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CM terms launching of GIA is milestone
for development of Balochistan

APP

Quetta: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti on Monday termed the inau-
puration of Gwadar International Airport
(GIA) is a milestone for the development of
Balochistan which would lead the province
on new paths of prosperity and economic
stability.

He said that this airport 15 a historic proj-
ect not only for Balochistan but also for the
whole of Pakistan which would be helptul in
promoting trade activities at national and
international levels.

Addressing at the inauguration ceremony
of Gwadar International  Airport,
Balochistan Chief Minister said that this air-
port is equipped with modemn technology
and world-class facilities which is capable
of handling large aircraft.

He said that this modermn airport would
connect the area with major cities of the
world saving that the completion of Gwadar
International Airport could bring immense
development in the investment, trade and

tourism sectors in the provinee which would
directly benefit the people here:.

Mir Sarfraz said that this project would
provide emplovment opportunities to the
local people and increase training and job
opportunities for the vouth.

“The people of Gwadar have always

plaved a key role in the development of

Balochistan and their cooperation is the
foundation of our successes,” he said.

He said that this project is an important
initiative under China-Pak Economic
Comidor (CPEC) which could make not
only Balochistan but the entire Pakistan
more stable and attractive internationally,

He expressed his determination that more
such development projects would be
launched in the province that could bring

positive change in the lives of the people of

Balochistan,

Thanking the government representa-
tives, local people and experts present, he
said that this successful launch of Gwadar
International Airport is the result of collec-
tive efforts.

Unaware of committee meeting despite
being a member: Justice Shah

ONLINE

ISLAMABAD: Supreme Court judges
have raised concerns over a lack of trans-
parency in case scheduling, with Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah stating that he was
unaware of a judges’ committee meeting
despite being a member.

A hearing took place in the Supreme
Court regarding the powers of constitutional
and regular benches during which Barrister
Salahuddin appeared before a three-member
bench headed by Justice Mansoor Ali Shah,
Express News reported.

Barrister Salahuddin argued that he had
come from Karachi, but the case was not
scheduled for a hearing that day. Justice
Mansoor Al Shah responded that he would
look into the matter and summoned
Additional Registrar Supreme Court, Nazar
Abbas, to explain why the case had not been
scheduled for hearing.

After a bnief adjournment, the hearing

resumed. Deputy Registrar Supreme Court,
Zulfigar Ali, appeared before the court and
informed that a judges’ committee meeting
had taken place, where it was decided that
the case would be scheduled for a hearing
before a constitutional bench on January 27,
The deputy registrar stated that the com-
mitlee’s decision was altached o the case
file. Justice Ayesha Malik added that cases
scheduled before them for the entire week
had been changed, and details regarding
these changes should also be provided.
Justice Mansoor Ali Shah, addressing the
Deputy Registrar, said that they were sitting
in the tea room and asked for details of the
judges' committee meeting minutes and the
changes made to the cases. He directed that
the meeting minutes be brought before
them, and the judges would return to the
courtroom. Later, the Supreme Court
adjourned the hearing until the next day and
issued a show-cause notice to the Additional
Registrar Judicial under contempt.

Govt denies reports of preparing
response to PTI's demands

NEWS DESK

ISLAMABAD: The ongoing negotiations
between the government and the PT1 have
reached a critical juncilure, with disagree-
ments over the formation of a judicial com-
mission threatening to derail the process.
The PTI has set a seven-day deadline for the
formation of the commission, waming that
failure to meet the demand will halt further
talks.

The government’s negotiation committee
spokesperson, Senator Irfan Siddiqui, has
dismissed media reports suggesting a pre-
pared response to the PTI's charter of
demands. Siddiqui clarified that the sub-
committes tasked with drafting the response

has yet to convene, adding that discussions
among coalition parties are still underway.

PTI Charrman Barrister Gohar Al Khan
savs party Founder Imran Khan has instruct-
ed that if the commission is not formed in
seven days,

the fourth sitting with the government
commitiee would not take place. He also
insisted on the formation of a judicial com-
mission, citing examples from India’s judi-
ciary, including inquiries into the Babn
Mas)id case

*If commissions can be formed for such
cases, why not for ours? he questioned,
adding that it was the responsibility of the
commitiee spokesperson to make the nego-
tiations successful.
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Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, Federal Minister

lKhwaja Asif coming out of the Gwadar Airport.

Rawalpindi: Major General Mohammad Bagheri, Chief of General Staff (CGS) of the
Iranian Armed Forces Monday visited the General Headquarters (GHQ) and called on

General Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), Chief of Army Staff (COAS),

PM says no negligence will be

L BN |

tolerated in preparations of Hajj 2025
PM directs swift repair work of damaged
protective fences on motorways in one month

APP

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday reviewed preparations for Hajj
20235, directing that no negligence in prepara-
tions will be tolerated.

“Pilgrims are the guests of Allah Almighty,
therefore no negligence will be accepted in terms
of services and assistance for them.” the prime
minister stressed. Chaired a meeting 1o review
preparations for Hajj 2025 here, the prime minis-
ter directed to ensure all possible facilities and
assistance to the Hujjaj (pilgrims) during the
upcoming Hajj. He mstructed 1o prepare a com-
prehensive briefing with respect to the prepara-
tion of Hajj 2025 and present it in coming days.

He also directed to present a detailed briefing
on the selection criteria of Moavineen Hajj (Hajj
assistants), their responsibilities and other
arrangements. He said the best possible training
facility should be provided to the pilgrims,
besides ensuring selection of capable officers
having good repute for Hajj duty.

He also ordered to take special care of resi-
dence, travel and other facilities for the pilgrims.
“Merit and transparency must be ensured in
deployment of the Moavineen.”

Therefor, Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday directed the National Highway
Authority (NHA) to ensure swift repair work of
all damaged protective fences on motorways in
one month and initiate stringent action against
those stealing or damaging the fence

The prime minister chaired separate review
meetings on issues pertaining to the NHA and
safety measures on the national highways and
motorways, a Prime Minster’s Office news
release said. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
the occasion emphasized that the national high-
ways and motorways were the backbone of
national development and the country's econo-
my. He said that providing the best travel facili-
ties across the country was one of the top priori-
ties of the government. The prime minister
directed to form a steering committes 1o review
the work related to construction.

CGS of
Iranian
Armed
Forces calls

New Gwadar Int'l
airport to boost country's
development: Asif

INP New  Gwadar  International

on CO AS Airport will also create job oppor-
GWADAR: Minister for tunities for the people.
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APP Pakistan,
Rawalpindi: Major | mony  of
General Mohammad

Bagheri, Chief of General
Stafl (CGS) of the lranian
Armed Forces Monday vis-
ited the General
Headquarters (GHQ) and
called on General Syed

mote trade

Airport will play an important
the development of

Addressing the maugural cere-
New
International Airport in Gwadar
on Monday, he said this Airport
will play an important role to pro-
and tourism in the
country besides bringing positive
change in our economy.

Khawaja Muhammad Asil said

International Airport.

He said we have put Gwadar on
the path of progress and prosperi-
ty through the China Pakistan
Economic Corridor.

Chiet Mimister of Balochistan,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, Governor of
Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail and high ranking
officers were also present in the
inaugural ceremony of New
Gwadar International Airport.

Gwadar

Asim Munir, NI (M), Chief
of Army Staft (COAS).

During the meeting, both
sides discussed matters
related to the prevailing
regional

security environment and
bilateral defence coopera-
tion, said a news release
1ssued by Inter-Services
Public Relations.

Lpon his arrival at GHQ),
Major General Mohammad
Bagheri laid a floral wreath
al the Yadgar-e-Shuhada in
homage to Pakistan’s mar-
IyVrs.

He was warmly received,
including a guard of honor
presented by a smartly
tumed-out contingent of the
Pakistan Army.

President, Asif Ali Zardari welcoming Major General
Dr. Mohammad Bagheri, Chief of General Staft of the
Iranian Armed Forces, at Aiwan-e-Sadr in Islamabad

Triumphant Trump set for return to power

By Khawaja Farooq

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump will be sworn in as US
president on Monday, ushering in another turbulent four-year
term with promises to push the limits of executive power,
deport millions of immigrants, secure retribution against his

sign as soon as Monday after taking the oath of office. At a
campaign-style rally on Sunday in Washington, Trump vowed
to impose harsh immigration restrictions on his first day.

As he did in 2017, Trump enters office as a chaotic and dis-
ruptive force, vowing to remake the federal government and

political enemies and transform the role of the US on the 1

world stage.

Trump's inauguration completes a triumphant comeback
for a political disrupter who survived two impeachment trials,
a felony conviction, two assassination attempts and an indict-
ment for attempting to overturn his 2020 election loss.

The ceremony will take place at noon (1700GMT) inside
the Rownda of the US Capitol, four yvears after a mob of
Trump supporters breached the symbol of American democ-
racy in an unsuccessful effort to forestall the Republican
Trump's 2020 defeat 1o Democrat Joe Biden. The swearing-in
was moved indoors for the first time in 40 years due 1o the

extreme cold.

Trump, the first US president since the 19th century to win
a second term afier losing the White House, has said he will
pardon "on Day One” many of the more than 1,500 people
charged in connection with the January 6, 2021, attack.

That promise is among a flurry of executive actions con-
cermning immigration, energy and tariffs that Trump intends to

Kamala Harris by more than 2

expressing deep scepticism about the US-led alliances that
have shaped post-World War Two global politics.

The former president retums to Washington emboldened
after winning the national popular vote over Vice President

2 million votes thanks to a

groundswell of voter frustration over per-
sistent inflation, though he still fell just
short of a 50% majority. In 2016, Trump
won the Electoral College - and the presi-
dency - despite receiving nearly 3 million
fewer votes than Hillary Clinton,

Jeremi Suri, a presidential historian at
the University of Texas at Austin, com-
pared the present era to the late 19th centu-
ry, when Grover Cleveland became the
only other president to win non-consecus-
tive terms. Like now, he said, that was a
time of upheaval, as industrial advances
transformed the economy, wealth inequali-
tv exploded and the proportion of immi-
grant Americans rcached a historical peak.
"What we're really talking aboun is a funda-
mentally different economy, a fundamen-
tally different country in terms of its racial
and gender and social makeup.

Conviction
aimed at forcing
political deal:
Imran Khan

NEWS DESK

RAWALPINDI: Imran Khan, the
founding chairman of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), believes that his
recent sentencing in the £190m case is
part of a political strategy to force him
into making a deal, and has dismissed
any suggestions of negotiations or com-
promise,

During a media interaction outside
Adiala Jail, Imran's sister, Aleema Khan,
conveved her brother’s position, stating
that the PTI founding chairman had firm-
lv rejected the notion of a deal,

"He is not going to make any deals. He
has no intention of negotiating with the
government. He will continue to face the
cases against him, regardless of how
long he stays in prison,” Aleema Khan
remarked.

Imran Khan's comments were in
responsc o his conviction in the £190
million Al-Qadir Trust case. which saw
both him and his wife, Bushra Bibi, sen-
tenced. Khan, however, believes the sen-
tence is politically motivated and
designed to break his resolve.

Aleema Khan further clarified that the
decision had nothing to do with any
ONgoing negotiation commitiees.

She emphasised that her brother had
advocated for the case to be taken fo
higher courts where it could be examined
thoroughly.

She added that the case would reveal
more facts as it proceeded through the
legal system.

She also questioned the fairness of the
judicial process, pointing out that figures
like former President Asif Ali Zardan
and former Prime Minister Nawaz Shanf
were not held accountable in similar
cases, "Why 1s it only Imran Khan and
Bushra Bibi who are facing these
charges?" she asked.

The PTI leadership has expressed con-
fidence that the higher courts will offer a
fair hearing and allow them to present a
detailed case.

BHC’s three
Additional Judges
take oath

APP

Quetta: Balochistan High Court
{BHC)'s three Additional Judges includ-
ing Muhammad Najmuddin Mengal,
Muhammad  Ayub  Tareen  and
Muhammad Asif Reki took oath.On
Monday,

Chief Justice of Balochistan High
Court Justice Muhammad Hashim Khan
Kakar administered the oath to the three
additional judges at the BHC Quetta.

The oath-taking ceremony was attend-
ed by Balochistan High Court judges,
Supreme Court Bar  Association
President Mian Rauf Atta Advocate,
High Court Registrar Jan Muhammad
Gohar, Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir
Khan., Balochistan High Court Bar
President Mir Attaullah Lango, Pakistan
Bar Council Member Munir Ahmed

Kakar Advocate, Zahoor Mengal
Advocate, Muhammad Al Kakar

Advocate, Abdul Sadig Khilji Advocate,
Syed Saleem Akhtar Advocate, Khalid
Khan Kakar Advocate, Tarig Buul
Advocate, Nadir Chhalgari Advocate,
Bakhtiar Bazai Advocate, law officers,
lawyers and a large number of journal-
ists.

90 Palestinian

prisoners freed as
first Gaza truce

exchange completes
IE

GAZA: lsrael released 90 Palestinian
prisoners on Monday afier Hamas hand-
ed over three Israeli hostages, complet-
ing the first exchange under a  long-
awaited truce aimed at ending more than
15 months of war in Gaza.

The three hostages released Sunday,
all women, were reumited with their fam-
ilies and taken to hospital in central
Israel where a doctor said they were n
stable condition.

Hours later in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank, Palestinian prisoners
released by Israel in exchange left Ofer
prison on buses at around 1:00 am (2300
GMT Sunday), with jubilant crowds cel-
ebrating their arrival in the nearby town
of Beitunia.

As the ceasefire took effect on Sunday
moming, thousands of displaced, war-
weary Palestinians set off across the dev-
astated Gaza Stnp to return home.

In the northern area of Jabalia, hun-
dreds streamed down a sandy path, head-
ing to an apocalyptic landscape piled
with rubble and destroyed buildings.

“We are finally in our home. There is
no home left. just rubble, but it’s our
home,” said Rana Mohsen, 43, back in
Jabalia. The initial 42-day truce was bro-
Kered by Qatari, US and Egyptian medi-
ators.




2 N ATION AL, Tvesday, sanuary, 21,2025

| Daily Mirror

*KP CM stresses PTI’s commitment to
rule of law, judicial independence

INP

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur reaf-
firmed Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI)
dedication to upholding democracy, the
rule of law, and the protection of citizens'
fundamental rights.

Speaking in a statement, Gandapur
emphasized that PTI founder lmran Khan
and his wite, Bushra Bibi. continue to
demonstrate unwavering faith in the law,
despite what thev consider to be unjust
treatment.

He stated that their struggle would per-
sist as long as Khan remains committed to
the cause, declaring, “We will stand by
PTI founder Imran Khan until my last
breath.”

The Chief Minister also highlighted the
importance of an independent judiciary
and media freedom. underscoring that
those who live in fear often compromise
their principles. He reaffirmed that PTI's
core struggle is to ensure that democracy
flourishes, and the rule of law 15 main-
tained in Pakistan.

In related developments, the PTI nego-

tiation committee, led by spokesperson
Sahibzada Hamid Raza, has communicat-
ed that the party will not continue negoti-
ations with the government unless a judi-
cial commission is established to investi-
gate the events of May 9 and November

26. The committee has set a deadline of

January 31 for the government to take
action, warning that without the formation
of a judicial commission, talks will not
progress.

Following a meeting with Imran Khan
at Adiala Jail, Raza stressed that the ball
was now in the govemment's court.
*Imran Khan has made it clear that we are
not seeking a judge of our own choosing,
but an impartial commission to identify
those responsible for the events of May 9
and November 26,” Raza explained. He
added that PTI's demands had alrcady
been submitted in writing to the govern-
ment’s negotiation committee.

The PTI committee also raised concerns
regarding the release of prisoners, another
key demand. Raza noted that the negotia-
tions were held in a controlled environ-
ment, but emphasized that the next steps
rested with the government.

Punjab Chief Minister, Maryam Nawaz Sharif interacts with students during the Honhaar
Scholarship Programme held at Ghazi University in Dera Ghazi Khan

.
Arif Alvi rushes to

SHC for protective
bail as another
case filed

INP

KARACHI: Former presi-
dent Dr Anf Alvi fearing
arrest again, rushed to Sindh
High Court (SHC} on
Monday to seek protective
bail in another case lodged
against him.

Arif Alvi has been named
in the fourth case at Wah
Canit pohee station. He had
already obtained bail in first
three cases.

Late last month, the
Peshawar High Court (PHC)
had granted transit bail to
Arif Alvi and directed him 1o
appear before the respective
trial  courts. The PHU
approved 40-day bail for the
former president.

During the hearing, the

Pakistan Post Holding 54th international letter writing competition for young

defence counsel told the
court that many cases have

been registered against Anf
Alvi and his son Awab Alvi
in different police stations of
the country, suspecting their
arrest.

The PHC was requested 10

people's 2025: Faisal Jahangir Manager Marketing Pakistan Post Quetta

Evening shifts
started in 50 ICT
schools; Farah

Governor cuts cake
during first flight on GIA

cational institution.

Full Name, Father Name, Age,
Class, Name of institution with com-
plete address & telephone number,

(Consolation Prizes will also be
given to 50 best letter writers.)

The best letter in Pakistan (English
version only) will be sent to the

PRESS RELEASE

QUETTA: Manager Marketing
Pakistan Post Faisal Jahangir said In a

. joint move with the universal Postal  Universal Postal Union, where a jury  length of letter from 500 to 800 words, | restrain the police from

ﬂ'p El’ﬂtlﬂﬂﬂl APP union (UPL]) Pakistan Post is holding  set up by UPU will select winners to Terms and conditions.]. Each par- | arresting them in any of the
54th International Letter Writing  be awarded gold, silver and bronze ticipate must send his'her entry indi- | cases. The former president

APP [ SLAMARAD: | Competition for  young peo- medals bearing relevant inscription  vidually throughUrgent Mail Service | along with PTI founder

Imran Khan and others have
also been booked in a case
related to the November 24
protests. In a case registered
at the Taxila police station n
Rawalpindi under the Anti-
Terrorism  Act, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
All Amin Gandapur and
other PTI leaders. including

ple's(2025). The them for the and their names as well as certificates
Competition is"lmagine you are the  and other consolation prizes by the
ocean"Write a letter 1o someone  UPU.

explaining why and how they should Students of not more than 15 years  courier or through DR shall be hable
take good care of you?" of age can participate in the competi-  to be rejected.

In addition to Pakistan Postage tion by sending a letter either in 3. Entries in bulk shall not be
Stamps Album and Certificate of merit  English or Urdu duly verified by the  accepted. Entries received in this way
following three cash prizes will be  head of their educational institution to  will be retuned.
awarded 1o those wining first three  the Assistant Director (Mail & PS) 4. The composition must be present-
positions in this competition: - office of  the Postmaster  ed in the form of a letter (Dear.... and

(UMS) or through Registered Post
from any Post office.
2. Entries received through private

Parliamentary  Secretary
for Ministry of Federal
Education and Professional
Training Farah Naz Akbar
on Monday informed the
National Assembly that the

OQUETTA: Balochistan Governor  Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail on Monday cut a cake during first flight on
New Gwadar International Airport (GIA) Operational.

He said that the New Gwadar International Airport
(GGIA) has become operational and n this regard, a
Pﬂkiiﬁlﬂn Ilntcnmtiunl::l Aidrlines | Plf‘l'a] plane has become Evening shifts had been
the first flight to arrive at the new airport. started in 50 schools across

On the occasion of the new airport becoming opera- | yhe  [slamabad  Capital
tional, Balochistan Governor Jafar Khan Mandokhail Territory (ICT).

traveled from Karachi to Gwadar in a PIA flight with pas- Replying to supplemen- 15t Fri:_*.e Rs. [ 0000/ - GeneralBalochistan Quetta. include the address of the recipient and Shehryar Riaz, I!ammnd
sengers. While Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz | ary questions during the 2nd Prize Rs. 8000/ The following particulars should be  sender as well as a proper signature | Azhar, and Asad Qaiser, had
Bugti and Minister for Defense and Aviation Khawaja | Question Hour of the lower 3rd Prize Rs. 3000/ authenticated by the Head of the edu-  ending. | also been named.

Asif were present at Gwadar International Airport.

house of the Parliament,
she said that 7,500 students
were being enrolled who
were out of school in the
ICT area.

Farah added that stu-

PEC establishes first Facilitation Desk
in Balochistan at BUITEMS

dents would get Rs 5000 APP The establishment of this platform is |-~
each month, part of PEC’s broader effort to enhance the
Meanwhile replying to ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan  self-esteem and pride of engineers in

Warm clothes are being selling at roadside stall as the
demand of warm clothes increased in city during the winter

season on below freezing temperature, in Quetta

another question, she | Engineering Council (PEC) has launched  Pakistan and offer them opportunities for e

informed that the Ministry | its first-ever PEC Facilitation Desk in  professional development. L T T T by sy e ]

of Federal Education and | Balochistan, marking a significant step for During the inauguration ceremony, PEC || ™00 o H g e il AP L

Professional Training had | the province's engineering  Chairman, Engineer Wasim Nazir, empha- A 7Y 4l A P S T T S _*‘ﬂ

sought records from the | community.Pakistani cuisine recipes sized that the purpose of the facilitation RN 7 N TN A

Federal Directorate of The desk, set up at the Balochistan desk is to restore the pride and dignity of || i, " R T S "’H;..::-LH -
= - L [ : bW el [

Education for the regular-
ization of remaining teach-
ers. She added that 73
remaining teachers of 132

University of Information Technology,
Engineering and Management Sciences
(BUITEMS) in Quetta, is designed to sup-

port fresh engineering graduates in their

engineers in the country. “Engineers play a
kev role in national development, and [ am
confident our efforts to elevate the profes-
sional standing of engineers will help

An eye-caiching view of a snow covered area afier the

snowlall of winter season, which more decreases the tem-

P

erature below in minus degree Celsius, at Koh-i-Chiltan

would be regularized soon. | professional journey.

shape the future of engineering .

area of Balochistan.
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Champions Trophy prepara-
tions on schedule, PCB says

SPORTS DESK

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) allayed fears about
the readiness of the venues for this vear’s Champions
Trophy as it welcomed media for a tour of stadiums in
Lahore and Karachi on Monday. The eight-team 350-over
event will be the first global tournament to be held
Pakistan n 28 vears. India, however, will play all their
matches in Dubai due to the hostile relationship between
the two countries. Stadiums in Lahore, Karachi and
Rawalpindi are being upgraded and if the tournament is
successful more could follow in a country deemed unsafe
following a 2009 attack on touring Sri Lankan cricketers.
“*We are on schedule to complete the renovation and
upgrade of the Gaddati Stadium (in Lahore),” PCB
spokesperson Sami Ul Hasan said.

hg TENDER NOTICE &

TSE-242501629603 Only electronic bid will be submitted, No
physical bid is required. Note: In All Procurements of GOB
Whether Through Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is
Mandatory For All Bidders to Get Registered At Electronic
Public Procurement System of BPPRA GOB. The EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER IRRIGATION DIV: DERA BUGTI invites bids from
Eligible Bidders for execution of following works for the Year 2025
based on Composite schedule rates 2023 on Percentage Rates
Tender Fee Rs.1000/- and Bid Security 2%

S.No NameofWork/s EiCost

1 CONSTRUCTION OF BHALLSTORAGE 114,825,000
BUNDATS IN BAKIAR AREA,

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules — 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in
Active Tax Payer List The bidding firm must not be blacklisted by any
procuring agency of Pakistan Balechistan Revenue Authority
Registration is required The bidder must have completed 1
Assignment of similar nature of work Tum averof at least 80,377 500
PKR Amount in3 subsequent previous years showing financial
capacity of the firm Registration with Pakistan Engineering council
(PEC) C-4 and above (Upto 200 millicn) In Relevant Category And
Specialized Code is CE04(ii) (Irigation & Flood Control Systems),
CEO4(jii) (dams only). The bidder must have complated 1 No similar
nature scheme with the minimum cost of value of 80.000 Million. The
bidder must have 1 No of similar nature schame in hand with the
minimum cost of value of 80.000 Milion. The bidder must provide bid
security of 2% in shape of call deposit/ bank guarantee. The bidder
must provide Tender fee of Rs. 1000 in shape of Green Challan.
Procedure Of Procurement:Single Stage Two Envelope Bidding
Procedure Bid Security: The bids must accompany Bid Security in
the form of Bank Gurantee, Deposit at Call of 2 % specified above in
the name of the under-signed from a scheduled bank Tender
Documents: The NIT & Bidding Document can be obtained
electronically from www.bppra.gob.pk Issuance of tender
Documents: Complete Bidding Document can be viewed at
www.bppra.gob pk Last Date of bid submission: Bid can only be
submitted electronically latest by 04 February, 2025 till 09:00 AM
through supplier dashboard. Tender opening: All lenders will be
opened on same day at 10:00 AM on EPPS System Address:
Irrigation Department Dera Bugti Phone no: 08354 10564

Faxno: 03456070155 Email: nisarahmedmughent50@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
IRRIGATION DIVISION
DERA BUGTI

dprgoah f G dpprbalochilaran

PRQ No.2897/20-1-2025

":J wwwLdprgob.pk W Eadpr_ gk i)

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic reacts after a point against Czech Republic’'s Tomas Machac during
their men’s singles match on day six of the Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne

Djokovic suggests ‘nice
dancers' should come on
court between sets

SPORTS DESK

MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic said on Friday
that tennis needs to be "more fun" and sugeested
dancers should be brought on court during breaks.

The Serbian wveteran said while the sport had a
proud history and tradition, it had been slow in keep-
ing pace with a new generation that does not have "a
ereat attention span”.

He was commenting after admiiting he got "hot-
headed" with elements of the crowd during his
Australian Open third-round win against 26th seed
Tomas Machac.

Some light mid=-match entertainment might also
help fans and players relax, he said.

"I think that we should try to look to connect more
with the younger people,” he said. "l want to see a lit-
tle bit more entertainment.

"For example, why wouldn't we consider doing
something between the sets like the Super Bowl or, |
don’t know, the NBA?

"When there is a timeout, they have, you know,

dancers come in and this and that. I wouldn’t have a
problem with that.

"MNice dancers, there for a few minutes more break
s0 | can relax my nerves and think about something
else.

"1 feel like it would bring more fun elements and
entertainment to tennis, that we know has been quite
traditional and maybe conservative in some things."

Djokovie, who is bidding for a record 25th Grand
Slam title in Melbourneg, said he respected the tradi-
tions of Wimbledon too much to suggest it should
occur at the All England Club.

But he was open to new concepts being introduced
elsewhere.

"With Wimbledon I wouldn®t change much. |
would keep it as it is because it’s so unique, all white
and strawberries and cream and everything about it is

Just so elegant and classy,” he said.

"But all the others, US Open, | mean, in USA, vou

guys know very well what entertainment s about,
"So I'm up for it, just like maybe gradual changes.
"Dancers first.”

@

‘PCB to pay
additional $100,000
to elite PSL
recruits’

SPORTS DESK

KARACHI: The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) will pay
an additional sum of $100.000 to six high-profile foreign
players in the HBL Pakistan Super League franchisees for
making themselves available for the upcoming edition for
the event, the Press Trust of India (PTI) news agency
reported on Sunday.

According to PT1, the PCB agreed to shell out the money
from a special fund which has now grown to $1 million.

During the PSL draft, the PCB had set a maximum base
price salary of $200,000 to franchises for each overseas
playver, “David Wamer, for example came onboard for a fee
of $300,000 and $100,000 of this will be paid to him by the
PCB from the special fund,” the PTI quoted a PSL official
as saving. The official explained that a few years ago, the
PSL governing council decided that when the central pool’s
net broadcast revenue reached Rs3 billion, $500,000.

Qﬁ TENDER NOTICE é@z

The YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CENTRE QUETTA invites bids from
eligible Bidders for supply of following items. TSE-242501628382
Only electronic bid will be submitted, No physical bid is
required. Note: In All Procurements of GOB Whether Through
Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is Mandatory For All
Bidders to Get Registered At Electronic Public Procurement

System of BPPRAGOB.  Tender Fee Not required
S.No Class of Object Bid Securify
1 Education and Training Servicas 2%

(Total ltem(s) Count: 7)
Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Frocurement Rules — 2014, Eligibility of Bidders: 5Assignments of
Similar Nature and Complexity Worth PKR. 20,000,000 Million each
in Previous 5 Years Accumualted Turn over of at least
FKR.100,000,000 Million in 1 Subsequenl Previous Years Presence
in Active Tax Payer List BRA Registration Certificate The bidding firm
must not be currenlly blacklisted by any procuring agency of
Pakistan Procedure Of Procurement: Single Stage Two Envelope
Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must accompany Bid
Security in the form of Bank Gurantee,Deposit at Call of 2 %
specified above in the name of tha under-signed from a scheduled
bank. Tender Documents: The NIT & Bidding Document can be
oblained electronically from www.bppra.gob.pk Issuance of tender
Documents: Complete Bidding Document can be viewed at
www bppra gob pk Last Date of bid submission: Bid can only be
submitted electronically latest by 04 February, 20258l 11:00 AM
through supplier dashboard. Tender opening: All lenders will be
opened on same day at 12:00 PM on EPPS System Address:
Directorate of Youth Affairs BAlochistan, Ayub Stadium, Queita
Phone no: 3337801978 Email: H.ejazalid @gmail com
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At breaking
point

AKISTAN’S prisons have become a
masterclass in how not to run a correc-
tional system. With facilities bursting
at 152pc of their capacity and three-quarters
of inmates merely awaiting their day in
court, the country’s jails serve as monuments
to bureaucratic paralysis rather than justice.
A recent report, Pakistan’s Prison Landscape,
tells a compelling story: 102,026 prisoners
crammed into spaces designed for 65,811.
Karachi Central Prison, operating at an eye-
watering 355pc of capacity, resembles a sardine
tin more than a correctional facility.

Most troubling is that 74,918 of these inmates
are still awaiting trial, caught in the quicksand
of a sluggish judicial system that makes
Dickens’ Jarndyce v Jarndyce look expeditious.
Pakistan’s lawmakers have only worsened mat-
ters. The 2022 amendment to the Control of]
Narcotics Substances Act, which axed parole
and probation options for drug offenders, has
achieved precisely what any first-year criminol-
ogy student could have predicted: a surge in
incarcerations.

In Punjab alone, drug-related imprisonments
account for nearly 30pc of the prison popula-
tion.

Behind the prison walls, conditions would make
a mediaeval jailer blush. Inmates navigate an
obstacle course of unhygienic conditions, dirty
water, meagre food, and exploitative labour
practices. Family visits and legal consultations
are treated as luxury items rather than basic
rights.

The solutions are not rocket science. Pakistan
must first drag its pre-trial detention system into
the 21st century. The practice of tossing people
behind bars for minor offences does not make
any sense.

A proper bail reform package, paired with read-
ily available legal aid, could thin the crowds
considerably. Alternative sentencing desperate-
ly needs a seat at the table. Community service
programmes — absent from Pakistan’s penal
menu — could offer a more sensible approach
for minor offenders while giving overcrowded
cells some breathing room.

The Pakistan Prison Rules of 1978 have aged
about as well as telegram in the age of smart-
phones, and cry out for modernisation across all
provinces.

With an incarceration rate of just 40 prisoners
per 100,000 population — barely a third of the
global median — Pakistan’s crisis becomes
even more perplexing. This low rate, far from
being a success story, masks a troubling reality:
a justice system too overwhelmed to process
cases effectively, with informal dispute resolu-
tion filling the vacuum. That such a modest
caseload has still managed to overwhelm the
prison system speaks volumes about its struc-
tural deficiencies.

By Barrister Usman Ali, Ph.D.

Imran Khan’s Conviction:

mran Khan’s conviction, along-
Iside his wife Bushra Bibi’s, on

corruption charges related to
the Al-Qadir Trust case marks a
significant turning point in
Pakistan’s political and judicial his-
tory. The allegations centered on
their acceptance of land from real
estate tycoon Malik Riaz in
exchange for legal protection of his
assets, after the UK’s National
Crime Agency seized £190 million
from Riaz. Following a vear-long
trial, during which the defense was
given ample opportunity to present
evidence, the court sentenced Khan
to 14 years and Bushra Bibi to 7
yvears. This decision reflects the
judiciary’s commitment to address-
ing high-level corruption, with
detailed judgments and adherence
to due process signaling a reliance
on legal principles.
However, Pakistan's broader judicial
and political context complicates the
perception of this case. The judiciary
has historically laced accusations of
bias and political motivations, partic-
ularly in cases involving high-profile
higures. Examples of courts allegedly
acting under government influence to
convict political opponents have fos-
tered public skepticism about the fair-
ness of judicial outcomes. Such
precedents cloud the legitimacy of
even well-founded convictions.
Furthermore, it is common for politi-
cians to deflect responsibility by
framing convictions as conspiracies
orchestrated by rivals. These recur-
ring dynamics create an environment
where public trust in the judiciary
remains fragile.
Imran Khan's supporters often high-

light his claims
of being a princi-
1 pled, honest, and

e
ﬁb non-traditional
** politician. This

y case provides an
opportunity for
him to substanti-
ate those claims,
Khan could choose to clearly explain
the reasons behind acquiring land
from Malik Riaz, the substantial
funds for its development, and the
diamond ring received by his wife.
Alternatively, he could acknowledge
the charges and seek forgiveness from
the nation, setting a bold precedent in
Pakistan’s political culture. Such a
step could portray him as a distinct
and principled leader, potentially bol-
stering his popularity.

In this specific instance, the court’s
thorough trial process and the
defense’s inability to counter the alle-
gations stand out. The evidence pre-
sented by the prosecution, coupled
with a lack of credible rebuttal from
Khan, significantly undermines his
claims of innocence.

The documented misuse ot power and
breach of fiduciary duty, as outlined
by the prosecution, leave little room
for doubt about the judgment’s validi-
ty.

The severity ot the sentences further
underscores the gravity of the offens-
es, particularly given the misuse of
public office involved.

Yet, this conviction raises broader
questions about its implications for
Pakistan’s political and judicial land-
scape. Does this case signal the start
of a new era of accountability where
no one is above the law? Or is it mere-

Justice or Political Vendetta?

lv another chapter in the country’s
history of politically motivated
actions? While the judgment appears
rooted in due process, public trust in
the judiciary will only improve
through consistent impartiality and a
willingness to address all corruption
cases, regardless of political affilia-
tion.

This case also highlights the
entrenched culture of impunity among
Pakistan’s political elite. Few politi-
cians openly admit to wrongdoing,
even in the face of overwhelming evi-
dence. Instead, they often adopt a
defensive stance, accusing opponents
ol victimization. Khan's response 1o
this verdict aligns with this pattern,
but his failure to present a credible
defense during the trial weakens his
claims. For many, this outcome serves
as a reminder of the importance of
accountability and transparency in
governance, offering a rare instance
where due process appeared to pre-
vail.

Imran Khan's conviction may be
viewed as a double-edged sword: a
step forward in combating corruption
but one that risks being dismissed as
politically driven by his supporters.
The onus now lies on Pakistan’s judi-
ciary and political system to demon-
strate fairness and impartiality in
addressing all corruption cases,
regardless of the individuals involved.
If this precedent is upheld consistent-
ly, it could pave the way for a
stronger, more accountable svstem of
governance. For now, the case under-
scores a critical lesson: accountability
must transcend political divides to
truly uphold the rule of law and
rebuild public trust.

By M.R Malik

The Wheel of Time

hese stories are also related

I to our society, four poor sis-
ters tried to commit collec-

tive suicide by jumping into deep
water, three of them drowned.
Marriages were not taking place
and no relationship was coming to
their doorstep due to the poverty of
the family. Half of the newspapers
are black with the achievements of
the government and the struggle of
political parties who want to take
away the government. You only
know half the truth every day. We
live in a society and a country where
life is frozen and In order to main-
tain this freezing or this system,
innumerable arguments are made
every day, but here always half
truth is spoken because the nation
can only digest so much truth. The
hasic idea of 7?this new civilization,
which knows the art of accumulat-
ing wealth effortlessly and buys the
entire market with the power of its
capital, is that no matter how far
yvou have to go to get wealth, what-
ever behavior vou have to adopt is
great. Take it frankly, no matter
how much the sloganeers in this
country shout slogans, but who can
stop their language and strength
here, the art of showing green gar-
den and growing mustard on hands
is a profitable profession of excel-
lence in our country. is But the
truth, even if it is only half, is very
bitter and the effort to hide it is
going on. If you like to hear the
truth, the bitter truth today is that
livelihood and bread are going out
of the hands of the common people
of Pakistan very fast. has destroyed
not only the society but also the
social values 77and now the spirit of
mercy and compassion has disap-
peared from the Pakistani society
while indifference has completely
gripped this nation, if a poor family
in the neigchborhood is dving of

hunger. Comfortable
Neighbor does not give a single
bread to the dead, and now the
insensitive person does not
even think that helping the
neighbor is the basic duty of a
human being. It is known that
the newspapers of Pakistan =
publish terrible news every
day, sometimes prominent
news regarding terrorism comes
before the public and sometimes
incidents of conflicts between reli-
gious sects are brought before the
public, but the main problems of
Pakistan are deliberately kept hid-
den.

is Unemployment and poverty are
spreading rapidly in the country and 1t
is this poverty that is the cause of
domestic fights or bloodshed and vio-
lence of women and children. Here the
sources of income are shrinking and
the sources ol income that are avail-
able are being used with the help of
the state and politics. The specific
group 1s occupied; By returning
domestic assets, unlimited bank bal-
ances in foreign financial institutions
would increase. There are only slo-
gans for the poor people or suicide is
the only way out for them .

In the city of lively hearts, a forced
mother committed suicide after seeing
the hunger of her children for several
days. What else can a mother do other
than risk her life on her children?
Abandoned hungry children, a suici-
dal mother. Clinging to his dead body,
he cried and begged her, "O mother,
get up and come back to life. We
promise vou that we will die of
hunger, but we will not ask you for
bread again."

Another facet of our society is the
account of a memorable wedding in
Multan among the people of the ruling
party. There were thousands of baratis,
innumerable meals were cooked., and
the enforcers of the law themselves

broke the law into
pieces. The law
enforcement admin-
istration  was also
involved in this good
work. In this mar-
riage, the bride
‘brought a dowry of
more than five crore
g | rupees, the bride-
groom was prepared with gold pieces
instead of flowers and the bridegroom
came sitting on a cage that The lion
within Bandh was also the election
symbol of his party From the day the
nation was born with the desire to ride
a lion, the nation has been in a state of
shame, which is riding on this beast,
and the lion 15 riding on the nation and
receiving a bride with a dowry.

In fact, the truth is that the new rich
civilization that grew up in Pakistan,
the ignorant spectacles of this civiliza-
tion have made the society so sick and
miserable at the hands of a mafia that
the brides of the country who bring a
dowry of five crores with them. l'hey
live in search and the voung daughters
of the poor wait for their hands to turn
vellow, and finally, in despair, they
hug the deep waters and sleep. She
offers different kinds of food but runs
the society in such a way that the
starving children cling to the mother's
body and keep promising that "Mom,
don't cry with us, then obey us once
and then you will be stubborn." will
not ask for bread from.

When business and government
become only business, when the prin-
ciple is decided that the poor criminal
will be punished, the criminal leader
will be made the ruler, then such class
justice creates an ignorant civilization
that also rules. And the wealth of the
state is also in his possession, but the
ruler of the rulers keeps turning the
time upside down, those with very
strong chairs reach their end. It doesn't
take long.
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Feb 8 to be commemorated as ‘Day of Development & Progress’: Atta Tarar

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information, Broadcasting, National Heritage
and Culture Attaullah Tarar on Monday said the government would complete
its maiden yecar on February 08, 2025 which will be commemorated as the

PP

“Day of Development and Progress™.

“Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has decided to celebrate the February 8 as
the Youm-e-Tameer o Taraqi because this vear, we have achieved many mile-
stones including the economic growth,™ said the minister while talking to the
media after witnessing the final match of Media Cricket League which fea-

tured 67 matches with participation of various media teams.

He congratulated the Khyber TV on winning the final of the tape ball tour-
nament, and also the Jang Media Group team which was the runner-up of the

competition,

All the media channels must organize such tournaments, he said while
assuring them of the full support of the Ministry of the Information and

Broadcasting in organizing such events which resonated a good message

across the country.
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There is a need to hold more such tournaments that promotes healthy com-
ctition and sportsmanship, he said while reiterating the commitment of the
government which believes in the promotion of sports and games.
He said the consecutive victories of the Pakistan cricket team 15 a manifes-
tation of the government’s commitment, which has been hunting the remark-
able talents by organizing various trial camps.
“We are going to host the Intemational Champions Trophy after a hiatus
which will restore the cricket festivity in the country and promote the game in
Pakistan,” he said, adding the fans would also get the chance to watch the
international plavers playing on Pakistam grounds.
He appreciated the critical role played by Interior Minister and Pakistan
Cricket Board Chairman Mohsin Nagvi in negotiating with the International
Cricket Council for hosting the international tournament in Pakistan.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharil has fully empowered his team in this regard,

he added.

All arrangements regarding the Champions Trophy are complete, he said

calling it a proud moment for the country to host such a big event
Recently, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization was held in Pakistan after

27 vears, he said while recalling the government’s achievements including its

institutions,

imitiatives for the economy that had restored the confidence of international

He said it has been decided to confer awards on high achievers on February

8 for their achievements during this year.
The minister stressed on promoting sportsman spirit in every field to pro-
mote good behavior and ethics. There is no financial constraints in the PTV, he

said vowing revival of the past glory of the national television.

Private sectors anchors have been recruited and it has been made mandato-
ry 1o invite all political parties representatives in the talk shows.

MNegotiations are crucial for political stability, he said while expressing the

hope that it would achieve positive results,

Akora Khattak: JUI(F) chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman is speaking at Khatam Bukhari
and Dastarbandi ceremony at Jamia Darul Uloom Haqqgania,

Cold weather
intensifies in
Balochistan,
more rain,
snowfall

forecast

INP

QUETTA: Mercury fur-
ther dropped after rainfall
and snowfall at mountains in
various parts of Balochistan
as Met Office forecast rain-
fall in  Quetta and other
arcas on Monday.

The Met Office has fore-
cast more rainfall and snow-
fall with strong winds in
Quetta, Mastung, Ziarat,
Pishin and other areas of
Balochistan.

The cold weather spell
will be continued in Karachi
as minimum temperature last
night recorded at 11 Celsius.

According to a weather
advisory, weather conditions
will likely urn cold o very
cold and dry in Karachi and
other parts of the province
under the influence of a
westerly wave over the next
few days.

The cold and dry weather
spell  will continue in
Karachi and other parts of
Sindh. Very cold weather is
expected  in [.arkana,
Tharparkar and Umerkot
districts of the provinee.
Moreover, moderate to
dense fog is likely in Sukkur,
Shaheed Benazirabad,
Shikarpur, Kashmore, Dadu,
Larkana, Khairpur, Tando
Jam and adjoining areas dur-
ing night or morning hours
on Monday.

According the Met office,
the lowest minimum temper-
ature in the province was
recorded at Mithi  and
Mohenjo Daro where mercu-
ry fell to 5°C, followed by
Sukkur 7°C. Dadu and
Mawabshah 9°C, Thatta
11°C and Hyderabad 12°C.

Media report on
preparation of
govt stance in
reply to PTI
charter of
demands, baseless:

Irfan Siddiqui

ONLINE

ISLAMABAD: Irfan
Siddiqui convener govern-
ment negoliation commillee
has refuted the reports regard-
ing preparation of ifs slance
by them n reply o PTI char-
ter of demands saying such
media reports which have
come thought sources are fab-
ricated and contrary to facts.
In his statement on social
media website X he said this
news item and the all the
details mentioned therein are
baseless. He held that the
seven parties included in gov-

ernmeni negotiation commit- |

tee are engaged in  mutual

consultation.

CM Bugti for

development

of Balochistan

including Gwadar

APP

Quetta: Balochistan Chiet Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti on Monday said that
provincial government is taking serious
steps for the development of all areas
including Gwadar and the solution of pub-
lic problems with the cooperation of trib-
al elders and people of the province.

He said this during a meeting with eld-
ers and public delegations of the area al
the house of tribal leader Mir Sajid Dashti
in Grwadar. On this occasion, local people
informed Balochistan Chiet” Mimster
about their problems.

The Chief Minister said that the prob-

lems being faced by the people of

Giwadar, especially the problems of water,
electricity, health and education would be
solved on prionty basis.

He said that
Balochistan are of utmost importance for
the country’s economy and the govern-
ment i1s taking practical steps for their

the coastal areas of

development.

The CM emphasized that no project
could be successful

without the participation of the local
people, therefore, the government 1s giv-
ing importance to the suggestions of the
local leadership in every project.

On this occasion, tribal leader Mir 5ajid
Dashti thanked the Chief Minister and
said that under his leadership, Gwadar
work on development projects is under-
way and effective strategies are being
adopted 1o address the problems of the
people.

The elders also informed the Chief
Minister about their problems and sugges-
tions, on which he immediaiely issued
instructions 1o the concemned authorities
to address their legal problems. While
appreciating the cooperation of the tribal
leaders. the CM said that the government
15 utilizing all resources to serve the peo-
ple so that they would no face difficulties
in the areas of the province.

Operational of GIA guarantees
bright future of country: Rubaba

APP

Quetta: Provincial Adviser for the
Department of Women Development
Balochistan, Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi on
Monday that the operational status of the
New Gwadar International Airport (GIA)
guarantees a bright future for Pakistan.
She said that this grand project would not
only open doors to economic growth but
also strengthen Balochistan’s tourism
sector and further integrate the country on
an international level.

She emphasized that the New Gwadar
[nternational Airport, built with modem
facilities and in accordance with global
standards, would bring prosperity and
countless employment opportunities for
the people of Balochistan.

This project will connect the region to
major cities worldwide, expanding trade

networks and fostering investment, she
said.

Dr. Rubaba Buledi highlighted that the
CGwadar International Airport would cre-
ate extensive training and employment
opportunities for the vouth of
Balochistan.

While playing a pivotal role in stabiliz-
ing the local economy, she further said
thai the commencement ol {lights al this
airport would not only boost tourism in
the province but also serve as a milestone
for Pakistan's overall economic progress.

Congratulating all the relevant authori-
ties, Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi lauded the
successful completion

and operationalization of the New
Gwadar  International  Airport  and
expressed her hope that this project will
pave the way for Balochistan’s prosperity
in the future.
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Mir Rauf Rind
calls on former
Balochistan CM

Jan Jamali
APP

Quetta: Senior leader of
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
and former provincial minister
Mir Abdul Raut Rind called on
former Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Jan Muhammad
Khan Jamali on Monday.

In this meeting, the current
political scenario, political sit-
uation of Balochistan and
regional affairs were discussed
in detail.. They agreed to con-
tinue the series of meetings
and promote mutual consulta-
tions in the future,

PM directs for
construction of
modern hotels,
other facilities to

promote tourism

APP

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Shant on Monday directed the
relevant authorities to prepare
a comprehensive report for the
construction of new modem
hotels and other facilities
through joint ventures and
public-private partnerships to
promote tourism in the coun-
ry.

“*With the availahility of
modermn facilities, tourism will
be promoted across the coun-
try™, the prime mumster said
while chairing a  meeling
regarding Capital
Development Authority
(CDA) attairs here.

The prime minister appreci-
ated the performance of CDA
for successlully organizing the
recent nternational confer-
ences and other events in the
federal capital.

“*The initiation of interna-
tional conferences in Pakistan
is the certificate of our success
on the diplomatic front,” he
said adding that the confidence
of the friendly countries had
been restored due to the con-
tinued efforts of the incumbent
government.Pakistani cuisine

recipes
The prime minister empha-
sized the need to further

improve hotels, hospitals, and
other facilities to host interna-
tional-level conferences and
events in the country.

He directed to ensure provi-
sion of the intemational stan-
dard facilities for guests com-
ing from friendly countries.

He also instructed the CDA
to further improve facilities for
the residents of the federal
capital.

The meeting was informed
that the pre-feasibility reports
regarding the construction of
new hotels and the revival of
non-operational government
buildings in Islamabad had
been prepared.

The meeting was attended
by Minister for Economic
Affairs Ahad Khan Cheema,
Chairman CDA and other top
officials,

QUETTA: Balochistan High Court Chief Justice Hashim Kakar taking oath of newly judges of the Balochistan High Court
Justice Asif Reki, Justice Ayub Tareen, and Justice Najmuddin Mengal during a ceremony.

Omar Ayub announces
PTI’s negotiations with
other political parties

INP
HARIPUR: Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf’s (PT1) central lcader and opposi-
tion leader, Omar Ayub, has announced
that the party is beginning talks with
other political parties.

According to details, Omar Ayvub stat-
ed that discussions are ongoing with
Shahid Khagan Abbasi and the Grand
Democratic Alliance (GDA). He empha-
sized that the country’s economic condi-
tion 15 deteriorating and further increases
in electricity prices are expected.

He also called for the formation of a
commission to investigate the incidents
of Mav 9 and November 26, stating that
without the commission, continued
negotiations will be challenging.

During the Pakistan Muslim League
(PML-N) government, Ayvub claimed that
expensive agreements were made. He
also mentioned that PT1s founder had
established Al-Qadir University to pro-
mote Islamic eduecation.

Criticizing PML-N leader Nawaz
Sharif"s son, Hassan Nawaz, Avub raised
questions about how Hassan purchased

property in London, implying dubious
sources of income,

In other news, Omar Ayub on January
15, decided not to consult Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf regarding the appoint-
ment of the new Chief Election
Commssioner (CEC). Sikandar Sultan
Raja, the incumbent CEC is set to retire
on January 26.

In a formal letter addressed to the
Specaker of the National Assembly Ayaz
Sadig, Omar Ayub underlining the
urgency of the matter, noted that the
tenure of the current Chief Election
Commissioner will end on January 26.

The opposition leader has called for
the immediate formation of a parliamen-
tary committee to facilitate the appoint-
ment process of the new Chiel Election
Commassioner (CEC).

According to the constitution, it is nec-
essary for the prime minister and the
opposition

leader to consult on the appointment
of the CEC and members. If no consen-
sus 1s reached between them, the matter
will be referred to a parliamentary com-
mitiee,
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Prime Minister, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting

regarding Capital Development Authority (CDA), in Islamabad

Minister stresses importance of
political consensus, unity among parties

INP

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Maritime Allairs Qaiser Ahmad Sheikh
Monday expressed optimism about the
ongoing negotiations between the gov-
ernment and the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party, hoping that these talks
will vield positive outcomes,

In an exclusive Interview with ptv
news channel, the Minister for Maritime
Affairs stressed the need for political
consensus and unity among parties. He
urged politicians to rise above petty pol-
itics and prioritize the country's well-
being.

He called upon all parties to put aside
their differences and work together to
address the nation's challenges.

The Federal Minister has commended
the Speaker of the National Assembly
for taking the initiative to facilitate
negotiations between the government
and the PTI party.

Sheikh emphasized that both parties
must demonstrate flexibility to ensure
successiul talks.

Responding 1o a query., Sheikh
emphasized that the PTI's willingness to
engage in talks should translate to their
behaviour in the National Assembly.

He stressed that the party should allow
parliamentary proceedings to unfold
smoothly, just as they have done in these
negotiations. This, he believes, 1s essen-
tial for serving the greater interest of the
people, who are pinning their hopes on
the country's political parties.

Senate Standing Committee on Power
Discusses NTDC Restructuring,
Privatization, and Energy Issues

By Zahid Ahmed Khan

ISLAMABAD: : The Senate Standing
Committee on Power, chaired by
Senator Mohsin Aziz, convened today at
Parliament House,

The meeting addressed a public peti-
tion filed by the General Secretary of the
All  Pakistan NTDC Engineering
Association (APNEA) regarding the
government's steps for winding up or tri-
furcating NTDC into smaller units. The
Secretary of the Mimstry of Power
explained the restructuring plan to make
NTDC smarter and more efficient. He
added that NTDC engineers will remam
within the National Grid Company,
overseeing internal operations, while
project execution and energy infrastruc-
ture development will be managed by a
separate government-approved compa-
ny.

During the meeting, Senator Mohsin
Aziz also questioned the benefits of sep-
arating WAPDA, pointing out that con-
sumers have not seen tangible improve-
ments. The Secretary of M/O Power
responded that while generation without
transmission 15 a challenge, it is not the
sole issue. Committee members. con-
cerned about electricity costs, recom-
mended a bricfing by WAPDA on iis

future direction.

The Secretary of M/O Power also
reported that discussions with five IPPs
concluded, and operations were halted as
of 30 September. One IPP was trans-
ferred to government ownership, while
the remaining four were shut down. The
Committee was also updated that
Bagasse had been aligned with imported
coal due to the absence of a notified
price, and dollar-indexation mechanisms
were eliminated. A fixed price of Rs.
4,000 per 100 units of bagasse was seL
Senator Mohsin Aziz suggested that
details on the remaining projects be pro-
vided at the next meeting,

Further, Senator Aziz raised concerns
about privatization’s impact on efficien-
¢y, to which the Secretary confirmed the
privatization of better-performing enti-
ties, such as IESCO, FESCO, and
GEPCO. Improvements in recovery
rates and loss reductions were noted,
with further steps pending the financial
advisor's analysis,

lhe Committee also discussed CEQ
and management appointments in DIS-
COS, noting that there is no specific age
limit. The Secretary confirmed that the
boards had been informed of the end of
their tenures and that a new board 1s
being appointed.




