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Balochistan Assembly Condemns Kalat Pakistan, SFD
Terrorist Attack, Adopts Resolution sign $1.61 billion

APP

QUETTA: The Balochistan Assembly
unanimously passed a resolution condemn-
ing the terrorist attack in Kalat, which
claimed the lives of 18 soldiers. The resolu-
tion was moved by Mir Zahoor Buledi,
Minister for Planning and Development and
a Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) lawmaker.

Speaking in the assembly, Mir Zahoor
Buledi strongly denounced the attack, stat-
ing that terrorists, acting on foreign direc-
tives, targeted security forces in Kalat and
Bostan. He vowed that the perpetrators
would not escape justice.

Chiel’ Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti also
addressed the house, emphasizing that
national security must take precedence over
politics. He condemned the violence in
Kalat and Turbat, calling it an attempt o
spread fear among the Baloch people. While
he supported dialogue, he insisted it must
occur within  Pakistan’s constitutional
framework.

I'he UM said that he is ready to give an
in-camera briefing to all member of the

assembly regarding the law and order situa-
tion and other issues of the province saying
that we should not do anything beyoend the
constitution and law.

My politics is not more important than
Pakistan. Everyone will have to think about
the future of the country, 1 am ready to give
a briefing to the opposition and members of
the assembly regarding the peace and tran-
quility of the province, he noted.

Lawmaker Meena Majeed Baloch
expressed deep sorrow over the loss of sol-
diers, reaftirming that such cowardly attacks
would not weaken Pakistan’s resolve,

*The entire nation stands with our securi-
ty forces, We will not allow terrorists to sab-
otage peace in Balochistan,” she said, stress-
ing the need for intelligence-based opera-
tions.

Noor Muhammad Dumar also con-
demned the attack, assuring that the sacn-
fices of security forces would not go in vain,
*We must ensure our security personnel
receive all necessary support to combat ter-
rorism effectively,” he urged, calling on
political parties to unite against extremism.

Constitution holds no value in the
eyes of powerful: Fazlur Rehman

NEWS DESK

ISLAMARBAD: JUI Chief Maulana Fazl-
ur-Rehman  has said that PECA
Amendments Act 2025 has choked the free-
dom of expression in Pakistan, adding that
for the powerful class the constitution has
no value it can be amended as per their
wishes.

Talking to media outside parliament
house in Islamabad, Fazl said that PECA
law was passed unilaterally as journalist
community was not consulted. He said
President Zardan had assured JUI that
Mohsin Nagwvi will talk to media and redress
their concerns but later perhaps Zardari
received such pressure that the President
signed at once,

JUT Chief said earlier 26th Constitutional

Amendment was neutralized because of 111

pressure.
IFazl said there was not writ of the govern-
ment in  Balochistan and Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa and concerned depariment
have failed to restore peace there. He said
JUI feels soory when hearts about the mar-
tyrdom of Army men.

JUI Chieft said earlier JUl had strong
believe that the boundaries of the country
were safe and secure but it was quite other-
wise. He said we had made compromise on
Jammu Kashmir because of global pressure.

He was of the view that now the govern-
ment was trying to strain relations with
Afghanistan.

He feared that new proxy war being
launched against Afghanistan. Fazl said tar-
get killing continue in tribal areas.

Punjab is progressing under
Maryam's leadership: Nawaz

INP

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N) President Nawaz Sharif
lauded the services of Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz.

“The situation is improving in Punjab due
to the tireless efforts of Maryam Nawaz,”
said the PML-N president.

He expressed these views duning a meet-
ing with MPAs hailing from Rawalpindi,
Attock, Murree, Chakwal, Wazirabad,
Hafizabad and Mandch Bahauddin districts.

The overall political situation, public
issues and development projects were dis-
cussed during the meeting,

Punjab Chief Minister Marvam Nawaz

was also present on the occasion.

*¥ou all are my strength. The problems of
people are being resolved and Maryam
Nawaz is working very hard.” said the three-
time prime minister,

Marvam Nawaz said that Nawaz Sharif
regularly monitors the performance of
Pumab government.

She said that Punjab is the only province
where people can get the rot at cheapest
price.

The MPAs said that Marvam MNawaz has
ensured merit and transparency in all her
projects being imtiated i Punjab.

“The tenure of Maryam Nawaz reminds
us the good old days of Nawaz Sharif and
Shehbaz Sharif,” said the MPAs
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Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti He expressed these views
while addressing at the flour of Balochistan Assembly.

Prime Minister, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting to review Law
and Order situation in Balochistan, in Quetta .

Pakistan needs unity
more than ever: PM

“This is not the time for politics but we have to tackle this national
challenge first, then we can engage in politics: ” Shehbaz

APP

QUETTA: Prime Minister Shehbaz Shant on
Monday saluted the sacrifices of the armed
forces and said that Pakistan needed unity now
more than ever before in its 78-year history.

His remarks came after 18 soldiers were mar-
tvred and 23 terrorists were killed in various
sanitisation operations across Balochistan on
Friday, The Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the military’s media wing, said that the
operations took place in the districts of Harnai

and Kalat.

Speaking at a meeting in Quetia today, PM
Shehbaz said: 1 think today, in our 78 years, we
are in need of unity the most, This is not the time
for politics but we have to tackle this national

challenge first, and we can engage in politics

[later].

*“In the attacks ...
sent to hell and 18 soldiers embraced martyrdom,
| feel this was the ultimate sacrifice during this
new wave of terrorism,”

the prime minister said, using the state’s ofli-
cial term for terronists.

He said that the nation saluted “the martyrs
and the ghazis (warriors)” and stood with them
completely, adding that he visited the injured
today at the hospital.

in which 23 khwar) were

“*They were in high spirits and they said, *We

are getting the best hospital facilities here and 1if
we have had to sacrifice a limb, it’s not an 1ssue
as we would have sacrificed our lives for the
nation as well,” he continued.

CJP Afridi wel-
comes transfer
of judges to
IHC, hails ‘fair
chance’ for

provinces

INP

ISLAMABAD: Chief
Justice of Pakistan Yahya
Afrnidi on Monday welcomed
the transfer of judges o the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
amid opposition from the
capital’'s legal fraternity,
terming the move a “fair
chance”™ ftor judges from
other provinces,

President Asif Ali Zardani
on Saturday approved the
transfer of one judge each
from the high courts of
Lahore, Balochistan and
Sindh to the IHC, despite
opposition from five IHC
judges, They had warned in a
letter to top judges that any
such move would “violate
constitutional procedures and
Judicial norms”.

The CJP's remarks come
gs  the Islamabad Bar
Council, Islamabad High
Court Bar Association, and
Islamabad District  Bar
Association observed a strike
in the district courts and the
IHC today to protest what
they called “unconstitutional
measures” undermining the
judiciary and legal profes-
sion. During the oath-taking
ceremony of the Press
Association of the Supreme
Court (PAS), CIF Afndi —
while welcoming the transfer
of judges — said that the IHC
was not part of any,

Imran Khan pens letter to COAS
Munir to 'revise policies’

NEWS DESK

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PT1) founder
Imran Khan has penned a letter to
Chief of Army Staff Gen Asim
Munir to “revise the policies”.

Speaking to media outside
Adiala Jail, Imran Khan's lawver,
Faisal Chaudhry, stated that the
PTI founder sent a six-point letter
to the army chief as former prime
minister and party leader.

Faisal Chaudhry stated that
Imran Khan requested the army
chief to revise the policies. The
letter also includes content on the
country's fraudulent elections, the
26th Constitutional Amendment,
PECA law, state terrorism against
P11, the constitutional responsi-

bilitics of intelligence agencies,
and the national economic situa-
tion.

According 1o Faisal Chaudhry,
the letter mentions that a gap is
growing between the army and
the nation,

primarily due to the establish-
ment's policies. It further states
that the establishment has sided
with those who have benefited
from NROs twice, leading to pub-
lic resentment.

According to Faisal Chaudhry,
the first point in the letter con-
cerns fraudulent elections and the
victory of money launderers. The
second point addresses the 26th
Constitutional Amendment, the
rule of law, and the impact on the

Judiciary.

'Nation, armed forces stand
together to eliminate terrorism’

APP

QUETTA: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has said the nation
and the armed forces stand togeth-
er to eliminate the menace of ter-
rorism from the country.

He made the remarks during a
visit to CMH Quetta where he
inquired about the health of the
security personnel injured while
fighting against terrorists in Kalat
and other districts of Balochistan.

Interacting with the injured and
declaring them herces of the
nation, the Prime Minister praised
their spirit of sacrifice for the
country and their unwavering
commitment to protecting the
homeland. He said as long as the
protection of the nation is entrust-
ed to such brave soldiers, the

enemy can never dare to look at
Pakistan with an evil eve.

Shehbaz Sharif said the ele-
ments spreading terror and chaos
in Balochistan are enemies of the
province's progress. He said the
security forces are working tire-
lessly to eliminate militants and
safeguard  the people of
Balochistan.  The  nefarious
designs of those who are enemies
of peace, development and pros-
perity in Balochistan will never
succeed.

Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq
Dar, Defence Minister Khawaja
Muhammad Asif, Minister for
Information and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar and Minister for
Power Awais Leghari also accom-
panied the Prime Minister during
the visit.

Is there no difference between terrorists, spies, and civilians?: SC judge

Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhail, questions why different trials are held for attacks on Parliament and GHQ

ONLINE

ISLAMABAD: Justice Hassan Azhar Rizvi has questioned
whether there is any difference between those who commit
terrorist acts, collaborate with enemy spies, and ordinary
civilians,

His remarks came as he engged with a lwyer during the
hearing of an intra-court appeal regarding civilian trials in
military courts.

He emphasised that the lawyer should make a clear distinc-
tion in their arguments, Express News reported.

The Supreme Court, under Justice Aminuddin Khan, is
hearing the case with a seven-member constitutional bench.

Khawaja Ahmed Hussain, representing Justice (R) Jawad
8. Khawaja, began his arguments by stating that civilians
should never undergo court martial, as military court proce-
durcs do not meet the standards of a fair trial.

Khawaja argued that all five judges of the Supreme Court
had not agreed on the transparency of the military court trial
process. Justice Hassan Azhar Rizvi responded by asking
whether there 1s no difference between those who commuit
acts of terrorism, collaborate with enemy spies, and ordinary
civilians. He insisted that the lawver should make a clear dis-

tinction in their arguments,

Khawaja Ahmed Hussain clarified that he was not defend-
ing terrorists or criminals. He further explained that if court
martial for civilians were possible, there would have been no
need tor the 21st Amendment.

Justice Hassan Azhar Rizvi remarked that certain crimes
had been included in the Army Act through the 2lst
Amendment.

Khawaja Hussain arpued that had the amendment to the
Army Act been sufficient to allow court martial, there would
have been no need for a constitutional amendment. If court
martial were possible, the court would have to rule that the
21st Amendment was unnecessary. He also pomted out that
Article 175 had been amended in the 21st Amendment, and
there is no provision for bail until the decision is made in mil-
itary courts.

Justice Hassan Azhar Rizvi remarked that military courts
conduct speedy trials, noting that if a decision is made within
15 days, the question of bail becomes irrelevant.

In response, Khawaja Ahmed Hussain argued that in mili-
tary courts, appeals do not go w an independent forum, and
defendants do not have the treedom to choose their lawyer.

Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar intervened, asking

Khawaja to limit his arguments to whether the central deci-
sion was correct or not. Justice Hassan Azhar Rizvi respond-
ed by referencing the example of the Shaikh Liaquat Hussain
case, noting that there was no direct conflict between the pub-
lic and the army at that time. He also pointed out an incident
in Karachi where a major was abducted.

Justice Jamal Khan Mando Khel raised an important point
regarding the 21st Amendment, stating that political parties
were excluded from its provisions. He questioned why there
should be a distinction in trial jurisdiction, asking if a terror-
ist attack occurred on Parliament, the Supreme Court, and the
GHQ, why would trials for attacks on Parliament and the
Supreme Court be held in anti-terrorism courts while the
GHOQ attack would go to a military court? He argued that all
three attacks should be treated the same.

Khawaja Ahmed Hussain urged the court not to open a door
that would allow civilians to be tried in military courts.
Justice Aminuddin Khan clarified that the court was not open-
ing any door but was only deciding whether the appeal should
be accepted or rejected.

Khawaja Ahmed Hussain also noted that the Ministry of
Defence's lawver had argued that under Article 184(3), the
appeal was not admissible.

agreements to
boost economic
cooperation

APP

ISLAMABAD:  Prime  Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and the
Chief Executive Officer of Saudi Fund
for Development (SFD), Sultan
Abdulrahman Al-Marshad, witnessed the
signing of two significant agreements
between Pakistan and SFD, valued at
%1.61 billion.

The agreements were signed on
Monday, further strengthening bilateral
economic cooperation between the two
nations.

The agreements include a deferred
payment facility for ol imports from
Saudi Arabia worth $1.20 billion, to be
paid over one year, and a concessional
loan agreement for the construction of a
gravity-tlow water scheme at Mansehra
in Khvber Pakhtunkhwa, amounting 1o
41 million.

The agreements were signed by Dr.
Kazim Niaz, Secretary of the Economic
AfTairs Division, and Sultan
Abdulrahman Al-Marshad, CEO of SFD,
on behall of their respective govern-
ments.

The ceremony was attended by
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar, along
with federal ministers and the Saudi
Ambassador to Pakistan, Nawaf bin Said
Al-Malki.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
expressed his approval of the Oil Import
Financing Facility, which will allow
Pakistan to receive oil on deferred pay-
ments for one year. He emphasised that
this agreement will strengthen Pakistan's
economic resilience by securing a stable
petroleum supply while casing fiscal
pressures.

Omar Ayub slams
govt, announces
black day protest
on Feb 8

INP

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insal’ (PTI) leader and National
Assembly Opposition Leader, Omar
Ayub, has lashed out at the government,
accusing it of hollowing out the country
and pushing it in the wrong direction.

Speaking to the media outside the
Anti-Terrorism  Court (ATC), Avub
announced that PTI would observe
February B as a “Black Day™ with a
protest planned in Swabi.

He revealed that PTI's founder Imran
Khan had directed him to engapge in talks
with the govermment, where Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq Dar represented the
government's side.

Ayub further stated, *This government
doesn’t even have the authority to allow
an open conversation with Imran Khan
in Adiala Jail. The public is being kept in
the dark about the real situation.”

Referring to the imposition of Section
144 in Balochistan, Ayub pointed out,
“Despite the restrictions, millions of
people were on the streets,” He also
highlighted the issue of missing persons
across  Pakistan, particularly  in
Balochistan, as a major concern,

Concluding his statement, Avub
declared, “This government has hol-
lowed out the country. They are all cow-
ards. We will continue to speak out about
our stolen mandate because lmran Khan
15 the heartbeat of the entire nation.”

PM hails gradual
reduction in
inflation rate as
it clocks at lowest
in 9-year

APP

ISLAMABAD:  Prime  Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on Monday
welcomed the recording of inflation at a
Y.year lowest digit of 2.4 percent in
January this yvear and said that its gradual
decline was highly encouraging..

At the beginning of 2024, the prime
minister said the inflation rate was 28.73
percent, which decreased to 4.1 percent
by December 2024, adding in January
2025, the mflation rate had further
declined to 2.4 percent.

The prime mimister further observed
that a decrease in the prices of essential
commoditiecs was contributing 1o
improving the quality of life for ordinary
citizens, adding the gradual reduction in
inflation was also showing positive indi-
cators across all sectors.

“The further decrease in inflation 1s
evidence of the government’s economic
policies and actions at the right track,”
PM Office Media Wing, in a press
release in Urdu language, quoted the
prime minister as saying.
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Pakistan supporting Kashmir cause
politically, diplomatically: Dr Tariq

APP

ISLAMABAL: Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) MNA. Dr Tarig
Fazal Chaudhry on Monday said that
Pakistan was supporting Kashmir causc
politically, diplomatically and morally 1o
pressurize India to impede its atrocities
against innocent Kashmiri people who
were struggling for fundamental right to
sclf-determination.

Addressing a press conference, Dr Tariq
who 15 member of Parliamentary
Committee on Kashmir, expressed the
commitment that Pakistan and Kashmins
across the world would observe Kashmir
Solidarity Day with enthusiasm and zeal
to give strapping message 1o India that
Pakistani people were standing with
Kashmins in this difficult time.

He said that the present government and
all previous governments of Pakistan had
highlighted India’s gruesome human
rights violations in Indian lllegally
Oceupied Jammu and Kashmir (ITOJK) at
all available international forums. *We
want resolution of Kashmir issue as per
United Nations™ Charters and all its resolu-

tions to give Kashmiris plebiscite which is
their long-lasting demands,” he added.

Dr Tariq urged the internationally com-
munity to play its more effective role to
elevate voice for Kashmiri people as com-
pared to past and reiterated that Kashmiris
were continuing their struggle for right o
self-determination for decades.

He stressed that durable peace in South
Asia could not be established without res-
olution of Kashmir dispute, adding that
India Killed thousands of kKashmiris, sev-
eral injured by Indian troops through using
pellets guns and imposed black laws
despite that Kashmiri people were contin-
uing their freedom movement against
India tyranny.

MNA said that Kashmir cause was a so
close to Pakistani masses” hearts and same
¢lse Kashmiris were breathing for
Pakistan, who was apprising the world
regarding Indian human rights violation in
HOJK comprehensively.

Talking about Kashmir Solidarity Day
on February 05, Dr Tariq Fazal said that
walks, rallies, seminars, and other event
would be arranged in federal capital,
provincials’ capitals.

Government to take practical steps for the
rights of the oppressed Kashmiris instead of
mere verbal assurances: Javed Kasuri

stands for press freedom. He
described the current govern
ment as a “Form-47 govern-
ment,” rejected by the peo-
ple,
! He expressed these views

sl while addressing a press con-
ference at Jamaat-e-Islami
Zone PP-62 in Gujranwala,
On this occasion, Provincial
,_\\ 11 General Secrctary Dr. Babar
"M Rasheed, Provincial Deputy
o Ameer Zikrullah Mujahid.

Provincial
Punjab

Gujranwala:
Jamaat-e-lslami
Muhammad Javed Kasuri, has stated that

Central,

Jamaat-e-Islami will observe Kashmir
Solidarity Day on February 5 with full
enthusiasm. He emphasized that February
5 is a day to express solidarity with the
people of Kashmir. He questioned why the
current government 1s not taking a firm
stance against Modi on the Kashmir issue.
He urged the government to take practical
steps for the rights of the oppressed
Kashmiris instead of mere verbal assur-
ances.

He criticized the government for
amending the PECA Act to suppress press
freedom, condemning the restrictions
imposed on journalism under the pretext
of this law. He stated that the current gov-
emment has never supported independent
journalism and that Jamaat-e-Islami firmly

Ameer of

['.lls.lru:l Ameer Mazhar [gbal Randhawa,
District General Secrctary Syed Ali Raza

Hasni, District Deputy Ameer Hafiz
Naeem Faheem, Information Secretary
Khurram Saleem Khokhar, and Zone

Amecer PP-62 Hafiz Zia-ul-Haq were also
present.

He further stated that the government
has failed at the international hh:! as well,
Instead of bringing economic stability, it
celebrates receiving lvans lrom the IMF,
while the burden of these loans falls on the
people. He eriticized the ruling elite for
wasting borrowed money on luxuries
while failing to address public issues.

He pointed out that while the national
treasury is empty, the government has
increased the salaries of parlinmentarians
by 140%, which Jamaat-e-Islami outright
rejects. He accused the current govern-
ment of being incompetent and frandulent,
stating that it has failed on all fronts, par-
ticularly in economic management.

Prime Minister, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif inquires about health of security person-

nel, at Combined Military Hospital (CMH) in Quetta

-

PECA, 26th
amendment
will backfire
on rulers:

Barrister Saif

INP

PESHAWAR: Adviser wo
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Government, DBarrister Saif
on Monday stated that the
government was attempting
to extend its rule through
hlack laws.

In a statement, Saif said
that the Pakistan Electronic
Media  Prevention  Act
(PECA) and the 26th
Amendment were an attempt
o provide protection for rig-
ging the elections on
February 8. He further stated

Historic Appointment of Kash Patel as FBI Director
Celebrated by South Asian Communities

security, has previously held key roles
such as serving on the
Security Council and as Chief of Staff
to the Defense Secretary. His appoint-
ment is seen as a bridge between Asian
and American communities, fostering
a deeper comprehension of the unigue
challenges faced by South Asians in
the United States, Community leaders
have expressed optimism that Patel’s
leadership will lead to more effective
and efficient addressing of issues per-
tinent to South Asians, His personal
background and professional trajecto-
ry are anticipated to bring a nuanced
perspective to the FBI, enhancing its
engagement with diverse communi-
ties. The appointment has been hailed
as a milestone in promoting diversity

Kh ja 0

WASHINGTON: In a landmark
decision, President Donald Trump has
nominated Kash Patel to lead the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI),
marking the first time an individual of
Indian descent has been appointed to
this prestigious position. Patel’s nomi-
nation has been met with widespread
acclaim from South Asian communi-
ties, including those from India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, and
neighboring countries, who view this
as u significant step toward greater
representation and understanding
within the LIS, government

Kash Patel, a seasoned attorney
with extensive experience in national

MNational

society.

Nawaz Sharif keeps a critical
eye on my work: CM Maryam

INP

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League
(Nawaz) President Mian Mohammad
Mawaz Sharil and Punjab Chiel’ Minister
Marvam Nawaz on Monday held a
detailed meeting with members of Punjab
Assembly in Lahore.

These MPAs belonged to Rawalpindi,
Attock, Murree, Chakwal, Wazirabad,
Hafizabad and Mandi Bahauddin. During
the meeting they discussed various devel-
opment schemes in their respective areas,

The MPAs lavded the performance

showed by Marvam Nawaz as chief minis-
ter of Punjab.

Addressing the MPAs, Nawaz Sharif
said that “you

are my energy and honour.™ He said
that difficulties of common man are being
lessened gradually.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief
Minister Marvam said that Punjab is the
only province where roti (bread) is avail-
able for Rs12 to Rsl4.

She further said that our performance is
being checked by people and Nawaz
Sharif himself.

All-round Trisha
guides India to U-19 T20
World Cup title

SPORTS DESK

KUALA LUMPUR: Gongadi Trisha starred with bat and
ball as India were crownead 1CC U-19 Women's T20 World
Cup champions with a nine-wicket win over South Africa.

Trisha, who finished as the tournament’s top run-scorer,
took 3-15 o help bowl South Africa out for 82 at the
Bayuemas Oval. She then led the run-chase, scoring 44 not
successful defence of the

out, to steer India to victory and a
trophy they won in 2023,

South Africa were unable to score quickly enough in
their innings and lost regular wickets as India’s spin

bowlers took control.

In a clash of the two unbeaten teams in the tournament,
South Africa won the toss and chose to bat first in dry con-
ditions, putting their star player Jemma Botha in the mid-

and inclusion 'ﬂ.'Tﬁ'lil'l federal agencies.
It is expected to inspire greater trust
and collaboration between the FBI and
South Asian populations, contributing
to a more cohesive and understanding

dle right away, Successive first-over boundaries was a fine
way 1o start, but India hit back when Parunika Sisodia
clean-bowled Simone Lourens at the end of the second
over. At the end of the fourth over, Botha went after a
Shabnam Shakil delivery, attempting a heave into the leg
side. However, she instead got a thick edge and looked
back in dismay as wicket-keeper Kamalini G dived.
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TSE-242502639043 Note: In All Procurements of GOB Whether
Through Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is Mandatory
For All Bidders to Get Registered At Electronic Public
Procurement System of BPPRA GOB. The ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR ZIARAT invites bids from Eligible Bidders for execution
of following works for the Year 2025 based on Composite schedule
rates 2023 on Percentage Rates
Tender Fee Rs.1500/- and Bid Security 2%

S.No  NameofWork/s EiCost
1 GRAVEYARDMASJID FORKILLI 10,000,000
WARCHOM DISTRICT ZIARAT
Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules — 2014, Eligibllity of Bidders: Presence in
Active Tax Payer List The bidding firm must not be blacklisted by any
procuring agency of Pakistan Balechislan Revenue Authority
Registration is required The bidder musl have completed 3
Assignment of similar nature of work Turn over of at least 7,000,000
PKR Amount in3 subsequent previous years showing financial
capacity of the firm Procedure Of Procurement: Single Stage One
Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must
accompany Bid Secunty in the form of Bank Gurantee,Deposit at
Call of 2 % specified above in the name of the under-signed from a
scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The bidding documents can
be obtained from the office of the under-signed 1,500 PKR
Issuance of tender Documents: From the date of publication of
NIT to 20 February, 2025 during office hours on working days Last
Date of bid submission: The Tenders must be submitted latest by
20 February, 2025till 11:00AM. Tender opening: All tenderswill be
opened on same day at the office of the under- signed at 12:00 PM
Address: office of the Assistant Director local government Ziarat
Phaone no: 3336611300 Email: msdgkakar@gmail.com

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ZIARAT
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LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s Pape Matar Sarr (R) scores during the Premier League
match against Brentford at the GTech Community Stadium,

United lose to Palace, Spurs
ease pressure on Postecoglou

SPORTS DESK
MANCHESTER: Manchester United slumped to

another meeck home defeat as Crystal Palace won 2-0 at
Old Trafford on Sunday, while Tottenham eased the pres-

sure on Ange Postecoglou by beating Brentford 2-0.

Jean Philippe-Mateta was Palace’s hero with both goals
in the second half as Lnited suffered a fifth defeat in their
last six home league games.

Victory takes the Eagles above the Red Devils in the
table as Oliver Glasner’s side climb to 12th.

Three consecutive wins for United had lifted the mood
around Old Trafford but it was back 1o square one for
Ruben Amorim after another home display lacking in cre-
ativity and riddled with defensive lapses.

Amorim’s decision to start without a natural striker
backfired with both Rasmus Hojlund and Joshua Zirkzee
left on the bench.

Midfielder Kobbie Mainoo started in a centre-forward
role after scoring in a 2-0 victory over Romanian side
FCSB in midweek.

The England international’s scuffed strike came back
off the post in United's best effort of a bright opening
before their attacking threat fizzled out.

Palace have lost just one of their last seven league
games to recover from a miserable start to the season.

The wvisitors missed the creative spark offered by
Eberechi Exe for the lirst hour as an injury meant he was
only fit enough for a cameo appearance off the bench.

But Eze made an instant impact as from his free-kick
Maxence Lacroix’s header came back off the bar and into
Mateta’s path 1o fire home.

Worse was to follow for United as Lisandro Martinez
had to be stretchered oftf with what appeared a serious
knee injury. Palace showed no mercy to secure the three
points when Dantel Munoz charged through the middle of
the home side’s defence and unselfishly squared for
Mateta to knock in his sixth goal in five games.

1902 K18 P 00 AR b Hls AL sz
ST wbbreaBiuiCTD 267y 47/2024 ZFIR
N T T LT AN e Py O
it AL (Bl 2l L St Tl A3 1.1 (2)
(5) lp,,-ur( L—gr?;l.n'l.ytd:_ﬁf =y L-.fgl{:ﬂ._;i.al;f,f Vi PO,
186,363,427 4 2 o2 b 2 b St 2720 23 s Jie 2017

A1F (i) (i) 7 ATA 1997 98’ =Is7 Explosive Act 34,5
R O/ s e s il !i'r:.-'._.ﬂ‘..-r..rull renKr 11(v)
galr._.lliﬁ'bl.,-F-’-IETleéryﬁ's_-muugb"fr_'ﬂdugj"ﬁJj
LSy S SRS e g LW dih Mt
2 ff"ubﬂ"fgrbl-.-!‘;..r_jjJ;L?FJf'jH.J£J¥r;Lleﬁr
a ,m{z}_f'r*é’_,ﬁff Lag ﬂg"’rg,,.r,.i,.-_u Idez3G s
f’ﬁbalf&f :JM-‘..J!W,.:’FH{E]UW,{#J L«;EP#’?EJIJAFJJ:,‘..J!
S oLt A Ve At B AL () 6oL
=Nef12025 §AOT Bk S rs0dnb 2L Suteda i Jve
-J'Lm.,-‘*l.-a‘f Szt wubr e /et

'Lf wewndprgobpk. ‘w @dpr_gob L dpr.gob Jf ll.'l"’]'lTi'llll !|ﬂ"l|]

that on kFebruary 8. voices
would be raised against the
illegal tacues, including the
PECA Act and the Z26th
Amendment. lle mentioned
that on February &, democracy
was undermined by using the
Form 47. adding that the gov-
ernment was passing black
laws through an incomplete
parliament. Furthermore, he
extended an invitation to jour-

nalists and people from all sec-
tors and ideologies to partici-
pate in the protest on February
8. Saif further claimed that the
PECA and the 26th
Amendment would backfire
on the rulers, and February 8§
would be a day to free the
country from the clutches of
the mandate thieves.

People warm their hands on bone-fire to
save themselves from cold during the win-
ter season, in Quetta.

Abhishek ton helps
India demolish England
in final Twenty20

SPORTS DESK

MUMBAL: India’s Abhishek Sharma hit a brutal 135 to
set up a crushing 150-run win over England in the fifth T20
international and seal the series 4-1 on Sunday.

Opener Abhishek’s incredible 54-bhall knock, laced with
I3 sixes, fired India, who clinched the series in the fourth
T20, to 247-9 afier being invited to bat first at Mumbai’s
Wankhede Stadium.

The tourists were never in the chase despite Phil Salt’s
23-ball 55 as India bowled out the tourists for 97 for their
second biggest T20 victory by runs,

England slipped to 68-4 as sKipper Jos Buttler (seven),
Harrv Brook (two) and Liam Livingstone (nine) all failed
to make an impact.

Shivam Dube, a batting all-rounder who bowls medium
pace, removed Salt with the first ball he bowled after he
was controversially replaced by fast bowler Harshit Rana
as a concussion substitute in the previous match,

The rest of the England batting fell quickly with Jacob
Bethell, who made 10, the only batter to reach double fig-
ures other than Salt.

Abhishek turned up with the ball as well and took two
wickets with his left-arm spin in the only over he bowled.

Spinner Varun Chakravarthy and Dube also took two
each.

Pace bowler Mohammed Shami finished with three
wickets as he wrapped up the England innings in 10.3
OVETS,

Indian opener Abhishek Sharma plays a
shot during the fifth Twentyv20
International against England at the
Wankhede Stadium.
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Kurram
fragility

UST as the people of Kurram began to see

some relief in the form of convoys laden

with essentials reaching Parachinar and
other parts of the district cut off from the rest
of the country due to bloodshed, fresh violence
on Friday showed that calm in the tribal dis-
trict can be shattered very easily.
Local authorities had intervened to keep the peace
after two men were injured 1n a firing incident. Yet
even the government peacemakers came under
fire, highlighting the volatile state of affairs in
Kurram.
Assistant Commissioner Saced Manan, who was
trying to mediate, was shot but is, thankfully, out
of danger. However, a policeman, Ashiq Hussain,
later succumbed to his wounds. This 1s not the first
time officials and security men have come under
attack.
[Last month, the then deputy commissioner
Javedullah Mehsud survived a murderous attack in
Bagan, while days later militants martyred a num-
ber of security men. A ‘limited” counterterrorism
operation was launched thereafter, but as the latest
attack shows, much more needs to be done to paci-
fy Kurram.
Admittedly, the Kurram imbroglio 1s complicated,
where tribal disputes over land and water have
become intertwined with long-running sectarian
feuds. There 1s also a geopolitical and security
angle, as many of the Sunni militant groups active
in the area are on good terms with the Afghan
Taliban, while Shia militants linked to the
|Zainabiyoun Brigade maintain a strong presence
in Kurram. Bloodletting has been continuing since
last year, and matters exploded after a convoy was
attacked in November. Since then, attacks and
counterattacks have been frequent.
The state has made several — some would say
belated — attempts to quell the violence, the most
significant coming in the form of a peace deal
hammered out on New Year’s Day. But clearly, 1t
will take full commitment by all state institutions,
as well as the earnest cooperation of local tribes, to
make the agreement work.
A grand jirga was held on Friday in Kohat to dis-
cuss the Kurram situation. At this gathering, the
KP government spokesperson seemed upbeat
about peace prospects. While the state’s efforts to
contain bloodshed are appreciable, 1t will take
more than words to bring lasting calm to Kurram.
At the Kohat Jirga, the KP spokesman said it was
essential that “miscreants” involved in trouble-
making be handed over to the authorities. He also
said a relief package for Kurram was being
finalised. Both these issues are important.
Those involved in violence must face the law,
while those who have suffered during the conflict
must be compensated financially. Moreover, the
closure of roads in Kurram cannot be tolerated,
and all thoroughfares should be made safe for trav-
el. Efforts to engender reconcihiation and forgive-
ness between Kurram’s tribes must also continue.

By Naseer Memon

Unheard voices

INDH has erupted with a
Sspate of protest rallies, semi-

nars and sit-ins against the
construction of new canals on the
Indus river and the allocation of
large parcels of land for corporate
tarming. Political parties, growers’
associations, and civil society
forums have launched a campaign
which 1s snowballing into a political
movement. Sessions at literature
festivals are focusing with concern
on the dry bed of the Indus and its
parched delta. The issue is making
headlines in Sindhi news bulletins
and newspapers. Unfortunately,
these voices are falling on deaf offi-
cial ears, even as matters worsen.
A meeting was held last July to brief
President Asif Zardari on the Green
Pakistan Initiative. According to the
minutes of the meeting, he approved
in principle the simultaneous execu-

tion of six strategic canals — the
Kachhi, Chashma Right Bank,
Rainee, Greater Thal, Thar and

Cholistan canals. Interestingly, the
first four had already been construct-
ed during the Musharraf era, while the
fifth plan had been turned down by
the Sindh government. In fact, the
communiqué was meant to camou-
flage the controversial Cholistan
canal scheme.

A Wapda document has revealed the
details of this sprawling scheme that
aims to irrigate over six million acres
of Cholistan through the Sutlej flows.
Pakistan surrendered the Sutlej to
India under the Indus Waters Treaty.
Thus, the river has no reliable flows
except when dams on the Indian side
spill over due to floods. Wapda's plan
claims that the scheme will be provid-
ed water by constructing new reser-
voirs on the Chenab river at Mid

Ranjha and Chiniot.

The Punjab Irrigation Department
obtained a water availability certifi-
cate for the Cholistan flood feeder
canal from the Indus River System
Authority on Jan 1, 2024, Sindh
objected that Irsa did not have the
mandate to issue certificates for a
canal that did not have water sanction
in the 1991 Water Accord. The certifi-
cate was i1ssued for water availability
during the Khant season as the canal
was shown as a flood canal. But the
PC-1 document of the project men-
tioned it as a perennial canal. This
fundamental change in the scope of
the project invalidates lrsa’s water
availability certificate.

The Cholistan project is technically
unfit and politically divisive.

Irsa’s own water availability data
(1999-2023) depicts a shortfall of
16.6 per cent against the allocations
set by the water accord. Punjab and
Sindh experienced shortages of
13.7pc  and 19.4pc respectively.
Climate change has exposed the Indus
basin to drought vulnerability due to
retreating glaciers. The waterscape is
not favourable for the development of
new massive canal command areas.
Hence, the Cholistan project is a tech-
nically unfit and politically divisive
scheme.

Allocating large tracts of land for cor-
porate agriculture to a military-
backed enterprise has fuelled contro-
versy in Sindh.

The land belongs to the people and
governments are only custodians
assigned the responsibility of using
this resource for the benefit of the
masses. Handing over millions of
acres of land to a fledgling private
company with no proven track record
has triggered political unrest. A stag-

gering amount of land in the province
is allegedly being given over for cor-
porate agriculture, without any con-
tractual terms disclosed.

A sub-committee of the Sindh cabinet
is contemplating the handover of
14,000 acres of land in Umerkot dis-
trict for corporate farming to the
Green Corporate Initiative. A letter of
the mukhtiarkar, Umerkot, addressed
to the deputy commissioner, provides
details of land identitied for corporate
farming. According to media reports,
the previous caretaker government
allotted over 52,000 acres of land for
corporate farming in five Sindh dis-
tricts.

Some documents are believed to indi-
cate that large parcels of land in the
coastal belt, the riverine areas, the
Viran forest, the Gorakh Hills, the
Nara canal area, and the Darawat dam
area are also under consideration or at
different stages of transfer. Political
parties and growers’ associations are
upset over such obscure deals involv-
ing precious land. The PPP is getting
flak for its dubious role. Though pub-
licly, the party opposes new canals
and land allotment, its top leadership
and the provincial government are
still seen by many as not being averse
to them.

The aim of producing more cereals
and cash crops can be achieved with-
out stoking new controversies. The
potential of the presently cultivated
land and flowing water is grossly
under-harmessed.

Pakistan can easily double its agricul-
tural produce by minimising water
losses and improving farm manage-
ment. But this requires a big shift in
the governance of the water and agri-
culture sectors by our ruling establish-
ment.

By Abbas Nasir

Incendiary Gaza plan

SRAEL’S Prime Minister
IBenjamin Netanyahu, who is

wanted by the International
Criminal Court (ICC) to face war
crimes charges, will be feted next
Tuesday at the White House by its lat-
est occupant US President Donald
Trump whose reiteration of his stance
on the forced displacement of Gaza
Palestinians to Egypt and Jordan has
caused considerable anxiety to the two
LS allies.
President Trump told reporters on board
Air Force One a week ago that “Gaza’s
1.5 million” (more like 2m minus the at
least 50,000 who have perished in the 15
months of genocide by the Israeli
Occupation Forces) population could be
relocated to Egypt and Jordan ‘perma-
nently” or for a time because the destruc-
tion in Gaza has crecated a mess and
needed a “clean out’, as he put it.
As Egypt and Jordan were responding to
Trump’s outrageous suggestion, the
White House issued Trump’s warmly
worded invitation to Netanyahu, facing
ICC arrest warrants for war crimes
charges over his Gaza military campaign
that many organisations and experts call
a genocide: “Dear Prime Minister, |
would like to formally invite you to the
White House next week. | look forward
to discussing how we can bring peace to
Israel and its neighbours, and efforts to
counter our shared adversaries. It will be
my honour to host you as my first foreign
leader in my second term.”
While Netanyahu would likely endorse
the Trump plan and also be pushing for
an all-out attack on Iran, Egypt and
Jordan, two staunch US allies, voiced
their serious opposition to the Trump
plan and said the displacement of the
(Gazans was not a solution and would
create more problems. Egypt’s President
Ahbdel Fattah el-Sisi angrily suggested if
Gazans have 1o be moved let it be 1o the
(Israeli-occupied) Negev desert.
*What was inescapable is that there is
almost nothing left of Gaza.’
Late on Thursday, Trump was asked for
his reaction to what his two Arab allies

and Israel’s neighbours were saying and
he retorted: “They’ll do it ... we do a lot
for them.” It was difficult to say whether
his words were more of an expression of
reality or his glum face.

Apart from Trump, White House envoy
Steve Witkoft, told Axios.com in an
interview at the end ol his trip to the
Middle East just before this weekend that
rebuilding Gaza could take between 10
and 15 years: “What was inescapable is
that there is almost nothing left of Gaza.”
“There is nothing left standing. Many
unexploded ordnances. It 1s not safe to
walk there. It is very dangerous. | would-
n’t have known this without going there
and inspecting,” he said. It has also
emerged now that WitkofT met Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in
Saudi Arabia on his earlier visit to the
region two weeks ago, when the cease-
fire deal was announced.

While property tvcoons/ developers
Trump and Witkoft may have their own
assessment of the potential value of the
(Giaza real estate 1o their main ally Israel,
they scemed a little short on an under-
standing of the regional dvnamics.
Trump is keen to expand the Abraham
Accords to Saudi Arabia as soon as pos-
sible because he believes that the king-
dom may hold the key to Israel’s recog-
nition in the Islamic world and further
the *normalisation” process. In such an
event, trust Pakistan to come under
immense pressure too. But for this to
happen, the Saudis would have to change
their stance on making normalisation
conditional to a two-state solution,
Equally, Egyvpt and Jordan are both wary
of accepting the Gaza Palestinians in
such large numbers for fear of destabili-
sation of their own governments. So far,
the two have kept domestic sentiment
under the lid via brutal force but such a
movement of angry and politicised
Palestinians in large numbers could
potentially loosen, even uproot, their del-
icate hold on power,

Israel has tried brutality on the
Palestinians but that hasn’t doused the
fire for liberty within them; in fact, it

seems to burn ever so strongly. How are
Egyvpt and Jordan more likely than Israel
to succeed when the Arab street seems
overwhelmingly pro-Palestine?

And how will the Palestinians react
themselves? lsrael’s military campaign
which, apart from targeting innocent
civilians and healthcare workers among
other professionals, has destroved some
80 per cent of homes, schools, hospitals,
universities, libraries and even more sig-
nificantly the utilities infrastructure, as
the Gazans returning to the north of the
Strip are witnessing. But lsrael’s
scorched earth policy has not broken
their will.

There i1s no water, shelter, electricity or
scwerage facility, The UN agency
UNRWA, which is said to meet some
70pe of the food needs of Gaza, has been
told to pack up by Isracl but it insists on
continuing its sterling work. The colo-
nial, Zionist-supremacist state seems
hell-bent on obliterating Gaza as a
Palestinian enclave, which is how it has
existed since the Nakba. But, despite the
seeming impossibility of creating even
the most basic conditions for human
habitation, many of those returning to the
north of the Strip thus far have expressed
a resolve to live or die on their land.
There have been clips on social media
showing them kneeling and kissing the
soil where it is possible, and the rubble
elsewhere, in the only homeland they
have known. Isracl’s Greater Isracl map
publicly presented by Netanyahu sees the
apartheid state expanding from the river
to the sea. Whether the world, and more
significantly the regional powers, will
stand by and watch the Palestinians
being slaughtered and then expelled from
the ever-shrinking spaces in their own
homeland, or trv to say enough, isn’t
clear, The one thing that could influence
the *war-averse’ transactional president
is Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman’s offer of a $600 billion invest-
ment in the US. Whether Saudi Arabia is
prepared to link any such move to a res-
olution of the Palestine dispute is anoth-
er matter that will become apparent.
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Judges appointed to keep Imran Khan imprisoned: Aleema

Aleema Khan claimed the 26th Amendment was meant to appoint judges favoring the government

NEWS DESK

Aleema Khan,
founding chairman [mran Khan, has ¢laimed that judges are being appointed

sister of Pakistan Tehreek-e

to the judiciary with the sole purpose ol keeping Imran Khan in jail.

Speaking to the media outside Adiala Jail, she conveved Imran Khan's mes-
sage, stating that recent developments clearly indicate a deliberate effort to

imprison the PT1 founder and dismantle the party.

Aleema Khan asserted that for the past three vears, various plots have been
orchestrated with the pimary objective of ensuring that Imran Khan remains

imprisoned and that PT1 is eliminated.

"His government was overthrown, people were subjected to oppression, and
the May 9 incident was staged as a false flag operation. Over 100,000 raids
were conducted on homes. On February B, people's votes were stolen, and cor-

-Insaf (PTI)

rupt individuals were placed in the assembly,”
She also pointed to the 26th Amendment, claiming it was introduced to
bring in judges who would serve the government’s interests.
"Our judiciary has capable judges who can deliver justice, but they need
those who will hand out sentences and keep Imran Khan in jail," she said.
Aleema further referred to the £190 million case ruling. claiming that it was
decided to ensure that high court judges uphold the conviction during the
appeal process, dragging the legal proceedings for another two to three years.
She alleged that Supreme Court judges were now strategically appointed to

ensure Imran Khan remained in jail.

Additionally, she criticised the Pakistan Electronmic Crimes Act (PECA),
stating that 1t was introduced 1o suppress social media.
"A law has been enacted today that allows authorities to imprison anyone
" she remarked.

who speuk!-: out on social media,

-

Prime Minister, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif exchanging views wuth a delegatmn of Saudi
Fund for Development (SFD) led by Sultan Bin Abdul Rehman Al Marshad, CEO of SFD
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during meeting held in Islamabad.

she alleged.

She concluded by stating that the rule of law has been severely compro-

mised, leaving little hope for justice through the courts.

Meanwhile, Imran Khan has written a letter to Chiel of Army Staft (COAS)

News reported.

General Asim Munir, 'eriticising the establishment’s policies' and calling for a
review of its national security and governance approach,

The letter. sent from Adiala Jail, highlights Imran's concermns over what he
describes as a growing disconnect between the military and the public, Express

According to PTI lawyer Faisal Fareed Chaudhry, who disclosed the letter's

contents o journalists, Imran emphasised that the fight against terrorism can

only succeed if the nation stands united behind the armed forces.

Imran argued that the ‘establishment is backing those who have twice bene-

fited from the National Reconciliation Ordinance (NRQO),' a reference to past

political settlements that allowed leaders to evade cormruption charges.

Ahsan calls for Romina advocates for ambitious climate, financial

bridging gaps
between
regulations,
practices

to ensure

food safety

APP

ISLAMABAD: Minister
for Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives
Professor Ahsan Igbal on
Meonday stressed the need
for a collaborative effort
among government depart-
ments, agencies and the pri-
vale sector to identify and
bridge gaps in food safety
regulations and practices.

He made this call while
speaking at a workshop on
Food Control  System
Assessment for Pakistan,
organized by the Food and
Agriculture  Organization
( FAQ) of the United Nations

in collaboration with the
Ministry of
Planning Pakistani cuisine

recipes

'he event brought 1ogeth-
er kev stakeholders from
government, international
organizations, the private
sector, ministries and the
food industry to discuss the
pressing challenges and
opportunities in Pakistan’s
food safery and quality land-
scape.

In his address, the minis-
ter underscored the Impor-
tance of formulating com-
prehensive action plans and
implementing strategies that
align Pakistan’s food safety
protocols with global best
practices.

He highlighted the signifi-
cance of food safety and reg-
ulation, which has gained
increasing global impor-
tance. Ahsan Igbal pointed
out the multiple food-related

challenges Pakistan faced,
including malnutrition and

foodborne diseases. particu-
larly among children and the
seneral  population.  He
stressed that ensuring food
safety was not only critical for
the health and well-being of
citizens but also essential for
achieving Pakistan’s econom-
ic ohjectives. As part of the
URAAN PAKISTAN initia-
tive, he said the country’s
exporis would be a key driver
of economic growth.Pakistani
cuisine recipes

With s wvast agriculural
potential, the minister said
Pakistan has the ability to gen-
erate substantial value through
the export of agricultural and
food products. However, he
siressed that for Pakistan to
fully capitalize on this poten-
tial, it was essential to under-
stand and comply with global
food safety certifications, reg-
ulations, and standards. The
minister expressed confidence
that the deliberations from the
workshop would result in a
clear roadmap, and the forth-
coming report would provide
a structured path forward.

(i ‘\

resilience strategies for vulnerable nations

APP

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to the
Prime Minister for Climate Change,
Romina Khurshid Alam has emphasized
the need for climate prosperity through
bold economic and financial resilience
strategies to alract investments and
resources that will advance the realiza-
tion of climate and development goals.

In a meeting with the high-level dele-
gation of the Climate Vulnerable Forum
(CVF) of the Vulnerable Twenty (V20)
group led by Sara Jane Ahmed, Managing
[Mrector on Monday, Alam highlighted
the significant challenges faced by cli-
mate-vulnerable countries, including the
lack of a collective woice in global
processes often dominated by wealthy
nations.

She underscored the persistent repre-
sentation deficit that these countries
encounter, along with the exacerbated
financial instability caused by climate
vulnerabilities.

The Climate Vulnerable Forum delega-
tion visited the minstry of climate
change 1o conduct a meeting o engage
in-country consultations tor the develop-
ment of Pakistan’s Climate Prosperity
Plan, a low-carbon, long-term, national

investment strategy.Pakistant  cuisine
FeCipes

“The reality for climate-vulnerable
nations is harsh, These countries are not
only dealing with the immediate impacts
of climate change but also face a contin-
uous struggle for recognition and
resources in global negotlations,” said
Ms, Alam.

“To address this, we must push for
ambitious, inclusive strategies that ensure
financial resilience and attract  the
resources needed to achieve our chimate
and development goals.”

Additional Secretaries Zulfigar Younus
and Hamad Shamimi and other high offi-
clals of Climate Ministry also attended
the meeting,

The Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF)
is a key international coalition of 70
countries representing 1.75 billion people
across Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Latin
America, and the Pacific. The forum
works o amplify the voices ol nations
most affected by climate change, and its
headquarters is located in Accra, Ghana,

Alam reaffirmed Pakistan’s commit-
ment to fostering regional collaboration,
specifically focusing on measures o mit-
igate climate risks and secure financial
resilience.

Rule of law and governance-driven approach
termed vital for restructuring Pak-Atfghan ties

ONLINE

ISLAMABAD: Restructuring Pakistan-
Afghanistan relations require a departure
from short-term policy fixes toward a com-
prehensive, strategic, and governance-driv-

en approach. Since the erosion of the rule of

law and the spread of divisive rhetoric fuel
mistrust and instability, this approach must
prioritize mutual recognition of sovereign-
ty, the rejection of polarizing narratives, the
restoration of the rule of law, public owner-
ship in law enforcement, and institutional
integrity, The views were reflected during a
discussion followed by the keynote speech
of Ambassador (r) Asif Durrani, Pakistan’s
former  special  representative  on
Afghanistan, in a roundtable on
“Ceopolitical Imperatives: Redefining
Pakistan-Afghanistan Relations in a Post-
Taliban Era,” held at the Institute of Policy
Studies (IPS), Islamabad.

I'he session was addressed by Khalid
Rahman, chairman [PS, Brigadier (r) Said
Nazir, defense analvst, Noor-ul-Ain
Naseem, policy advisor, GIZ, Dr Farhat Taj,
associate professor, University of Tromsa,

Norway, Ambassador (r) Sved Abrar
Hussain, Ambassador (r) Avaz Wazir, Dr
Lutfur Rehman, an expert on FATA affairs,
and other academics, former officials and
policy experts.

Ambassador (r) Asif Durrani highlighted
that geopolitical challenges in Pak-Afghan
relations, such as the complex tribal dynam-
ics, cross-border trade issues, and refugee
management, cannot be managed through
conventional diplomacy or a garrison
approach. Instead, a govermance-driven

approach rooted in mutual recognition of

sovereignty and an inclusive understanding
of regional complexities is needed for last-
ing stability in all dimensions of this hilat-
eral relationship. He identified the erosion
of the rule of law, amplified by the war
economy of the 1990s that disrupted cen-
tries-old trade and :.ummurml ties, as a key
destabilizing factor in Pak-Afghan rela-
tions. He cautioned that governance fail-
ures, corruption, and mismanagement in
areas like refugee policies, border security,
and transit trade have further deepened law-
lessness, making institutional restructuring
imperative.

Achakzai accepts
Aliya Hamza's
request to join
PTI's Punjab-

wide protests

INP

ISLAMABAD:
Pashtoonkhwa Milli Awami
Party {(PKMAP)
Mahmood Khan Achakzai has
accepted the request of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PT1)
Punjab’s chief organizer Aliva
Hamza to join PT] protests
across various districts n
Punjab.

According to details, a PTI
delegation headed by Aliva
Hamza met "-f]dhmc:ud Khan
Achakzai, who is also head of
the ‘grand alliance of opposi-
tion parties’, in Islamabad and
discussed various political
issues including consultation
on CIFII'JDS" 1130 ]:H'I.'HIE sls m
Punjab.

Sources said that Mahmood
Khan Achakzai will participate
in all the protest demonstra-
tions in Punjab after February
8. He will organise anti-gov-
ernment  demonstrations  in

Punjab from the platform of

the ‘grand alliance of opposi-
lion parties’.

Aliva Hamza also conveved
the message of the PTI founder
to Mahmood Khan Achakzal.

Achakzai praised the efforts of

Aliva Hamza and advised her
to continue working for the
protection of the constitution.

President
Zardari
embarks on
state visit to
China from

Feb 4-8

INP

ISLAMABAD: President
Asif Ali Zardari is scheduled
to undertake a state wvisit 1o
China from February 4-8
(Tuesday to Saturday), 20235,
at the mvitation of Chinese
President Xi Jinping, with the
aim to further bolster the Iron
Brothers Bond between the
two countries.

During the visit, President
Asif Zardari will hold detailed
meetings with Chinese leader-
ship, including President Xi
Jinping. Premier Li Qiang and
other high-ranking Chinese
officials in Beijing,

The discussions will encom-
pass the full
Pakistan-China relations, with
a particular focus on economic
and trade cooperation; count-
er-terrorism  and security col-
laboration; the China-Pakistan
Economic Cormidor (CPEC),
and future connectivity initia-
tives, according to a curtain-
raiser issued by the Foreign
Office in  Islamabad on
Monday.

The two sides will also
exchange views on the unfold-
ing global and regional geopo-
litical landscape, and bilateral
cooperation at  multilateral
fora.
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Tribal Leaders from Khilji Community, Nawab Salman Khilji, Naecem Khan Khilji, Noor

' Khan Khilji and others addressing a press conference, at Quetta press club

Chairman Senate Gilani seeks stronger
Pakistan-US ties for trade and regional peace

ONLINE

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Sved
Yousuf Raza Gilam has said that Pakistan
relations with the United States constituted
an important element of its foreign policy
and that we have a longstanding and
broad-based relationship with the US. He
said that we are desirous to deepened and
broaden this relationship and to continue
working closely with the US 1o promote
regional and international peace and stabil-

ity, US Embassy's Minister Counselor for

political affairs Zach Harkenrider called
on Chairman Senate on Tuesday n
Islamabad and exchanged views on mat-
ters of bilateral significance.

Chairman Senate also congratulated the
LS President Donald Trump on his victory
in the elections and said that we are
desirous of working closely with the new
Trump administration to foster peaceful
and secure future that respects the sover-
cignty and aspirations of all nations.
Chairman Senate observed that our bilater-
al relationship is on the upward trajectory
and it 15 important to mamtain the current
positive momentum. The Chairman Senate
also expressed the desire (0 working with
US on diverse areas including climate
change, mitigation and adaptation , energy
transition , water management, climate
smart agriculture biodiversity and wasie
management. He said that US investment
in different sectors would be more produe-
tive for Pakistani economy and will help in
sustainable economic development. He,

however, underscored the need o further
increase the trade volume between the two
countries. He also encouraged LIS compa-
nies to explore new areas for investment in
Pakistan. We are desirous of diversifving
our bilateral trade relationship with the
LIS, Chairman Senate said.

The Chairman Senate also acknowl-
edged the importance of high level visil
and recalled that during his tenure as
Prime Minister from 2008-2012 frutful
discussions took place. He said that there
is need w furher expedite parliamentary
and high level exchanges and promote
people to people contacts. Chairman
Senate informed that during the recent past
he was able to witness the signing ceremo-
ny of an event in which Punjab and
California were declared sister states.
During the meeting Chairman Senate also
expressed deep sorrow over the recent air
craft crashes in the US acknowledging the
tragic loss of lives and extending condo-
lences to the families affected.

Chairnman Senate emphasized Pakistan
role in regional peace including efforts o
facilitate stability in Afghanistan and sup-
port ongoing dialogue for peace and secu-
rity in South Asia. Highlighting the impor-
tance of regional peace, the Chairman
Senate observed that peace in the region
would have a lasting impact on global
peace and stability. Chairman Senate Syed
Yousuf Raza Gilani observed that we are
focusing on peaceful development and
doing our best to avoid getting into a con-
flict or bloc politics.
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Muslim League (PML-N) President, Mian Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif and Maryam Nawaz Sharifl, Punjab Chief Minister in a
meefing with members of Punjab Assemhl}' in Lahore

Sindh Cabinet approves Agri Income
Tax Bill, but warns of price spiral

INP

KARACHI: Tough times for the Sindh
farmers indeed as the provincial eabinet,
which met with Chief Minister Sved
Murad Ali Shah in the chair on Monday,
approved the Agniculure Income Tax Bill,
2025 under which new taxes would be
levied on the income of farmers, leading 10
fears that the prices of wheat, vegetables
and rice would go up further. Gaving a clar-
ification, the chiel minister said that the
bill would not apply to the livestock sector.

That the Sindh Revenue Board, and not
the Board of Revenue, would collect these
taxes.

Similarly, they added. adjustmems
would be made in the event of any loss
caused to crops by a natural disaster, while

the farmers concealing their agricultural
lands would also be fined. Sources
informed that 20 per cent tax would be
levied on small companies, while 28 per
cent on big ones. If the agricultural income
would be between Rs150 million and
Rs200 million, one per cent tax would be
levied; two per cent tax if the income is
between Rs200 million and Rs250 million;
three per cent tax if the income was
between Rs250 million and Rs300 million;
four per cent tax if the mcome was
between Rs300 million and Rs350 million;
six per cent tax if the income was between
Rs350 million and Rs400 million; eight
per cent tax if the income was between
Rs4(0 million and Rs300 million and 10
per cent tax if the income exceeded Rs300
million, sources elaborated.

President Trump Appoints Tammy
Bruce as State Department Spokesperson,
Garnering Widespread Approval

By Khawaja Farooqg

WASHINGTON: In a strategic move
that underscores his commitment to
effective communication and expen-
enced leadership, President Donald
Trump has appointed Tammy Bruce as
the new spokesperson for the U.S,
Department ol State. Bruce, a seasoned
political analyst and longtime Fox News
contributor, brings a wealth of exper-
ence and a fresh perspective to the role.

President  Trump announced (he
appointment on his social media plat-
form, TRUTH Social, stating, “It is my
great honor to announce that Tammy
Bruce will be joining our incredible

nominee for United States Secretary of

State, Marco Rubio, as spokesperson for
the U.S. Department of State.” He
praised Bruce as “a lughly respected
political analyst who understood the
power and importance of *MAGA’ early
on.”

Bruce's diverse background includes
serving as president of the Los Angeles
chapter of the National Organization for
Women in the 1990s, before transition-
ing to a prominent role in conservative
media. Her unique journey from liberal
activism to conservative commentary
has equipped her with a broad under-
standing ol the political spectrum, mak-

4
ing her an ideal choice for this pivotal
position,

Supporters of the appointment high-
light Bruce's articulate communication
style and her ability to convey complex
policy issues to the public effectively.
Her extensive media experience is

expected to  enhance the Siate
Department’s public engagement and
foster a clearer understanding of 1.S.
foreign policy initiatives.

This appointment reflects President
Trump’s ongoing strategy of incorporat-
ing seasoned media professionals into
key administrative roles. recognizing the
importance of effective communication
In governance.

Bruce's proven track record in media
and her deep understanding of both
domestic and intemational issues are
anticipated 1o serve the State Department
well as it navigates the complexities of
global diplomacy.




