan $47 billion

annually, ncarly 5.88% of its GDP,

Highlighting that climate change does not respect borders, Senator Rehman
drew attention to recent wildfires in Los Angeles, likening them to the devas-
tating 2022 Balochistan fire that burned over 26,000 acres of ancient chilgoza

Islamabad : Acting Chairman Senate, Mr. Svedaal Khan, called on Acting President Svyed
Yousuf Raza Gillani at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

pine forests, causing losses of 520 million to local communities. These forests
contribute  $30-40 million annually to Pakistanis economy: vet climate-
induced disasters continue to wipe out natural capital. "This 15 a guantum
shift," she wamed. "The climate clock is ticking, and inaction will bring dev-

astation to our doorstep.”

against vulnerable nations.

She stressed that climate change is no longer a future threat but a structural
issue defining global and national choices. "What happened in Pakistan will
not stay in Pakistan," she said. "The world saw what unfolded during the 2022
floods, which submerged one-third of the country, Many other nations are now
experiencing similar climate catastrophes.”

Speaking about international climate negotiations, Senator Rehman
remarked that despite 29 global climate conferences, climate financing
remains a bottleneck for developing nations. "At COP27, Pakistan secured a
Loss and Damage Fund. but even if that tund gets completely capitalized, we
wonit be able to extract those funds easily,” she said. Citing World Bank esti-
mates, she stated that Pakistan requires $348 billion by 2030 1o address climate
change challenges, vet the financial architecture remains heavily skewed

"The biggest issue 1s that Pakistan continues to look at climate as an exter-

policies."

nal problem,” she said. "We go to multilateral tables seeking climate finance,
but this is not just about money. It is about rejecting business-as-usual (BAU)
approaches and treating climate as the core development lens for all national

She warned against the growing retreat of multilateralism, noting that the

rules-based order of the post-World War Il era 15 in [CU. "Developing coun-
tries need $1.3 trillion annually for climate finance, but every time we ask
where this money will come from, we are met with silence. Meanwhile, in
2022 alone, fossil fuel subsidies amounted to a staggering $7 trillion globally.

The irony 15 stark, the money exists within the global financial system, but it

is was funneled elsewheredpropping up industries that drive the crisis rather
than supporting those on the frontlines of its impact.i

Senator Rehman underscored Pakistanis water crisis, calling for an urgent
shift in the countryis relationship with water. "Pakistan is the tourth largest per
capita user of water globally and has already entered water scarcity in 2025."
she noted. iOnly 1% of wastewater is treated, while 9 million gallons of
sewage are dumped into Rawal Dam. The Indus River, Pakistanis lifeline, is

now the second most polluted river in the world due to industrial waste and

plastic pollution.

Pakistan, China
sign three MoUs
in RE, cement,

fertilizer sectors

ONLINE

BEIJING: Pakistan and
China on Thursday signed
three differemt Memoranda
of Understanding (MoUs) to
enhance cooperation n the
areas of renewable energy,
cement and fertilizer manu-
facturing sectors.

President Asil Ali Zardari
along with Deputy Prime

Minister and  Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar and
Chief Minister of Sindh

Syed Murad Ali Shah wat-
nessed the Mol signing cer-
emony here.

An MoU was signed
between Pakistan’s Thatta
Cement Company and
China’s Zhonggang

Construction Group to help
establish an additional pro-
duction line at Thatta
Cement to increase cement
production by 5000 tons per
day in Pakistan utilizing the
locally sourced Pakistani
coal.

Another Mol was signed
between the Sindh Energy
Department and China’s
Ming Yang Renewable
Energy Company that would
promote cooperation on var-
lous renewable energy proj-
ects in Pakistan. It also aims
at facilitating the two sides
to explore several renewable
energy projects, fulfill the
coals of carbon peaking, car-
bon neutrality, and emission
reduction.

Opposition
parties yet to
decide on
formal
alliance; Hafiz

Hamdullah

NEWS DESK

ISLAMABAD: JUL-F
leader Hahiz Hamdullah on
Thursday said that the oppo-
sition parties vet to decide to
establish a formal alliance.

He was talking about a sit-
ting of major opposition par-
ties at the residence of for-
mer speaker Asad Qaiser. “A
sitting held at Asad Qaiser’s
residence in which political
situation was discussed,”
Hafiz Hamdullah said.

“All political leadership
including Maulana Fazlur
Rehman attended the meet-
ing,”

JUI-F leader said. “The
leaders agreed that there was
neither politics nor democra-
cy in the country™, he said.

The meeting was attended
by JUI-F leader Maulana

Fazlur Rehman, PkKMAP
head Achakzai, Shahid
Khagan Abbasi, Mustafa
Nawaz Khokhar, Omar

Ayub, and other leaders of
opposition parties.

Secretary Agriculture emphasizes
promotion of oilseed crops in Balochistan

APF

QUETTA: Secretary  Agriculture
Balochistan, Noor Ahmed Pirkani on

Thursday emphasized the promotion of

oilseed crop seeds and measures for plant
proteciion 10 ensure sustainable agricul-
tural growth in the province.

Noor Ahmad Pirkani during his visit to
the Directorate General of Agriculture
Extension DBalochistan, highlighted the
promotion of oilseed crops and provided
awareness regarding plant protection.

The Director General of Agriculture
Extension, Masood Baloch, along with
various department directors, welcomed
the Secretary. He presented the perform-
ance of various departments and dis-
cussed the challenges they are facing,
said a news release.

The Secretary was informed about var-
ious  Public  Sector Develoment
Programme (PSDP) schemes aimed at
introducing modern methods, addressing
climate change, and promoting agricul-

tural development. The performance of

different agriculture extension direc-
torates was also discussed.

He assured that in the upcoming fiscal
vear's PSDP, efforts would be made to
support the Department of Agriculture

Extension.

The secretary reaffirms the govern-
ment’s commitment to strengthen agri-
cultural services, promoting modern
reforms, and address the challenges faced
by farmers.

Director General Masood Ahmad
Baloch emphasized the need to regulate
pesticides in different districts to ensure
that the farmers receive the correct pesti-
cides while maintaining environmental
protection. Additionally, the creation of a
Market Committee Board was discussed
for better organization of agricultural
markets,

The meeting also decided that efforts
would be taken for improving and
strengthening the collaboration between
agricultural research and extension,
enabling the development and promotion
of new crop varieties for fanmers.

Furthermore, the issue of job service
structure within the department was also
brought up, emphasizing the need for
reforms. The Secretary also acknowl-
edged the role of women in agriculture
extension, emphasizing the need for their
greater inclusion in advisory services,
farmer training programs, and field activ-
ities to ensure gender-responsive agricul-
tural development.

Kash Patel: Championing Integrity
and Loyalty as FBI Director

By Khawaja Farooq

WASHINGTON: In a recent Senate
Judiciary Committee hearing, Kash Patel,
President Donald Trump’s nominee for
FBI Director, demonstrated unwavering
support for the President while emphasiz-
ing his commitment to uphold the
Constitution and ensure the FBI's impar-
tality.

Patel, a seasoned legal professional
with a background as a public defender
and a counterterrorism prosecutor in the
National Security  Division under
President Obama, addressed concerns
regarding potential biases and retribution.
He firmly stated that he does not possess
an “enemies list” and pledged to protect
FBI emplovees from any form of political
retribution.

Throughout the hearing, Patel faced
rigorous questioning from  Senate
Democrats about his past statements and
athhations. He clarified that his previous
comments had been taken out of context

with Kash Patel .

and reiterated his dedication to leading a
non-partisan FBI. Patel’s responses high-
lighted his loyalty to President Trump,
showcasing a steadfast alliance with the
administration’s vision for the nation’s
premier law enforcement agency.

Republican senators expressed strong
support for Patel. citing his extensive
legal experience and commitment to jus-
tice. They emphasized that his leadership
would reinforce the FBI's mission 1o
uphold the rule of law without political
bias.

President Donald Trump in a mecting

Four people
killed, several
injured in Kalat

road accident
INP

kalat: Four people were
Killed and several others
injured in a devastating road
accident in Surab District,
Kalat Division, Balochistan,
on Thursday, after three vehi-
cles crashed into each other,
causing widespread destruc-
tion.,

According o levies forces,
the accident occurred due to
speeding and reckless driving
where three wvehicles were
traveling at a high speed when
they collided. resulting in the
tragic loss of four lives on the
spot and injuring several, a pri-
vate news channel reported.

The sources added that the
injured were being treated at a
local hospital and their condi-
tion was stated to be stable.

An ofhcial statement from
the Levies forces confirmed
the details of the accident and
assured that a thorough mnves-
tigation was underway to
determine the cause of the
crash.

Senate Body
Reviews WAPDA

Audit Inquiries
APP

ISLAMABAD: The Senale
Standing Committee on Water
Resources, led by Senator
Shahadat Awan, convened
Thursday to receive a compre-
hensive briefing concerning
the inquiries conducted by the
ministry upon the recommen-
dations of the Departmental
Accounts Committee and
Public Accounts Committee in
the audit paras of WAPDA.

The officials informed that
56 inguiries were conducted
on the recommendations of the
Public Accounts Committee
{PAC), of which 43 are com-
pleted, 10 are in progress, and
the remaining three are being
investigated by NAB.
Additionally, 381 inquiries
were initiated upon the recom-
mendations of the
Departmental Accounts
Commitiee (DAC), of which
308 are completed and 67 are
pending, said a press release.

Senator Shahadat Awan stat-
ed that 187 audit paras are
pending, with some having
heen pending since 1985, and
surprisingly, the ministry did-
n’t have any records In some
cases,

Secretary  Water Resources
appnrised that the inquiry on all
the audit paras will be con-
ducted in chronological order;
however, prionty I1s given 1o
foreign-aided projects.

After detalled deliberation,
the Committee recommended
that the mimstry provide the
details of cases pending before
the courts.

I he Committee also recom-
mended providing the details
of individuals against whom
responsibilities  have been

fixed upon the conclusion of
INQUITIES,

IQUETTA: Anjuman Tajran Balochistan President Abdul Rahim Kakar addressing a
- press conference .

Govt Enacts PECA Law in Good Faith to
Regulate Digital Media: Atta Tarar

APP
ISLAMABAD:

Information, Broadcasting, National
Heritage, and Culture Auaullah Tarar
said the government had enacted the
Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act
(PECA) law in good faith, primarily to
regulate digital media.

Addressing the National Assembly's
Standing Committee on Information and
Broadcasting, the minister warned that
unchecked digital media could lead 1o
serious societal issues, including incite-
ment to violence,

Atta Tarar made these remarks in
response to the NA panel’s call for broad
consultations with all stakeholders,
including press clubs, to address con-
cerns related to media regulation.

The meeting was presided over by
MNA Pullain Baloch who announced
that a follow-up meeting would be held

next week, involving the Minister of

Information and Broadcasting, the
Chairman of the Mational Assembly
Committee  on  Information and
Broadcasting, and media stakeholders to
devise a comprehensive solution 1o the
issue. The NA body also reviewed the
matters related
Development Programme of the
Ministry for the ongoing year.

While briefing the committee on the
matter, the minister said that the
Ministry had worked out comprehensive
plan w equip the Radio Pakistan and the

Minister for

1o the Public Sector

Pakistan Television with the modem
technology.

He added that the additional budget
was needed to expand the network of
official media to the rural areas.

Tarar said the additional budget would
also be utilised to upgrade the existing
electronic tools,

He also announced the establishment
of a think tank comprising 14 experts
recruited from the market. The total
budget allocated for this initiative was
Rs 204 million, he added.

The minister highlighted that signifi-
cant progress has been made in resolving
internal i1ssues within the national tv.

"We have ensured umely payment of
salaries to emplovees, unlike some pri-
vate media organizations that fail to pay
their staft on time,"” he stated.

The minister also revealed plans 10
establish a major ptv Center in Gilgit-
Baltistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir,
oftering mternships to students i the
region.

He expressed concerns over foreign-
backed campaigns aimed at inciting
rebellion among the youth in these areas.
"Through media, we will address these
issues and guide the vouth towards a
positive direction,” he asserted.

The minister further elaborated on the
improvements in the PTV sporis
Channel, stating that corrupt elements
have been removed, and a strong team
has been assembled, vielding positive
results.
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Islamabad: Federal Mister for Finance and Revenue Senator

Muhammad Aurangzeb in a meeting with former caretaker Minister
for Finance, Ms. Shamshad AKkhtar, at the Finance Division .

Development, Women's Welfare
Govt's Top Priority: Adviser to CM

APP

QUETTA: Adviser to Balochistan
Chiel Minister for Women Development
Department Dr. Rubaba Khan Buled:
met with the Secretary of the Women
Development Department (WD), Saira
Atta on Thursday.,

The meeting included a detailed dis-
cussion on departmental matters, ongo-
ing projects, and the challenges being
faced by women. Additional Secretary
Nasecbullah Khan was also present dur-
ing the meeting.

Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi said that the
development and welfare of women is
the government's top priority, and all
possible resources are being utilized for

this purpose.

She emphasized that practical steps
are being taken to protect women's
rights, enhance their economic inde-
pendence, and provide them with better
opportunities.

she further mentioned that reforms in
the Women Development Department
dare

essential to make women more aclive,
ensuring quicker solutions to their prob-
lems.

Dr. Rubaba assured that the depait-
ment would receve all necessary gov-
ernmental support at every level and
promised that the timely completion of
women welfare projects would be
ensured.

Imran's letter to army chief has
'shaken ruling' party: Barrister Saif

NEWS DESK

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insat (PTI) claims that a letter written by
Imran Khan to the army chiet has unset-
tled government officials, and drawn
strong reactions from the governing
coalition.

Without refering to the army chief,
Barrister Dr Muhammad Ali Saif |
spokesperson for the  Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa government, alleged that
the letter had created panic within the
federal government, though he did not
name any specific officials.

He claimed that ministers from the
"fake government” had launched propa-
ganda even before the letter reached its
intended recipients.

"The ruling party’s leaders have lost
sleep over Imran Khan's letter," Saif said
in a statement, adding that senior
Pakistan Muyslim League - Nawaz
(PML-N) figures were "visibly dis-
turbed." PTI has repeatedly accused the
government of using legal and adminis-
trative tactics 1o suppress the opposition.

saif asserted that once Khan is
released. his party will hold the govern-
ing coalition accountable for what he
described as "unlawlul actions and polii-
ical vietimisation.”

The letter. reportedly addressed to
senior military leadership, has vet 1o

receive an official response.

Earlier this week, contrary to the
claims made by Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI), security sources have
revealed that no letter from former prime
minister lmran Khan was received by
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General
Asim Munir.

Sources familiar with the matter stat-
ed that the news regarding Khan's letter
reached the military leadership through
the media. not through any formal com-
munication. The controversy began
when PT1 Chairman Barrister Gohar Ali
Khan and Khan's lawyer, Faisal
Chaudhry, informed the media that Khan
had written a letter to the army chief,
urging him to "reevaluate policy.”

Speaking outside Rawalpindi’s Adiala
jail, Chaudhry elaborated that the former
premier, in his capacity as PTI supremo
and ex-prime minister, had sent a six-
point letter 1o General Munir.

Contrary to the claims made by
Yakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), security
sources have revealed that no letter from
former prime minister Imran Khan was
received by Chief of Army Staftf (COAS)
General Asim Munir.

Sources familiar with the matter stat-
ed that the news regarding Khan's letter
reached the military leadership through
the media, not through any formal com-
munication,




