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youth to rebel: Sarfaraz Bugti g
APP are way better than their male contempo- NA-262 Q“Etta
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QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister The Balochisian CM also green-lit avail- b}’-BlECthﬂ
Sarfaraz Bugt said on Friday that a conspir-  ability of new jobs for women in several
acv was being hatched against Pakistan  departments saying that the provincial. INP
through social media, emphasising that The chief minister said that the govern- B
people of Pakistan must thwart all attempts  ment has stiriving hard to educate the youth RAWALPINDI: The Election

made o tarnish Pakistan’s reputation.

Speaking at a ceremony at Quetta Girls
College. the Balochistan CM claimed that a
few people living outside Pakistan were
fuclling hatred in vouth to stand against the
state while stressing the need to bust the
myvths being spun by anti-state elements.

Recalling recent attack on children in
Mastung, Bugti said those who were plan-
ning to block the route to education could
never succeed.

During his speech, the CM also urged
voung attendants to become his eves and
cars if they ever see corruption in the gov-
ernment departments of Balochistan.

Lauding women's contribution in
Balochistan’s bureaucracy, he said, I have
appointed five deputy commissioners who

especially girls of the province and they will
be play their pivotal role for the betterment
of the society.

He added that the dream of women
empowerment was becoming a reality in
Balochistan as the government was commit-
ted to empower women in every seclor to
provide equal opportunities for develop-
ment.

Sarfraz Bugti said 5 women deputy com-
missioners are appointed in Balochistan
who are doing better than 30 other male
deputy commissioners,

The Chicf Minister said that organized
conspiracies are being hatched against
Pakistan and the youth are being brain-
washed against the state due to unbalanced
development.

PTI confirms 12 Kkilled in Islamabad protest

despite earlier claims of higher death toll

NEWS DESK

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) has confirmed that at least 12
incdhividuals have died duning the Islamabad
protest, following earlier claims of a signif-
icant death toll.

Speaking at a press conference with
Opposition Leader Omar Avub in Peshawar
on Friday, PTI's central spokesperson,
Wagqas Akram Sheikh, described the govern-
ment's  actions as unprecedented in
Pakistan’s history of protests.

He alleged that reporting journalists about
the fatalities during the Islamabad protest
have been imprisoned, and that many others
remain missing with no mformation about
their whereabouts.

He revealed that while the police are pro-

viding some figures, P11 has also gathered
its own data on the arresis. "Twelve individ-
uals have died during the protest,” Sheikh
confirmed. "The actual number is higher,
but we are sharing only the confirmed fg-
ures with the media."

He added that the bodies of the deceased
were withheld for three days before being
returned to their families. " The government
15 attempting to conceal both the bodies and
evidence, but these things cannot be hidden
more."

During the press conference, Sheikh also
criticised the government for demanding
names and proof of the deaths, as hospitals
were pressured not o share lists with the
media.

"Which law allows shooting unarmed
people™ he asked.

FM highlights importance of digital ecnnﬂmf

INP

ISLAMABAD: Federal Mimster for
Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb chaired a meeting of the
Advisory Committee on Release of IMT
Spectrum  for Improvement of Next
Generation Mobile Broadband Services in
Pakistan at the Finance Division today.

The meeting was attended by Minister for
Industries and Production Rana Tanwveer
Hussain,

Minister of State for Information
Technology and Telecommunication of
Pakistan Shaza Fauma Khawaja (virtual),
Chairman PTA, Seccretary Ministry of
Information Technology, Secretary Ministry
of Law and senior officers from concerned
ministries and departments.

The meeting discussed various issues and
reviewed the progress of work done by the

US-based consulrant firm NERA hired by
the PTA as per PPRA Rules / EPADS in
November 2024 1o study and assess the
Pakistan market, undertake consultation
with stakeholders and prepare policy recom-
mendations regarding sector reforms and a
roadmap for a successful spectrum auction
by April next year.

Finance Minister Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb highlighted the importance of
digital economy and digital integration as a
critical component of the economic transfor-
mation of the country. He said the govern-
ment was determined to enhance connectiv-
ity and improve digital infrastructure to
ensure mass adoption of emerging digital
technologies and innovative applications for
cross-sector socio-economic development,
transformation of economic activities and
achievement of sustainable development
goals.
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Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti talking to a girl stu-
dent after provision of pin scooter to her.
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L‘hiefnf!&rmy HtaIf(EUAH}, General Asim Munir interacts

with the paric—

ipants of Pak-China Joint Exercise Warrior-VII1 between Pakistan Army
and Peoples Liberation Army of China held at National Counter Terrorism
Center (NCTC) in Pabbi.

PM Shehbaz condemns violent protests,
calls actions from K-P 'unprecedented'

Premier accuses PTI-led K-P govt of focusing on unrest in
Islamabad instead of halting bloodshed in province

APP

ISLAMABAD: While condemning the violent
protests in the federal capital, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharil said that the actions of the group
from Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) are unprece-
dented whose spectacle cannot be expressed in

words,

He was addressing a high-level meeting on
law and order in Islamabad on Friday, which was
attended by Chief of Army Stall General Asim
Munir, senior military officials, federal mimisters,

and other key figures.

The prime minister stated that a well-equipped
oroup from K-P arrived in [slamabad with the
intention of causing disruption. He highlighted
that the protesters engaged in widespread vandal-
ism, resulting in significant damage to the ¢con-
omy. “The spectacle they created cannot be put

into words.” he remarked.

PM Shehbaz said that the protesters fired gun-
shots, leading to the deaths of three Rangers per-

attempted

added.
This

marked
[slamabad, he noted, highlighting the cconomic
toll of the protests, which caused daily losses of
Rs190 billion to Pakistan’s economy,

The premier further criticised the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf-led
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa for its lack of focus on
addressing the ongoing violence in the region,
particularly in Parachinar, where over 100 lives
have been lost.

He accused the PTI government of prioritising
unrest in Islamabad rather than working to stop

sonnel and one police officer. The group also
to  disrupt
Cooperation Organization) conference and tar-
geted the visit of the President of Belarus, he

the SCO (Shanghai

the third such

altack on

(PTI) government of

the bloodshed in K-P.

EASA lifts ban
on PIA flights
to Europe:

Khawaja Asif
NEWS DESK

ISLAMABAD: Defence
and Aviation Minmster
Khawaja Asif Friday con-
firmed that the FEuropean
Commission and  the
European Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA) lifted the
ban on PIA flights to
Europe.

Calling it a historic day,
the lederal minister credited
the success to the Ministry
of  Awviation’s  focused
efforts and adherence to
international safety stan-
dards sel by the
International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAQO).

EASA had suspended
PIA flights to European
countries on June 30, 2020,
following revelations of
fake pilot licenses.

However, after govern-
ment efforts, the suspension
was temporarily eased,
allowing PIA to operate
flights until July 3, 2020,

Talking to a private TV
channel, the defence minisier
stated, “We are aiming to
resuimeae Ii?rH..'FEI'[iI.'II'!I‘S A5 200N 45
possible. While | cannot pro-
vide an exact date, it's only a
matter of time.” He [urther
explained that PIA, which is
in the process of privatisa-
tion, needs new aircraft for
its fleet before it can restart
services 10 Europe. "PIA is
facing a significant shortage
of aircraft for these new
routes,” Asif said, adding that
this would also assist in the
airline’s financial.

COAS reviews
Pak-China joint
exercise '"Warrior-VIII'
in Pabbi

APP
RAWALPINDI: Chiefl of Army
ataff (COAS) General Asim

Munir visited National Counter
Terronism Center (NCTC). Pabbi,
on Friday and interacted with the
participants of joint exercise
“*Warrior-VIII" between Pakistan
Army and Peoples” Liberation
Army of China, said ISPR.
COAS was briefed on the scope
and conduet of the exercise. He

appreciated the professionalism
and high morale of participants
being displayved during the joim
exercise.

The joint military exercise
commenced on 19 MNovember
2024. The three weeks long exer-
cise in counter terrorism domain
15 eighth in the series of hilateral
exercise being conducted annual-
ly. Earlier upon arrival at NCTC
Pabbi., COAS was received by
Rawalpindi Corps Commander.

Pakistan calls for immediate
ceasefire in Gaza

INP
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has

reaffirmed unwavering support
for inalienable right to self-deter-
mination o Palestinian people
facing Israeli aggression for over
A Year now.

In his message, President Asif
Al Zardari strongly condemned
the unabated lsracl’s aggression.
He reiterated the eall for the inter-
national community’s role for an
immediate ceaselire and end to
the genocide of Palestinian peo-
ple. In his message., Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif said the
Palestinian people have been
bravely enduring a campaign of
unending genocidal violence. He
said Israel has carnied out the bla-
tant slaughter of over 43,000

innocent men, women, and chil-
dren in the occupied Palestine.

Shehbaz  Sharif  reaffirmed
Pakistan's commitment to contin-
ue to stand by the vahant and
resilient Palestinian people in
their just struggle.

Foreign Secretary Amna Baloch
also reaffirmed Pakistan’s steadiast
commitment o the Palestinian
cause. Speaking at the second meet-
ing of the Global Alliance for the
Implementation of the Two-Siate
Solution, held in Belgium, she
called for an immediate ceasefire in
Ciaza and advocated for a compre-
hensive resolution to the Palestinian
issue. She highlighted the impor-
tance of establishing a sovereign
and independent State of Palestine
based on the pre-1967 borders, with
Al-Quds Al-Sharii as its capital.

9000 teachers to be recruited on merit basis in Balochistan: Shahid

PP

Quetta: Balochistan government spokesperson Shahid
Rind on Friday said that 9000 more teachers would be
recruited under the contract policy on merit basis in order
to achieve target of quality education in the province. He
expressed these view while addressing a press conference
at Chiet’ Minister Secretariat here. Shahid Rind said that
the provincial government has formulated a clear strategy
to solve other governance problems in a short period of

time.

He said that significant steps were being taken to
improve quality of education through more recruitment of
teachers to reopen several closed schools in respective area
of the province which were closed by shortage of educa-

Lors.

He said that on which the provincial government decid-
ed to recruit teachers at the local level under the contract
policy and merit was determined by comparing the marks

of the candidate's educational degrees.

Seeing this merit system, many people started trying to
obtain degrees with the highest marks and we had received

some complaints that efforts have been made to obtain fake
degrees, he complained.

He said that initially, these complaints were received
from Kohlu and Dera Bugti, on which Chief’ Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti took notice of it and direct-
ed Anti-Corruption Establishment to investigate the case of
fake degrees in the areas.

The spokesperson said that important decisions have
been taken in a high-level meeting chaired by Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti to prevent the scourge of
cheating in the province.

He said that it has been decided in the meeting to appoint
superintendents in examination centers from administra-
tive officers instead of teachers, besides CCTV cameras in
430 examination centers across Balochistan would be
installed as well as to hire the services of Frontier Corps

(FC).

If any unrelated persons other than the candidates are
found within 300 meters of the examination centers, an

FIR will be registered against them, he said.

Shahid Rind said that the number of contract teachers
mentioned for recruitment is about 4,000, in addition,

orders for the appointment of about 3,891 teachers under

the test interviews conducted under the administration of

issued by next week.

Sardar Bahadur Khan Women University would also be

He said that as soon as this phase is completed, Phase 2
of teacher recruitment would be started in which about

9000 more teachers to be recruited under the contract pol-

icy on merit.

The provincial government has decided to improve the
salary package of these contract teachers so that the teach-

ers focus on providing education with full effort and atten-

tion., he said.

He marked that merit could be ensured in all these phas-
es and if at any stage any candidate is found guilty of fake
degree or any illegal act,

he would not only be disqualified from any government

job for three years but legal action would also be taken

against him.Shahid Rind added that the continuity of edu-
cational reforms would be maintained in Balochistan and

the media and the public could be kept informed about the

steps that would be taken in this regard from time to time
for betterment of education.

Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has
released the election schedule for the
vacant NA-262 Quetta seat.

The seat became vacant following the
disgualification of Adil Bazai, a member
of PML-N, due to his defection.
According to the Election Commission,
polling  will take place on January 16,
2025,

Public notice by Returning Officer
will be issued on December 2 while
nomination papers submission date will
be from Dec 4 1o Dec 6. The initial can-
didate list will be released on Dec 7
while scrutiny of nominations will be
held on Dec 12, The final candidate list
will be released Dec 22 while election
symbols allotted will be list on Dec 24.

The by-clection in NA-262 will take
place on Thursday, January 16, with the
complete process guided by the Election
Commission’s alficial notification.

Participation of
foreign nationals
in Pakistan’s
political activities
unacceptable: FO
Spokesperson

APP

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Baloch on
Friday said participation of foreign
nationals in any polineal activity in
Pakistan was illegal and
unacceptable. Pakistan's cuisine

With regards to the participation of
Alghan nationals in the protest this
week, the spokesperson said *We expect
all foreigners in Pakistan to respect
Pakistani laws and customs,

In her weekly media briefing, the
spokesperson told that last week. four
Kashmiri civilians were subjected to
severe torture at an Indian Army Camp
in Chas area of Mughal Maidan,
Kishtwar in Indian llegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), causing
significant outrage across HOJK, the
incident is the latest inoa series of similar
abuses spread over the last several
decades. “We express grave concem
over this disturbing incident, and
demand that the perpetrators of the cus-
todial torture are held accountable,” she
added.

As regards the International Day of
Solidarity with the Palestinian People,
she reaifirmed Pakistan’s unwavering
solidarity and support for the people of
Palestine in their pursuit of justice, free-
dom, and dignity. *We also reaffirm our
strong support for the Palestinian peo-
ple’s right to self-determination and the
establishment of an independent state
with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital,
based on pre-1967 borders.”

She said Pakistan welcomed the recent
ceasefire agreement in Lebanon and
called on all parties to fully uphold and
implement United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1701. *We firmly
support Lebanon’s sovereignty, territon-
al integrity, and stability; and stress the
urgent need for humanitarian assistance
to those affected. the safe return of dis-
placed persons; and facilitating the
reconstruction of  conflict-affected
areas.”

She said Pakistan believed this cease-
fire was a critical step towards de-esca-
lating tensions and preventing a broader
conflict in the region. Pakistan hopes
that the ceasefire agreement will set the
stage for an immediate and uncondition-
al ceasefire in Gaza Strip and other occu-
pied Palestinian territories; an end to
genocide in Gaza: and humanitarian
reliel to the Palestinian people.

With respect to the visit of President
of Belarus Aleksandr Lukashenko, she
informed that during his  wvisit to
Islamabad, President Lukashenko held
extensive talks with the Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. “The two
sides discussed areas of bilateral cooper-
ation and engagement: and key regional
and global developments. The two sides
reaftirmed the commitment to promote
mutually beneficial cooperation. deepen
political dialogue, strengthen inter-par-
liamentary exchanges, and enhance trade
and economic cooperation.™

She said the two leaders signed sever-
al agreements and Memoranda of
Understanding (MOUs) focusing on
cooperation in environmental protection,
disaster management, halal trade. finan-
cial intelligence sharing, vocational edu-
cation and science & technology.

The spokesperson said that speaker of
the National Assembly of Pakistan,
Sardar Ayaz Sadig, was on an official
visit to Moscow, on a special invitation
of his Russian counterpart, Chairman of
the State Duma of the Russian
Federation, Volodin Vyacheslav
Victorovich. The visit aims to further
strengthen and expand Imendly ties
between the governments.
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The first online international
media tech conference organized by
Shah Roh Technologies

ous important topics in the
conference, including the
role of artificial intelligence
in media tech, the need for
high-speed  internet  for
media tech, ethical norms
tor social media, and mter-
national cooperation and
media diplomacy.

Ihe experts highhgzhted
the changes in media cre-
ation, research and broadcasting through

L ONLINE

CONFERENCE
EMERGING ﬂ#"@ﬁﬂﬁ@ i MEDEA T

Lahore: The first onling international
media tech conference organized by Shah
Roh Technologies was successfully held,
in which experts and speakers from differ-
ent countries participated. The theme of
the conference was "Emerging Trends in
Media Tech”, which discussed the chang-
ing aspects of media through modem tech-
nology,

The conference was hosted by Hamid
Saeed, CEO of Shah Roh Technologies,
while the co-host was Arfa Arabi, Media
Manager.

Experts presented their opinions on var-

high-speed internet for modern media
needs. the need to adhere to ethical princi-
ples during social media, and increasing
cooperation through media at the global
level.

Experts and speakers from ditterent
countries participated online and shared
their experiences and views.

This conference not only proved to be a
significant step in the field of media tech
but also served as a platform for bringing
together diverse perspectives on a global
scale.

BISP aims to
improve lives of
its beneficiaries
through providing

Ethiopian envoy calls on
SAPM Fahad Haroon

APP

ISLAMABAD: Ethiopian Ambassador to Pakistan, Dr. technical
Jemal Beker Abdula on Friday called on Special Assistant trainjng:
to the Prime Minister on Digital Media Fahd Haroon and 5
exchanged the views on the evolving media and digital Chalrpersun BISP
media landscapes.
During the meeting, both sides identified areas of mutu- INE
al interest and collaboration. T
Ethiopian envoy calls on SAPM Fahad HaroonTheir ISLAMABAD:

discussion encompassed both the opportunities and chal-
lenges in the realm of media and digital communication.
They also discussed positive aspects including transfor-
mative potential of digital platforms in fostering global
connectivity, promoting cultural understanding and
enabling the timely dissemination of accurate informa-
tion.

Chairperson Benazir Income
Support Programme (BISP)
Senator  Rubina  Khalid
Monday said that BISP s
aimed at improving the lives
of its beneliciaries through
providing technical training,
ensuring their emplovability.

She was chaired a review
meeting al BISP
Headquarters to follow up
on her recent wisit 1o
London.

The meeting assessed
progress on key discussions
held during her trip, where
she, along with Secretary
BISP

Amer Al Ahmad,
engaged with representa-
tives from the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation
(BMGF), Lives &
Livelihoods Fund (LLF),
Islamic Development Bank
(I1sDB), Karandaar, and the
State Bank of Pakistan.

Police officials are standing high alert to avoid untoward

incident during the funeral praver of Tehreek-e-Insal
{PTI) supporters who were died in a protest in Islamabad,
in Peshawar.

artificial intelligence, the importance of

Commissioner and Administrator Quetta, Hamza Shafgat along with others inspecting cleaning
works after downpour of winter season, at Mali Bagh and Pashtunabad in Quetta

N ———

-
- Dialogue is only
. — | path to resolving
| Kashmir

== - — | dispute: Mirwaiz
INP

ISLAMABAD: In Indian
illegally m.s.upu.r.l lammu
and Kashmir, senior leader
of the All Parties Hurnvat
Conference, Mirwaiz Umar
Faroog, has reiterated that
dialogue remains the only
viable path to resolving the
Kashmir dispute, emphasiz-
ing that violence and oppres-
sion offer no solutions.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, speaking to
reporlers n SrInagar,
Mirwalz stressed that the
political dimensions of the
Kashmir dispute demand

sincere and sustained
engagement through dia-
logue.

“At the end of the day,

MPA Ubaidullah thanks workers of PPP,
people for supporting in

APP

Quetta: Pakistan People's
Provincial
Assembly Mir Ubaidullah Gorgage
on Friday thanked workers of PPP
and people of the constituency for
supporting him in every difficult

(PPP)'s Member of

time.

He said this while talking to
party provincial leaders Akhtar
Baloch, Labour Bureau Provincial
President Shahjahan Gujjar, Asrar
LLango,
Bakhsh Lehri and others called on

Shahwani, Bashir

him after the Supreme Court of
Pakistan upheld his victory from
constituency PB-44 at Gurage
House,

The party leaders congratulated
MPA Ubaidullah Gorgage on the
Supreme Court's decision,

Mir Ubaidullah Gorgage said
that the ;mnp]u of constituency PB-
44 voted in the general elections
and made him successful with a
huge majority, on which the oppo-
nents approached the Election
Tribunal. He said that we chal-
lenged the decision of the Election

Par 1y

Elahi

race.

GTA Delegation Visits SESA Secretariat,
Congratulates Newly Elected Cabinet

Press Release

Quelta: A

tion was led by Hap

delezation
Government Teachers Association (GTA)
visited the central secretariat ol the Senior
Educational Staff Association (SESA)
Balochistan vesterday to congratulate the
newly clected central cabinet of SESA
Balochistan on their electoral success and
extend their best wishes. The GTA delega-
Muhammad Yunus
kakar and Sajjad Rind Sahib.

During the visit, Haji Yunus Kakar com-
mended the transparent conduct of the
clections, highlighting it as a significant

step towards the collective interests of

officers and teachers,

the SESA's newly elected President,
Muhammad Hanit Bangulzai, warmly
welcomed the GTA delegation. In his
address,

he expressed gratitude to the GTA dele-
gates and assured them that SESA
Balochistan would collaborate with all
educational organizations W enhance the
welfare of ofhicers, teachers, and the edu-
cation system.

He stated, *We will make every effort 1o
resolve the issues of teachers and employ-
ees together™
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ICC talks continue on fate of Pakistan
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Champions Trophy: report

SPORTS DESK

The Intemational Cricket Council
(1CC) said on Friday talks were con-
tinuing 1o settle uncertainty around
next year’s Champions Trophy,
sources told AFP, after India refused
to travel to host nation Pakistan.

The event’s fate has been hanging
in the balance since earlier this month
when the [CC said India had declined
o visit Pakistan for the eight-leam
lournament.

The nuclear-armed neighbours
have fought three wars since being
carved out of the subcontinent’s parti-
tion in 1947 and that rivalry is ofien
reflected on the cricket field.

2,

A meeting by the Dubai-headquar-
tered [CC was held briefly on Friday
but adjourned without a decision,
according to several sources with
knowledge of the talks who were not
authorised to speak to the media.

“All parties continue to work
towards a positive resolution,” said
one source, adding that “it is expect-
ed that the board will reconvene in
the next few days™

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
has previously ruled out proposals
allowing India to play in a neutral
third country, insisting the full sched-
ule from February 19 to March 9
must be staged on their turf.

Another source said the “Pakistani

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer Communication Department District Quetta invites sealed percentage tender
based on composite schedule of rates 2023, Government of Balochistan, from interested contractors /
firms for the works listed below:  Earnest Money (2%) in shape of call deposit, Tender Fee Rs.1500 in
head of account C-02716) and Time limit 30-06-2025 for each work

stance remains the same”™ following
today s brief meeting.

On  Thursday, PCB  Chairman
Mohsin Nagvi assured that the board

would protect the best interests of

cricket in Pakistan during today’s meel-
ing. On Tuesday, a spokesman told AFP

they could “confirm an ICC meeting on 5

Friday™ where the issue will be on the

agenda, without providing further F

details. Pakistan, who won the last edi-
tion of the Champions Trophy staged in
England in 2017, will host the Feb 19-
March 9 tournament. Due to their
soured political relations, India have
not visited Pakistan since 2008 and the
rivals play each other only at multi-
leam events.

hard time

Tribunal in the Supreme Court and
we prevailed in the Supreme Court,
He said that the PPP has done
record development work in the
constituency in a short period of
time and development work is still | Y&l
going on in the constituency which
would help in providing basic facil-
ities to the people.

He said that we would deliver the
message of PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari and President Asif
All Zardari to every door and serve
the people regardless of color and

only dialogue can resolve
the issues at hand. Elections
have been held, and a gov-
ermment has been [ormed,
but the powers of the local
administration remain limit-
ad,” he remarked,.

Mirwaiz urged the Indian
government lo reassess s
approac h to Kashmir, recog-
nizing the aspirations of the
Kashmiri people.
*Generations have passed,
uncertainty and blood-
shed punmt The pu..npis: ol
Kashmir are yearning for a
resolution and an LI'Il.'l o this
ongoing cycle of violence,”
he added. He called on both
Indhia and Pakistan to 1ake
constructive steps, such as
r:.npn.nmg trade routes and
I1‘I'I|‘,'I!'-I.1"|. Iﬂg i.‘.l.'l!'tl‘ll.l;,.tl'l.- I1."|. 1y
build confidence and create
a conducive atmosphere.

Commuters are passing through a road
during the downpour of winter season, in

Quetta.

I{.igmntllahmla (C) Eelluhratet: with teammates after the dwmlw:—ll of Sri Lanka’s Dimuth

TSE-242511597313

TOBILAL MASJIDVIASHAKARZAIWARDNO 51 QUETTA. PSDP NO 31 Z2023.0260

v e Work Ecost | SPORTS DESK

1. CONSTRUCTIONOF ET ROAD WITHDRAINS TAREEN SHEHAR HASHAM 20.714M DURBAN: Sri Lanka
COLONY WARD NO-50 QUETTA PSDP NO 33 22023.0259 TSE-242511506993 were dismissed for their

2. CONSTRUCTIONOF ETROADAND SIDEDRAINFROM MUSLIMABAD PHATAK  39.618M lowest test total of 42 after

South Africa’s Marco
Jansen produced bowling

3. CONSTRUCTIONOF BT ROAD WITHDRAIN IN SAHIBZADAAREA, WAPDA 39.619M heroics to help the hosts
COLONY NEAR TAREEN SHEHAR WARD -50 NAWA KILLI QUETTA. take a firm grip on the firsi
PSDPNO32Z2023.0261 TSE-242511597353 lest by opening a 281-run

4. CONSTRUCTIONOF BT ROAD KILLIUMER MAINWITHLINKS STREETS QUETTA. 29.714 M lead by the close of play on
PSDPNO03Z2023.0733 TSE-242511507593 the second day.

5. CONSTRUCTIONOF BT ROAD NAWAKILLIMAINROAD WARD NO-S0QUETTA.  29.712M The lanky Jansen took a
PSDPNO 34220233173  TSE-242511597603 career best 7-13 as Sri

Procurement shall be camied out in accordance with Balochistan Public Procurement Regulatory
Authority rules, 2014, ELIGIBILITY: The Contractor musi have valid registration with Pakislan
Engineering Council in relevant Category C-5 & above in relavant discipiine ie. CE01
regisiration with tax authorities i.e. (NTN, BRAand Sales Tax Department), where applicable. Three Years
Relevant Work Experience. Turn-over of Iast three years. BID SECURITY: The bid mustaccompany bid
security in the form of call deposit of amount specified above in the name of the undersigned from a
scheduled bank. TENDER DOCUMENTS: The bidding documents can be obtained from tha office of the
undersigned upon payment (non-refundable) bdding documents fee mentioned above through green
challan deposited in the head of account C-02716 civil work through Govt. Treasury /National Bank of
Pakistan and bidding documents can also be downloaded from www.bppra.gob.pk under TSE No. given
above against each scheme. ISSUANCE OF TENDER DOCUMENTS: The tender documents will be
issued from the date of publication of this NIT till date of submission i.e. 16-12-2024 during offica hours.
DEADLINE OF BID SUBMISSION: The technical and financial propesals from intending contractors |
firms sealed in two separale envelops cleady marked with work lille and type of proposal must be
submitted latest by 16-12-2024 at 1:00 PM at the office of the undersigned. TENDER OPENING: The
Envelope containing technical bids will be opened on the sama day i.e 16-12-2024 at 2:00 PM in the office
of the undersigned before procurement committee in the presence of contraclors or their authorized
representatives. Second envelope containing financial bids of lechnically qualified bidders will be opened
later the dale and time of which will communicated after evaluation of lechnical bids. PLACE OF
ISSUANCE AND SUBMISSION WILL BE: - Address: Office of the Executive Engineer Communication
Department Mir Jaffar Khan Jamali Road Chaman Pattak Quetta. Telephone No.081-8203275

&CE08 || O @

Lanka were all out inside
14 overs as 19 wickets fell
lively surface at
Kingsmead on Thursday.
South Alnea, put m o
bat and B0-4 overnight,
were bowled out for 191
by lunch in their first
innings but were on 132-3
in their second as they
chase victory 1o stay on
track for a place in the
World Test Championship
final at Lords next June.
Jansen. 24, is only the
second bowler to take
seven wickets inside seven
overs of a Test innings,
emulating former Australia
captain Hugh Trumble,
whose 7-28 in 6.5 overs,
including  a  hat-trick,

Sri Lanka collapse to their lowest
Test score of 42 as Jansen stars

bowling three Sri
Lan-kans, having three
more cau-ght in the slips
and finishing off the
inn-ings with a caught and
bowled as last man Asitha
Fer-na-ndo struck a deliv-
ery high into the sky.

Sn Lankas score was the

@
Bk

Refer advertisement hoisted on BFPR-A Websites
(www.bppra.gob.pk) and published in Newspapers on 28"
Novemver, 2024 under PRQ No.2118/27-11-2024, wherein proposal
{ bid submission and opening date was fixed on 9" December, 2024
at the office of the Assistant Director Local Government Gwadar is

tied-ninth lowes! innings
in Test his-tory and their
own worse total by 29 runs
after their previous low of

71 against Pakistan.

It was also the lowest
Test inn-ings iolal at the
Durban venue, eclipsing
the 53 scored,

hereby extended upto 16" December, 2024. All other terms and
conditions of the lender documents will remain unchanged,

Assistant Director
Local Government Rural &
Dev: Department District
PRQ No.2151/29-11-2024 Gwadar

':._f W dju.ﬁn.-h.:,rl-. w (dpr I|_l||.!|‘! ; Iluj_ 4] § e Ihl inhalechistmn

Karunaratne (R) during the second day of the first Test cricket match between South Africa and
Sri Lanka at the Kingsmead stadium in Durban.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER &25
M,

TSE-242511597573 Note: In All Procurements of GOB Whether
Through Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is Mandatory
For All Bidders to Get Registered At Electronic Public
Procurement System of BPPRA GOB. The Execulive Engineer
Irigation Division Sherani invites bids from Eligible Bidders for
execution of following works for the Year 2024 based on Composite
schedule rates 2023 on Percentage Rales Tender fee Rs.1000/- and
Bid Security 3%

S5.No Name of Work's E/Cost

1 CONSTRUCTIONOF FLOOD PROTECTION
WALL KILLI UMARABAD DISTRICT SHERANI

30,000,000

o

E-mail Address: secrelarycwbalochistan@gmail.com BIDVALIDITY PERIOD: Ninety (90) Days.

Executive Engineer Communication

CW PP&H Department, District
Quetta

ff rex al r_l-l'j'-l'tl.hllnn"'l- o T SNEN

PRQ No.2147/29.11.2024

bowled them to victory
over England in
Melbourne in 1904,
Jansen’s haul also took
only 41 balls after clean

@ CANCELLATION
ﬁ._ -'.ﬂ

2,

The tenders called by this office vide TSE No. 242511585813
PRQ no. 1809/05-11-2024 are hereby cancelled due to technical
issues in bidding documents. Neote: The new date for the
tenders will be intimated accordingly.

Executive Engineer (Roads)
CWPP&H Department District
PRQ No.2163/29-11-2024 Pishin

wwwedprgobph. @ @dpr_gob

dprgoly § (a dgprbalechistan

e

PRQ No.2152/29-11-2024

Procurements shall be made under the Balochisian Public
Procurement Rules - 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in
Active Tax PayerList The bidding firm must not be blacklisted by any
procuring agency of Pakistan Balochistan Revenue Authority
Regisiration is required The bidder must have completed 2
Assignment of similar nature of work Registration with Pakistan
Engineering council (PEC) C-5 and above (Upto 65 million)in
Relevan! Calegory And Specialized Code is CEQ4(ii) (Irmigation &
Flood Control Systems). Turn over of at least 21,000,000 PKR
Amount in2 subsequent previous years showing financial capacity of
the frm 3 No's Projects of similar nature (i.e Protection wall)
Completed in Last 5Years Minimum value of each project is 20.00
Millicn. Under taking on judicial stamp paper that the firm was never
black lisled by anyGovernment / Semi Govermment Organization.
Bark Credit Line from a scheduled bank of Pakistan 20 Million Cradit
Line Limit or Above Procedure Of Procurement:Single Slage Two
Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must
accompany Bid Security in the form of Bank Gurantee,Deposit at
Callof3% specified above in the name of the under-signed from
a scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The bidding documents
can be oblained from the office of the under-signed 1,000 PKR
Issuance of tender Documents: From the dale of publication of
NIT to 16 December, 2024 during office hours on working days Last
Date of bid submission: The Tenders musl be submitted lates! by
16 December, 2024 till 11:00 AM . Tender opening: All tenders will
be opened on same day at the office of the under- signed at 12:00
PM Address: Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Sherani at
zhob Phone no: 3136323338 Fax no: 3136323338

Email: xensheranif@agmail.com

Executive Engineer
Irrigation Division Sherani

i dpr.gob il . alochistan
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Solidarity
with Palestine

HE people of occupied Palestine have

been struggling for over seven

decades to free their homeland, and
have bravely resisted countless blood-soaked
Isracli pogroms designed to make them
abandon their just cause.
The ongoing genocidal campaign in Gaza is
only the latest Zionist project intended to break
the Palestinian spirit. Yet their perseverance in
the face of unspeakable adversity has won the
Palestinian people and their cause supporters
the world over. In 1977, the UN General
Assembly called for the observance on Nov 29
as the International Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People.
The date marks the adoption in 1947 by the
UNGA of Resolution 181 (II), which paved the
way for the partition of Mandatory Palestine.
Even though the resolution led to the Nakba, 1t
1s noteworthy, nonetheless, that the multilateral
body has chosen the day to express solidarity
with Palestine.
There are many factors behind global support
for Palestine. Primarily, the wretched of the
earth see in the Arab struggle against Israel a
mirror of themselves: a weakened and dominat-
ed people seeking to regain their land and their
dignity, in the face of a powerful and merciless
enemy. They see what is perhaps the last colo-
nial settler state trying to erase an indigenous
population from their native land. They see a
resilient people with few resources confronting
an adversary that has the support of the greatest
military machine — and some of the most pow-
erful economies — on earth.
It is because of these factors that people with
no religious, cultural or geographical links to
Palestine have been marching in solidarity with
the besieged people of Gaza and the West
Bank. In fact, all people of conscience across
the world recognise the Palestinian struggle as
just. In the memorable words of Nelson
Mandela, “our freedom is incomplete without
[the freedom of the Palestinians™.
In the Muslim world, including Pakistan, the
ties of faith inspire support for Palestine. While
some Muslim governments may be shy about
openly supporting the Palestinian struggle, the
‘Muslim street’ stands firmly in Palestine’s cor-
ner. Moreover, there 1s genuine concern that
Israel1 extremists — including some in govern-
ment — are trying to harm the Al Agsa mosque,
one of Islam’s most sacred sites, and turning
the Palestinian struggle into a religious war.
The people of the world see that the ‘defence of]
Israel’ cannot justify the mass murder in Gaza,
and therefore, are rightly calling it out for what
it 1s: a genocidal campaign of ethnic cleansing.
But difficult as it may be to watch the people of]
(Gaza endure unspeakable atrocities, it is hoped
their suffering will not be n vain, and that one
day, Palestinians.

By Zafar Mirza

are talking about the health of 120.7 million citizens
of the country, ie, 50 per cent of the population,
according to the 2023 census. It is the largest crisis within the
broader crisis of overall healthcare in the country.

Women’s health suffers more than men’s health for two rea-
sons: one, because of, unfortunately, the lower status of women
in society; and two, because of their reproductive healthcare
needs.

The lower status of women in society is indeed tragic. There
are alarming disparities faced by women in every aspect of life
at every age. One dubious distinction we have earned globally in
2024 is that out of 146 countries Pakistan has been ranked the
second last in terms of gender gap. According to the |1 8th edition
of the Global Gender Gap Report published this yvear, and pro-
duced since 2006 by the World Economic Forum, Pakistan’s
gender gap index stands at 0.57.

The index ranges between zero and one. A country with no
gender gap would have an index of one. It is calculated with the
help of data across four important dimensions of women’s lives:
economic participation and opportunity; educational attainment;
health and survival; and political empowerment. The index, of
course, is a way of reflecting the situation; the actual crisis is far
worse. The reasons for the poor status of women in society are
multidimensional, intricate and intertwined.

Lack of attention to the health of women, including their
reproductive healthcare needs, is one of the causes as well as a
consequence of women’s poor status. Poor health further weak-
ens the ability of women to develop and to take charge of their
lives. The poor health of the girl child lowers the chances of her
education, which determines the course of the rest of her life.
She becomes more prone to domestic violence and sexual abuse
and follows a destiny decided by others in terms of an early mar-
riage, the number of children she will have, and even decisions
about her children’s lives.

The poor health of girls and women negatively affects their
chances in life to become part of the worktorce, be economical-
ly independent, participate in decision-making at all levels,
assume leadership positions, and appropriately nurture the next
generation. And as it happens, the broad base of this pyramid is
firmly cemented in poverty, Poverty and disease are in a vicious
relationship — one feeds on the other.

The precarious state of the health of women in Pakistan is evi-
dent throughout their life course,

The precarious health of women in Pakistan is evident
throughout their life course. The quality of health information is
generally poor in Pakistan, and gender disaggregation of health
data is scant and of low quality. However, on the basis of what
information is available, it is clear that women’s health in
Pakistan is in bad shape. Let us look at the situation a bit more
closely.

T HE health of women in Pakistan is in jeopardy. We

Women’

s health

Around halfl of the 40pc of stunted children in Pakistan are
girls. The percentage of children with low weight for their height
(wasting) and low weight for their age (underweight) in Sindh 1s
as high as 23.3pc and 41.3pc respectively — the highest figures
among the four provinces. Half of these children are girls.

More than half the children under five vears of age in Pakistan
are anaecmic, while 56.6pc of adolescent girls are anaemic. One
in seven women ( 14.4pc) in the reproductive age bracket (15 to
49 vears) 15 undernourished and as a result, underweight for her
age. Sindh has the highest percentage (22.6pc) of underweight
women, They give birth to underweight children who are mal-
nourished and thus become stunted. About 41.7pc to 57pc of
women in the reproductive age brackel are anaemic. Around
30pc deliveries are conducted by untrained birth attendants, and
around 34pc of deliveries take place at home.

The total fertility rate in Pakistan is 3.6 births per woman.
Mothers living in the rural areas, on average, bear one more
child than mothers in the urban arcas. This is one of the highest
TFRs in Asia.

The contraceptive prevalence rate is only 34pc among the cur-
rently married women from 15 to 49 yvears; 66pc are not using
any contraceptive. Every fourth woman who undergoes child-
birth also suffers from perinatal depression, which in 90pc of the
cases remains untreated.

Pakistan has the highest rate of breast cancer in Asia. Every
ninth woman is in danger of developing breast cancer. Years
lived with disability due to breast cancer in girls and women
aged 10 to 24 vears in Pakistan are the highest in the world and
the burden is increasing across female age groups,

Apart from reproductive health issues, women suffer due to
communicable diseases and non-communicable diseases just as
much as men, if not more, due to their weaker status.

Almost all the above conditions are preventable and can be
managed effectively if diagnosed at an early stage. The situation
of women’s poor health, as depicted by the abysmal indicators
above, and many others, 1s embedded in societal and cultural
norms and practices, patriarchy, poverty and the chronic neglect
of women care.

These are societal and systemic issues that require a compre-
hensive and sustained response.

Apart from the moral argument, this means huge social and
economic opportunity losses which are difficult to quantily.
However, two aspects of women’s lack of development are evi-
dent from the fact that only 23pc of women are part of the work-
force in Pakistan and women and girls earn 10pec to 30pc less
than men for the same work.

To improve women's health, the overall healtheare system has
lo improve in terms of its governance,

financing, responsiveness and delivery, while becoming more
sensitive to women’s health needs. Gender biases in healthcare
must be frontally addressed.

By Syed M. Ilyas

Clean-up needed

POPULAR saying |1
have been hearing since
childhood is: *Safaai

nisf iman hai” (cleanliness is half
the faith). Today, the ‘Queen of
the East’, as Karachi was once
dubbed by Sir Charles Napier,
has lost its faith. It needs a good
scrub.

When it comes to rankings, the
city certainly flies high or trails far
behind, whichever way you prefer
to put it. Not too long ago, the
Economist’s Intelligence Unit eval-
uated 173 cities in the world in
terms  of  their livability.,
Environment and infrastructure
were two factors among others that
were taken into account. Karachi
ranked 169th.

In terms of pollution by solid
wasle, the city has the worst record
in the country. Solid waste makes
the city unliveable and also has a
negative aesthetic dimension.
Karachi generates 16.500 tons of
solid waste every day, but barely
two-thirds of it is collected to be
sent to the handful of landfill sites
on the outskirts of the citv. The
remaining waste adorns street cor-
ners and open plots and can also be
seen in the middle of the road. The
Sindh Solid Waste Management
Board set up in 2014 has failed to
do its job. Its poor performance is
on public display.

Not enough has been written
about the impact of urban pollution
on human heal--th.

Even the Pakistan Medical
Asso-ciation seems to have
resigned itself to people learning to
live with urban waste in their vicin-
iy,

So focused 1s the medical profes-
sion on the curative approach that
most of its practitioners fail to men-
tion that a cleaner city would mean
fewer illnesses and less out-of-

pocket expenditure for patients,

They should also sort out the
waste they generate in their homes.

One point of view is that the solid
waste problem is a class issue. In
his South Asian Idea (a web-based
periodical) Anjum Altaf writes
about the future of the city in South
Asia. He does not hold out much
hope for our cities: “...each South
Asian city has split into two — the
rich enclaves and the poor slums.
At the same time, the discovery that
disease is spread by germs not pol-
luted air has shifted the focus from
collective sanitation reforms to pro-
tection of the individual through
immunisation. The rich have thus
also isolated themselves from the
diseases of the poor. As a result,
there is no powerful lobby of influ-
ential citizens behind urban reform
that benefits the entire city.”

He asks: *“Is the South Asian city
doom--ed to a schizophrenic and
split future?”

However, Karachi does not exact-
ly fit this description. The metropo-
lis is certainly divided into locali-
ties inhabited by people from dif-
ferent income groups. But these
areas are not totally detached from
one another.

[n fact, the more affluent among
them are often ringed by squatters’
settlements that supply menial
labour to serve rich households.
Hence our society may be schizo-
phrenic but not the city.

Defence Housing Authority, the
most affluent and ostentatious of all
residential areas, also has its share
of solid waste heaps and dilapidat-
ed roads.

The residents’ problems are no
different from those of their kin in
Nazimabad and Gulshan in this
respect.

The problems of the rich, howev-
er, are much smaller in size and

complexity. Moreover, money
solves a number of them. Still, the
problems exist, testifying to the
parity that marks Pakistanis’ tem-
perament vis-a-vis ‘rubbish’.

From where do we begin
Operation Clean-up? While the
removal of primary waste from
public collection points and trans-
porting the solid waste to the dump
is obviously the duty of the munic-
ipal authorities, the people also
have a role to play. Our disregard
for cleanliness in public places
knows no class barriers. | have seen
the richest of rich lower the win-
dow of their air-conditioned Pajero
and hurl a bagful of kit---ch--en
waste towards a garbage can on the
road corner. Needless to say, the
aim was not perfect.

On their part, the people should
help by not littering public places.
They should also sort out the waste
they generate in their homes into
three categories: organic Kitchen
waste for composting, paper and
glass for recycling, and plastic
waste that is given a decent burial.
The local government should take
over at this point, and provide prac-
tical collection points from where
the waste, sorted out, i1s carried to
the correct destination.

Once [ was told by my host in a
Southeast Asian country that chil-
dren taught the virtues of cleanli-
ness in school learn fast. This prac-
tice teaches the child the dignity of
labour as well.

The only school in Karachi |
know that does this i1s The Garage
School that celebrated its silver
jubilee last week. Its premises are
spick and span as the students
sweep their classrooms themselves.
Other schools should be doing the
same to create a vested interest in
cleanliness in those who spend
their time there.
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Rana Sanaullah says deaths of PTI protesters do not reach ‘double figures’

NEWS DESK

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to the Prime Minister on Political and Public
Attairs Rana Sanaullah has said that the “ofticial number™ of deaths of PTI
waorkers in the Islamabad protest did not reach double figures, as compared 10

the various figures coming out from the party.

A day of pitched battles between security forces and PTI protesters across
the federal capital ended in a hasty retreat of the party’s top leadership and sup-

porters from the Red Zone i the early hours of Wednesday.

At least six lives were lost in the three days of protests, which included a
policeman and three Rangers ofTicials who were knocked down by a speeding
vehicle, officials and hospital sources said. Claims and counter-claims over
deaths purportedly caused by law-enforcement action against the PT1 marchers
remained o major bone of contention between the government and the opposi-

tion party on Wednesday.

Speaking in an interview on ARY News programme °1lth Hour® on
Thursday, Sanaullah said: *1 think the official number is around four to five.
Three dead bodies were confirmed who had funerals, according to reports.

There could be two or three more. But double-figures are not observed.™

Sanaullah said the PTI's claims about the alleged death toll would cause a

backlash for the party.

big deal if political workers were hit.”

workers to stop them.

have been successful.

Prime Minister, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a high level meeting regarding law
and order, in Islamabad

Balochistan’s

youth valuable
asset of PPP:

Jamal Raisani

INP
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
People’s Party (PFPP)

Member of the National
Assembly Nawabzada Jamal
Khan Raisani has said that
the people of Balochistan,
particularly the vouth, are
not only a source of strength
for the party but also a guar-
antee of its bright future.

In his message on the
occasion of PPP's 57th
Foundation Day. Jamal
Raisani praised the visionary
leadership of President Asif
Al Zardari and Chairman
Bilawal Bhutio Zardari.

He said that their far-
sighted decisions have
instilled confidence in the

people of Balochistan thai
PP is the only party capable
of addressing their genuine
1SSues.

Jamal Raisam highlighted
that PPP has consistently
worked to integrate the peo-
ple of Balochistan into the
national mainstream and
raised its voice for their
rights.

He said that under the
leadership of Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, yvoung people are
being provided ample oppor-
tunities to showcase their
talents and play a pivotal
role in the country’s devel-
opment.

Chairman 1IC
calls for unity
against Polio

propaganda
INP

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
of the Islamic Ideology
Council, Allama Dr.
Muhammad Raghib Hussain
Naeemi Friday appealed to
Ulema and rescarchers' for
joint efforts, urging them to
take immediate action to
counter the malicious propa-
canda surrounding  polio
vaccination.

In an interview with ptv
news, Dr. Naeemi empha-
sized that islam unequivo-
cally supports the prevention
and control of diseases and
that it is our collective
responsibility to protect our

communities  from the
scourge of polio.
He stressed that lady

health workers, who are the
backbone of polio eradica-
tion efforts, deserve our
respect, appreciation, and
cooperation,

Dr. Naeemi appealed to
the public to behave Kindly
and generously towards
these dedicated workers dur-
ing polio drives. The
Chairman of the Islamic
Ideology Council warned
that the spread of misinfor-
mation and conspiracy theo-
ries about polio .

Commissioner visits Quetta’s areas
in rain for facilitating people

APP

Quetta: ("ommissioner Quetta
Division, Administrator Metropolitan
Corporation Querta Muhammad Hamza
Shafgat visited different areas of Quetta
city during the rains to provide facilities
to people in the area on Friday, He
inspected the overall activities of the
Metropolitan Corporation staff and met
the people regarding the cleanliness cam-
paign and other related matters.

On which the people informed the
Administrator Metropolitan Corporation
about their problems and difficuluies.

On this occasion, he ok feedback
about the cleanliness operation and also
supervised the cleaning and silung opera-
tion of drains in Pashtoonabad area of
Quetta.

While talking to the people, he said
that Pashtoonabad has been the most neg-
lected area for so many years but now we
have given maximum time and resources
for its improvement.

He said that immediate steps are being

taken for the drainage of rain water, the
rainwater collected on the roads would be
cleaned as soon as possible,

He reviewed the arrangements for the
drainage of rainwater and got it removed
with the help of a suction machine under
his supervision.

He said that machinery and water
pumps are being used for drainage - the
work of removing obstacles and cleaning
to ensure the flow of rainwater is also
underway.

He directed stafl to prepare a special
emergency plan for the city's choking
points and low-lving areas so that the cit-
izens would not face any kind of problem
duning the rains.

He said that all possible measures are
being taken to facilitate the public during
the rains.

On this occasion, he issued instructions
to the subordinate field staff and directed
them to remain present in the low-lying
areas with heavy machinery during the
rains and to utilize all available resources
until the water 15 completely drained.

Bloodshed continues in KP while Gandpur
govt busy setting fires in Islamabad: Kundi

ONLINE

CHARSADDA: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor Faisal Karim Kundi, on Friday
warned that the violence from
Afghanistan could spread across the
country if not addressed properly. and
called for a sustainable solution to the sit-
uation.

“The fire that started from Afghanistan
can spread to other provinces, and it
needs to be dealt with effectively,” he
added.

He said this while talking o media
after a meeting with Awami National
Party (ANP) chief Aimal Wali Khan here
at Wali Bagh to extend invitation to join
All Parties Conference (APC) to be held
in first week of December at Govemnor
House in Peshawar regarding security
issues and province's rights with federa-
tion.

Following the meeting, Kundi
addressed the media, sharing his concerns
about the ongoing security situation in the
province.

The Governor criticized the provincial

government’s actions, saving,
*Bloodshed continues in the province,
while the provincial government is busy
setting fires in |slamabad.™

He expressed his concems about the
deteriorating law and order situation, and
in response, he announced his decision to
convene an APC to address the growing
security  challenges in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, including in the volatile
region of Kurram.

Regarding the political turmoil, Kundi
accused the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
{(PT1) party of utilizing state resources to
facilitate the release of their party’s
founder and former chairman.

He also mentioned that the leadership
of PTI from Punjab had sought refuge in
the Chiel Minister’s House Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The Governor also raised concerns
about the political fragmentation in the
province, saying,

“Currently, there are two Chief
Mimisters in Khyvber Pakhiunkhwa one,
Ali Amin Gandapur and the other, Bushra
Bibi.”

“The kind of perception that PTI lcaders are making. that is not possible,
The reason for that 15 there might dehmitely have been some loss [of lite] as
51X to eizght personnel of law enforcement agencies were martyred so it 15 no

He claimed that *15,000-20,000" protesters were brought from Khyber
Yakhtunkhwa by PTI1 leaders, saying “damages™ from the crackdown operation
might have been high enough as the figures being quoted by the PTI if the
demonstrator had remained at the protest venue.

Sanaullah said PTI leaders fled when the shelling began despite attempts by

“No such violence happened there that would have caused 20, 100, 200 or
more deaths, This is PT] propaganda.”

He added that the call for the protest itself was wrong. “PTI founder put the
party, workers and the leaders in an awkward situation where they could not

“Even without the crackdown, the protesters would have been there for two
to three days,” he said, adding, “They had no arrangements. What would they

have done after reaching D-chowk?”

Sanaullah’s remarks regarding the deaths of PTI protesters mark a diver-

the capital

gence from the claims by the government and its ministers so far.
A day ago, Information Mimster Attaullah Tarar smd both major hospitals in
Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences and Polyclimic

had

denied receiving any bodies or people with gunshot wounds,

forces” firing.

Besides, he added, the Ministry of National Health Services also issued a
statement denying the PTI's claim that 1ts workers were Killed 1n security

The minister stated that a list circulating on social media regarding the death

of protesters had been declared fake.

Interior Minister Mohsin Nagvi has also categorically said that there was no

loss of life in the law enforcement action taken to disperse marchers.

Normally, after any major incident such as a terronist attack, natural disaster

or other such happening, health authorities and institutions issue official lists
ol the number of dead and mjured people who were brought to hospital.

But this time around, healthcare authorities have not issued any such lists,

and information being shared by journalists and social media users seems to be
based on anonymous reports with nothing concrete to back them up.

Quetta, other
areas of
Balochistan
receive first

winter rain

APP

Quetta: Quetta along with
parts of Balochistan received
first winter rain on Friday
which turned weather pleasant
and cold.

According to  repor,
Mastung, Dasht.  Kalat,
Chaman and other areas of the
province received rain.

The rain also created some
problems for the people during
traveling on roads in the
Quetta City because rain water
covered roads due to closing of
drainage system.

Partly cloudy/cloudy weath-
er with chances of drizzle/light
rain and light snow over
mountains  forecast  for
Balochistan including Quetta,
Zhob, Ziarat, Pishin, Killa
Sarfullah, Killa  Abdullah,
Musakhail, Chagai. Kalat and
Khuzdar. Whereas, partly
cloudy conditions with light
rain/ drizzle would prevail in
Gwadar, Panjgur and Kech
(Turbat), Washuk districts dur-
ing next 24 Hours.

According to the Met
Office, the minimum tempera-
ture in Quetta was recorded
at4.0 degree centigrade and 1.5
degree centigrade in Kalat on
Friday..

Kurram death
toll jumps to 122
after 12 more

Killed in clashes

INP

KURRAM: Firing incidents
in various areas of Dustrict
Kurram have claimed 12 more
lives and left 17 injured on the
ninth dayv of ongoing tribal
clashes. police said on Friday.

Despite a recent ceasefire
agreement, violence persists,
bringing the total death toll 1o
122 and the number of injured
o 168.

According to the district
adminmistration, the main
Peshawar-Parachinar highway
remains closed for the eighth
consecutive day, disrupting
daily life and trade activitics.

The Deputy Commissioner of
Kurram, Javedullah Mehsud,
confirmed that the road closure
has also halted trade at the
Kharlachi border with
Afghanistan, further exacerbat-
ing the economic impact on the
region.

Additionally, due to the tense
situation, internet and mobile
phone services have been sus-
pended, causing severe difficul-
ties for residents, limiting their
access to communication and
essential services. On Thursday,
the death toll in the clashes had
reached 107, with five addition-
al fatahiies and nine Injuries
reported despite claims of a
ceasefire deal.

A 10-day truce was brokered
earlier in the week, but intermit-
tent violence has rendered it
inefiective.
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Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb chaired a meeting of the Advisory

Committee on Release of IMT Spectrum for Improvement of Next Generation Mobile Broadband Services in
Pakistan held at Finance Division in Islamabad.

Pakistan wants to enhance
economic, trade ties with Russian

Federation:

INP

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly
Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadig has said that
Pakistan wanted to enhance its econom-
ic and trade ties with Russian
Federation.

The Speaker along with a parliamen-

tary delegation called on the Speaker of

the Federal Council of the Federal
Assembly of the Russian Federation,
Ms. Valentina Matvienko, at the Federal
Assembly of Russia, said a press release
received here on Friday

The parliamentary delegation com-
prisecd Members of the National
Assembly Rana Muhammad Hayat
Khan, Sved Agha Rafiullah, Abdul
CQadir Patel, Dr. Muhammad Faroog
Sattar, and Sher Ali Arbab.

During his meeting, Ayaz Sadiq has
expressed gratitude for the warm recep-
tion extended

by Ms. Valentina Matvienko to him
and his delegation.

Ms. Valentina Matvienko, referencing
her recent visit to Pakistan, lauded the
hospitality and reception extended to her
by Pakistan's parliament.

Avaz Sadiq while underscoring the
significance of strengthening Pak-

NA Speaker

Russia parliamentary ties said that par-
liamentary cooperation could plav a piv-
otal role in solidifving ties between both
the countries.

He appreciated the participation and
support of his Russian counterpart at the
first Speakers’ Conference held at
Islamabad under the auspices ol the
National Assembly of Pakistan in 2014,

Ayaz Sadiq also said that the invita-
ton extended to him by his Russian
counterpart to officially visit Russia 1s
an important step towards strengthening
parliamentary ties.

Ihe Speaker expressed satisfaction
with the growing ties between the two
countrics at the parliamentary, diplomat-
ic, and governmental levels,

He highlighted recent high-level
engagements, including  meetings
between the Presidents and Prime

Ministers of both nations. the visit of
Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister 1o

Russia, Ms. Matvienko’s visit 1o
Pakistan, and wisits by Pakistan's
Federal Mimsters for Energy and

Privatization lo Russia, as encouraging
developments.

Avaz Sadig emphasized the need to
enhance interactions between the parlia-
mentarians of both nations.
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Quetta: Balochistan government spokesperson Shahid Rind
addressing a press conference ,

JMC to set new standards of healthcare,
research in capital: Ahsan Iqbal

APP

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning,
Development and Special Initiatives
Professor Ahsan Igbal has chaired a
meeting to review progress on the Jinnah
Medical Complex (JMC) project, which
would set new standards of healtheare
and research in the Federal Capital.

Kev officials, including Coordinator
to the Prime Mimister on Health Dr
Malik Mukhtar Ahmad Bharath,
Secretary National Health Services Prof.
Khalid Saeed Akhtar, CDA chairman
and representatives from Bostan
Consultants, attended the meeting, a
news release said on Friday.

A detailed presentation on the pro-
ject’s master plan was given by Bostan

Consultants, followed by a thorough dis-
cussion.

The committee approved the plan, and
Ahsan Igbal proposed renaming the
project as the Jinnah Medical Research
Center to reflect its focus on advanced
medical research and healthcare.

The mimster emphasized the impor-
tance of modern designs, green building
principles. and combining traditional
construction methods with advanced
techniques like precast structures to
ensure top-quality construction,

The Pakistan Kidney and Liver
Institute (PKLI) will finalize the pro-
ject’s design by February 2025, with
necessary approvals expected by April
2025.

JI condemns Govt's
suppression of constitutional rights,
calls for release of journalists

INP

LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Islami's Ameer,
Hafiz Nacem-ur-Rehman, strongly con-
demned the government's recent actions
against the people’s constitutional and
democratic rights, specifically 1n
Islamabad.

In a statement issued from Mansoura,
Rehman denounced the brutal tactics
employed by the govemment to suppress
freedom of expression, including the kid-
napping of journalists and their subsequent
imprisonment on false charges.

"T'he Form 47 government has no right
to undermine the constitution and democ-
racy or tum the country into a spectacle,”
satd Rehman, referring to the current gov-
emment. He demanded the immediate
release of journalists, including Matiullah
Jan, who have been falsely charged and
incarcerated. The Jamaat-e-Islami chief
further stated that the govemment's
atlempt 10 demonstrate fascism o the peo-
ple of Pakistan will not be accepted under
any circumstances. "This country was
built through the strugole of the people,
and they are its true heirs,” Rehman asser-
ed, emphasizing that the voices of the peo-
ple cannot be silenced by oppression.

Rehman criticized the government's
attempt to obscure the truth regarding

evenis in Islamabad and expressed concern
over the restriction of access to informa-
tion. He pointed out that access to informa-
tion is a fundamental constitutional right,
and restricting i1, especially from critical
institutions like hospitals, does not pre-
vent the truth from emerzing. "It only
leads to the spread of rumors and forces
peaple 1o form their own conelusions,” he
said.

Rehman also  reiterated Jamaat-e-
Islami's long-standing demand for a gen-
uinely elected government. "The country
will only progress when the real represen-
tatives of the people are in power," he said,
calling for the formation of a judicial com-
mission based on Form 45 to bring in a
truly elected povernment. He further
demanded the release of all political pris-
oners and the annulment of the 26th
Constitutional Amendment,

On economic issues, Rehman urged the
government to prioritize the wellare of the
people over compliance with the IMIF's
conditions. He called for a reduction in the
prices of electricity, petrol, and essential
food items. He also suggested using the
benefits from [PP agreements to decrease
electricity cosis. Jamaat-e-Islami pledged
to continue its struggle for the rights of the
people and to stand firm in opposing any
actions that undermine democracy.




